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Ĩbe Gifts of the Spirit.” 


Joi ii. 28, 29. 2 | 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh, and 

| your ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſy, your 
your young men ſhall . 
fee viſions. And alſo upon the ſervants, and upon 
ö eee e ee 


old men ſball dream dreams, 


I 1 5 


SERMON XXVI. 


PREACHED ON TRINITY. SUNDAY. 155 
The Apoſtolical Benediction. 


a Con. xii 4 LA ES ee 
and the love of God, eee of” ihe 


an * Amen. 


” 1 F © 4 
f * P wh 
” od = 
0 V OL, IT, = 4 * 6 2 > 
. 
- o | 
1 : . 


: 


- 


„ 


* 
o 
3 0 | 
= 
, . 


0 * 


n 


3 * "4 \ 
\ —Y . 
7 . ks N * - - 
- * . 4 _ 
/ \ f #i . 4 
” by 4 
* : * * 
erg * * * 
9 
$ 
4 4 1 
: N * 
1 1 f : 
* * * f y 
* 0 
s 7 ve * 4* 1 1 oy 7 * i = * 1 
Ss | # 4 Fa wA i bi, * 4 wed - 
. 
= * . > = 
* . 
: * * . N 
R = * * — 
2 . * g F . 
NN NUM Tr ö 
; lr EA JH INS AK bc 7 
1 
1 | Y 
” ! * 
33 f 85 
* 33 14 LA T * e $f © # LE T7 ” £ 
: * K 5 z r ; þ * * * — i ; . z V. I 1 * & I FT 
1 4 . 
* * 
8 * * "13 N q * apa, 4 
7 if. n . n a 
1 514 f {3 ok 4 1 * 2 #* 
a - 1 ' * * N 
; « | 
9861 ; ; % 
N b — | i 3 : q WL 
2, * ann ” * 4 . © 5 = * i » 
N 1 1 1 1 : 0 3 ern * e 421 
. * E 1 4 „ s IJ Ia 
% 
* 
— » * 
E * : 4 ; k \ 4 * g 
s * 7 i 4 1 5 N „69 *'> 
: CL.,0% x d 
o ? 4 * * 5 a 
% e ; * * 
* - 1. * - * o . 
| iv. wa yl gan aa; Wh. ACIONES vs 
N — 
7 - * 
* . FS f , 
— * » 1 * * 1 
. * : L - k * * . o 
. ” # - bl ol o — 11 
: * 
« * 
* . . ; 
* \ \ * * 4 
j +4 Ao ' 7 * 8 1 2. - 1 K 
* 
. : 
5 4 * 
* 8 ir 
* X r a 
p d a Fi Fa 4 3 n — 
. z o * + ; , 8 ; p 4 
: | ; 
; * 
£ * 4 - * . % 0 $'& 4 
. * 6 { * 6 . 
L * 4 * 19 7 + as . 
57 1 
> & . 
4 
; " ; — ; 
: 4 ? 11 Y . . ; q 
Li 8 4 4 74 5 . 4 
= oF 3* . 1 
2 — «7 : vhs 
* 
U * 
| ' 4 „ t 
1 * 1 « f [4 
1 * .* * 1 7 FS | 4 , «1 WE : & * 4 = OI RE... * * 
. | | i 
| ow , 3 - * * : * 7 * 4 * 
* 4 1 = = * ry ” 
4 55 WW + 8 EGS TS ATTY * £ VAR Hat 
| - , 
: „ " L 4 " : bu a © b % ” 
- * + 4 37 * N 4 - * % 4 * * * A 34 4d . * #7 
ro ” 
| —— * 
. fn 
S «Ss * 4 * by % % Y — 2 


X 


. 
— 


— 36. — 


— 119, 
— 123, 
— 187, — 

. 


[| 
ww>zÞ 


ae 


— 229, — 
ere 


1 
- .. 
: 
\ 23% 7 
9 
= 
= 
. 
\ _ 
” 
* 
„ 
- 
- + 
2 * 
U 
% x 
. 
4 


- sse 


— 


l 


# 
4 - 
” 
® - 
A / 
4 * . a ef 
» * * * 
* 
- PX 
Cy 
L 1 
U 
* 
* 
1 5 
hy * 
% P i 


SO 4 


R RAT A. 


1 


— 
: * * wide 8 4 a 
+3 . * 
l " 


e 


1 
CY 
+ 
: 
* 
1 1 
. 
a” 
* 
* 
: 
x 
5. 
Py — 
. 
* 1 


— —— U — 0 — — 


— 
— A AR 


* 


— 


.A 1A 442 * 


* / ] 
Nt UW 
4 2. » 84 es + E „ "03, 4 r : Net 75 ? 
6 4 . 5 
t wee Aflb „„ =, 2d 


AS It Kaye $996 gh en 8h, > = 
dap cite tits Yeoh 201i kf v X oO ein 


— 
& . 
* 
- 
” 
- 
* * — 
* 
* 
4 = 
* * 
7 
* 
- 
* 
* 
* 
* 
0 
3 
* 
— 
. 
. 
- 
_ 
- 
— 
— 
= 
6 - 
© 
. 
” 
” 
- 


1 Y 
Aug Len Aas WH 101. = of £1 
„ 1 N dee 12 ” 


: 


10441740088 een £00 ee "FA 43 


— — 1 
+ a 


LV ner . 4 fra 2 


— 
4 * 
+ 
* << \ = * % 
. 
- 
* * * » 
: 
7 5 - 
=? 4 x 
- ** 
7 - 
4 
; 
. 
2 * 
1 
= 
1 " 
j * * „ * 
4 
* 
- 
- * 
* = 
- - 
wh 
- # 
* 


. 
% 
* 
. 4 
ks N - 
: * 
* 
, 
* 
— LY 
” 
- 
* 
- 
* . 
, — 
- * % 
£ 
* - 
1 
7 
- 
F * * 
9 * * 
% * * 
* — * 
« 4 
= 
. 
N 


1 
„ 


alen 1 
+ ov 8 * 
4 TO _ * ” 
N 
5 0 9 


- 7 \ *. I * + 
* 8 8 1 rn * * mY | 


* 


* 


9 


3 


Ok Roe £ 1 £ e 


2 0 5 5 bit _—— unite 1 i "od. beweg 


f of} 4s N. ot {v6 WE,” 
| ak 8E KM 2 13 Laqlog 
"16" bei er och ane 205 S1 nog 
Pally: Honig Tan. — le Noll ö A 
bhe THE: WAY AIDE BEARERS. „„ 
e e eee ee odr0) © 4 
> . ef g nn 51 2 4322086 e aged eee ee X 
1 10 wht n „Meri Win Late, 


B 


| t 
©" the wor i their fa ? 


4 Er al 1 E em 165 | 
—— e hearers' in 4 
+ Þ alt at preſent only:iapply , 
| ple to Wed deſcribed in the text; debut 
they are very numerous, and afford abundant 
mattet for u popnbtar diſcourſe!!! The wbjeft, 
Town, is not pleaſing to faſtädlious ears: it 
conciliatet no favour, frotti'the conceited and 
elk. ſufficlent; but it i the more n 
1 that | account. * itt KA . 
| [3 e l L 2 eter . - 
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| "The ur 1 
amigo: -- Their harte ant being pre- 
pared to receive it, Satan comes and takes it 
away; fo that, though they liye under the 
goſpel, they neither experience its efficacy, 
nor receive the end thereof, the ſalvation of 

their ſouls. A very dreadful condition this, 
ſince as oſten as they hear the word, they add 
to the triumphs of their enemy. This n 
however, could not happen, were they faithful 
to themſelves ; for Satan's power may be? 
refiſted, and. with God's help ſubdued. —** Re- 
ait the devil, and be will flee from you.“ Let 
the foul . be prepared by divine grace, and 
fenced with x reli igious diſeipline, and the word 
will maintain its place againſt all oppoſition, 
On God's-pert, nothing has been, jor will be; 
wanting. Shall we imagine that he ſhould 
prepare the ſeed, and ſend forth ſowers to diſ- 
tribute it, and yet be unwilling to give it a 
bleſling z or; that he will require an increaſe, 
where no cultivation, r 
make the foul. capable of affording it? 
every. part of his word, he — 
a az with thoſe that are capable. of receiving. ar 
r qqjecting it. Every ſupport afforded to the 
weak, every engouragement to the Wilhng. 
mvitations to all, warnings, expoſtulations, | 
4hreatpings, all ET, in, ini. that be 
„ 1 il 
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will zodge all. without reſpect of perſons- ac 


coding to what they have, oe” 19 ie 


hatthay dez de ors TY 9 s 70. 010 


' . 5 
by Ft rr 17 9 ory * 55 Ts > #3 14 15 52 


Aden Eee dhe yarlous: 
cauſes of the entire lo6: of the god ſeocd of; 
God, that We may fix the! blame, where it; 
lyes. Some, not knowing the importance of 
the word, will not attend to it. Common 
experience will teach us, that it is in the 
power. of any, .by. inadvertence, to ſtop the 
paſſage from the car to the mind. How, oſten 
; are you yourſelves, ay; brethren, heard,” hut. 
nt regarded? Vour directions, and your. 
equnſels; are iu vain repeated to the thought - 
les and unconcerned. Juſt ſo it fares with, 
the moſt awful declarations of religion. And 
its miniſters have reaſon to complain, that 
|  whill their hearers afford their preſence here, 
and their bodies ſeem fixed and ſtationary, 
their imagination is going to aud fro in the 
earth, and walking up and down in it 
| Hopeful candidates theſe for eternal life, wha 

require no wiles of Satan to rob them of the 
word, hen they themſelves are ſo inſenſiblo 
ol its value. Nor does the frequeney it hear- 
ing give it the more efficacy. with tus On 
the cairn, ee eee el 
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 leavefi"&f cher ew] homo. Where this 


it. Tefeep many, whe either through 'cus: 
tom or obligation, conſtantly attend its mini- 

ſttry, and if they conſider the opportunities af- 
ferded then, might'bemiade!wiſe unto ſalva - 
tion t Upptar's vnfufniſhed with faced: 
truthsß as thoſs / h havd aver heard them; | 
To Spaemogrti vt S* you not.” 5 

"M0 eder reaſon, why the word giakes nd 
Preffion witkiming/is;'that it is ſpoilt by the 


ee makes men ſo fooliſm, 
and itt Sompetent tei Judge ef dwine things- 
Asitꝭ ſdle end a Kifigtatifieation, liks the taſte a 


of the eiche, i 4 bei pleaſe; und 
i te be plenſsd. Phe language ef ſuch 
Petſons; fte the gold; is a fill proof 


k this Mew tigt their attention is taken 
off Nor xe falutaty gofpel, to thin fthat bear 
n6 ration 10 it. Blind and*wretched men'! 
Eil Vain de WE Tepreent the truchs of religion 
fo fact'as tiefe. The divine promiſes, im- 

. tienſe as they tte, are diſegarded; whillt tile 

chreatnings are heard with indignaft ears. 

They never attend the Houle of God to grow 


| ii grack, or receive” with meckneſs' the en- 

aftcd word, but, from ſome mean, uniwor- 
| iy, and Earn principle. What then wvails | 
251 8 . * | #1 it, | 
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Wie eee, 25 


Abends neee byte 


. farce of popular dlaquenee ?::: This bis nob the 
Dend of ſhearingitherword | With wen of fuch 
minds a ſarmon and h pla are attended: fir 
the ſatno t reaſoui / ami with eq ndification. 
Arcordingly, as the le ef of the theatre baye 
- their favourite player, O men oſthemoſt un- 
prineipled and :bardened? cen {hiences; have 
: thelti favourite) preachers: 2. b nods, 1 col; 


ve bes sint! tart deln e 845 


% Othert bete ite, mybretkrem that ear 


ache Word- dy ithoute dhucnility, N ant therefore 
without effect. For, how can het: inftruc- 
tion profit, which is given to an unteachable 


aud petvetſh mind fore men ut proud of 


-theiricichea'and) herjout:ind:therdfore:dildain 


-ta:retieive leſſons nam thiſeꝭ who ate in thaſe 


neſhefg1:pertiapicizieerigt , 46: themfe]ves. - 


Qthers Ave: elated with» their nation iptixc- 
ages andbuſeotheir lihertj to ent łeaſe their 


„elf; ati pomanoe . Otharilimagias they know 
their duty ν are not aſhamed to profes, 


that they atten upon! inftrudtiva: merely as | 


"amichraraple to tbecigiiaraht. In all - theſe 


cus pride Gele tür heart againſt th word, 


aur cat leaſt. admiti ſo much alone, àsauill gra- 
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Pics bdeaiiſe they mey expand; and-racify, 
and render them as' harmileſs-as they pleaſe. 
Appeals to'dignity, to generoſity, and a free- 
born ſpirit are admired ; becauſe they ſuit their 
own ſentiments. But when the heart” is 
probed, when the deep receſſes of fin are laid 
open, or hen the paſſive virtues are recom- 
- mended; and the finer duties are enforced, jea- 
louſy then ſprings forth, conſoienes will not 
be burdened with ſuch reſtraints, and every 
demon. Hof a factious, eonceited, and licentious 
»ſplrit, W nd gr ei that was ſown 
in their hearts. Fan än 
Il Tels fs) $50) * 63 WP 50 ih 2) " 121 . 380 N. Noah: 
Another [ſource & — hearing, 
is, [prejudice againſt the teacheri of reli- 
> gion. It is our duty to give all diligenoe 
to prevent this, by a faithful diſoharge of our 
miniſtry, and a behaviour” ſuitable to our 
truſt. This will always ſucceed; with men 
of candid and chriſtian diſpoſitionz. But are 
there none of a different character? Was 
not the maſter. we | ſerve; called Beelzebub? 
He hatha devil andis mad, why hearyshim? 
was the language both of the arrogant Phariſee 
and the libertine Jew: Were not his inmie- 
. diate diſciples, that wers ſent-forth.to! preach 
the word, ſent among wolves ? an have not 
the diſpenſers of E in ſucceeding ages, 
been 


been foicel to vindicate > he, 4s 
well as their miſſion, againſt thoſe that deſpiſe 
both ? In proportion as theſe deſpiſers abound, 
in any age or nation, the word will have fo 
much he leſs effect. The contempt n 
multitudes | m our own cn, gives us 16 
room to doubt of this. Indeed, ſhould' this 
influence men's general conduct, What resten 
s there to expect an exception here? 6 they 
ſhew want of candour, in their ſentiments, and 
imetvility of deportnient toward them';—if they 
are {6 injurious, as to inputs the faults of 2 
few to the whole order, and chuſe to tale their 
neral character, from the enemies of all re- 


gion; then, if ſack perfotis hear u at all, it 


muſt be from another motive, than that 'of 


6dification,—it muſt be wich ſome other ſpirit, 
than that- meekneſs, docility, and good-will, 


which . 


Que 
101 <0 $391 1 


ene FO oh 


No ſpecies of e Fey" be Jak 
ing, to prepare the beart for this important 
work. A reſpect for the teachers of religion 
has its neceſſury limits; when we confider that 
they are only ewards of the divine myſteries, 
that they preſerve the treaſure intruſted to 
3 and are liable to va- 


B 4 rious 


8 The wer-fiae Hegrore, | 
bios grp and infirmities, . , But th regard 

to him, haſß word, it is, none of theſe, qm, 
| fiderations Nye, an, Placg z and, the deepeſh 
proſtration of dey}, is neceflary, before. = 
be admitted in its fall-meatyng, and with due, 
 HeVerongen, Iten de hg ö vt. ouly to give, us 
&fulk, of, lig: H it. did no moſę, it would be - 
walyfficicn. Bog Tag 1 r g A 

db before, us, in Ws Þehol aur AGHAT: 
mity,. through fin, which, hath, disfigured the 
divine image b ahr it affordya remedy for, this 
difarder.inthefuccoursot God's hört, through 
the miniſtry. of bis bleſſed Son. It i) e fene 
of. this; Stec, which. hides pride, from, wan 
conyias, him of his guilt, and, prepares him 
bort the reception; of, the. feed of God, , Buk 
when men are, Gegff go the calls and War nings 
of the ſpixit, pexſuadingithemſelves that they 
need not the wiſdem it inſpires, the word 
fails of its deſtined end, at. is heard only ag. 
ſubject for cavil and diſputation, . Into, un- 
9 ſouls, then, wiſdom cannot enter; and 


.addre(s home Sh pben, did the 

How erſe,pnd, linde PAT > Ye an 
cited in heart and ears, Je de always refit, 

| Holy Ghoſh, 25 your, 0 0 a 40 go ge 

8 e e eee, 
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de ned Re, 2 
the convittions, f juvitgtionsy 69 dueRions, of 
| W word. tlio ttf an v (bit! ꝛh . 


n c nid! 7 1 7 l 205 »111915q t biel od 
The Jail cauſe, ] ſhall. mention, 892 ig 


ing. dohg of eee o Praying over, ghg 
5 Gog, ſheys a ſenſe of its Importance 
es it,ou the conſcience, It Je be, dem 
Lupen the heaveply, , which-makes.jf 
2 its roots deep, into. the heart. _ How 
| often, for want of this, are the ſcriptures.read, 
and ſenmons heard, in vaig ! . How, many” 
dg ing pets Play, upon the furface, of 
the heart, and leave no track behind them} 
25 0h 5 ay ral be alledged. as ex- 
1 (corn ta come herr f 
_ forlaks, public Wer 
ſhips, were, f — by no other motive 
= Rs attend the church qr 
A ally php e ah IAA 
hearts, I will nox ſay with the, /army-of * 
tion, but with the ſtill cheaper taſk of 


hearing, andythen ſorgettins ! TA 
0} rn ar Sit of m Hie 1 modo to. 
Since, theſe are truths, which , cannot be 
2 76 h rpedient, A, humbly, thinks, fo 
| : al miniſters to join ta their publię 
aching, the private admonition af their flocks. 
] a nere, the Sor 


An: : 


not laid, by parents, in children, it ought tþ 


Jo "Th uche Hiirire. 


Aitivh taff HY be Mid. As it is certainly 


be laid in parents themſelves, a thing of more 


ſeeming chan teal difficulty. If it be laid in 


none, we preach to no purpoſe. Every blaſt 


of opinion, and ſelf-cohceit, will overth row 
ch effecds bf out minifthy; 264 eech ws brat: 


hatice of preaching” itſelf, will be converted 
to'the 12 and rvin of many ſouls. 


D631 EIB 3918 1 Den LY io! 119236 


Thus Tour I 'chileaiurel te to ſet before you you 


the obſtfactions to your fecelving the word or 


They ſpting from the Cokruptions 
the W Al He 1 5 be led captive by 


grand enemy of fouls, befor he has power to 


tine the word from us.—God bun ſhes 
men with their own fits.” He ſuffers thoſe, 


hs boaſt of their endowrerits, "UT li. (7; 
povetithed by them, and permits the affec; 


tation of falſe wiſdom to end f in. real folly. 
* fi. 0 1 8 * A en „ 
However, the word will have ſins ana 
or other. It will not be like an arrow ſhot 
into che air. But as it enters into the 95 


of the obedient, with healing in its wings, fo 


it will piece the hearts of the impevitetit, 
with many ſorrows: As you ate acccuntäble 
for every talent of God, how much more for 
n | this, : 


A 9 atk to all other talents, 
Which, if unimproved, caſts a chilling damp 
_ over all other improvments, ſo that your la- 
bours end in vanity, and your deepeſt ſchemes 
prove no better than ſhortlived trifles. Aſk 
FJourſelves then, to- morrow, where is the 
word) that was ſown in your hearts to-day? 
I you are not humbled, by the terrors of the 
Lord. —if you are not engaged by mercy,” nor 
:entivencd: by the promiſes of the goſpel, nor 
firmly reſolved to lead new lives, enriched 
: with the treaſures of divine love, —if you leave 
this place in the ſame diſpoſitien with'which 
vou entered, vou may add this to the cata- 
Hogue of your ſins, that 500 have attended the 

means of grace to no purpoſe, that you have 

had a talent committed to you, whieh you 
have inſtantly waſted, but not been able to 
blot m"_ a future reckoning.  woY 


«08219! agu Ar 07. 250k BW, bid. ala 

5 e ther is the diſeaſe of an ob- 
durate heart! , *hough- ſome are hypo- , 
erites, that make profeſſion of religion; and 
others bring no fruit to perfection ?. Stnall 
matter of triumph this to the profane and con- 
ceited hearer. He carries, i in his own breaſt, 
a more potent enemy than even the cares; the 
3 and the * 


+4 


— 


> a — 
®, 
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often choke it, but nt without, ſome / ug 


Suffer then my brethren, tha word af axbor- | 


geavela mahnen behind you of brave and 
neſs forward tothe eternal world. 


— — — — - — ] ] ] — — . — —— 1 — 4 = —— 
” . » FS Sn 3 Ca i vyY Bs — * — — — — = 
— 
V 4 « 
- 
- * 5 
7 


— — — — —— 


| harmonious love and order, and di 


* 
— 
. 


— = — — — a — — * — ac — 
8 „ it I. * 81 
* , * . * 5 « 8 * 
x E * "ms 4 — . 
3 1 Ar 
» *%s 
7 *. * — Pa = . 

S * * 


— _ 

«  .% 2627 
”IY * # 
P na” 

_— 7 * 
. 


Theſe, * grau W 


7 


Sles from gonſpicuce, ſome raluctanes of-the 
ſpirit, which will not, leave its. dwelling, till jt 
has been vfien.. reliſted, and often grieved. 


tation, with an awful ſanſe cf its impottãnoe 
to your ſoula. Did w mercly ſuggeſt max inis 
of: worldly prudence, we could or atraign 
vau of folly, and perhaps perverſenbſa, ſhould 
you. neglect them. Ox, was your intereſt here 
to he: the ſale end of our admonitions, let this 
-give.neny to: till ſtraager paſſions theo your 
healthy; your. ſtretgth, your: liveb-away, and 5 


wie madneſs: but, ob, carry not this mad - | 


"7% m1ds food 701 208 091433 * Wia! "xr 2 REL | 
Your unproſtableneſa might have forge 
plea, did we ſeck to impoſe upon your credu- 
lity, oro Were: usted by's agen and intereſted 

motive. „The. faithful di w of the gaſ⸗ 

rel aim at a much nobler end, than to give 

{y0-names. and ,gginjons, Which you had ht 

before; much leſs y ill they endeavous to con 
vert qu / doi ſects and parties, Which deſtroy | 


3 Chriſt. ae WP 


A PIO „ 
Suan unl fundanietital, prineiples df wins re- 


ligion, repentance frotn dead works, faith in | 
Chriſt, and ü- fe 5 

aa ich Jou cannot ſeceive the end vl 3 
TRE A 395 n 


Con der not th en fo much Who Ot] as Re 
what is ſpoken. "We! come to Jou, with the | 
promiſes of the golpe . This is the ſole en- * 
quiry—Afe theſe ITT worthy your ac- 
ceptänce 5 We toclaim to you God's indig- « 
nation againſt in: is this" to be dreaded by 5 
ſi nners, ot not? We declare to you the 
bleſſings Sofa adoption into God's family. Where 
is your or arti for. 4 name fo honourable, | 
for a portion. ſo glorions?. Deſcend then 1 into. ; oY 
yourſelves; & beat, read, mark, learn, digeſt 
that facred rb which contains ſuch fs : 
as theſe. 4 * d 2 9 
eingebe : n ON 8: | 

1 the Nach n of che air Af: 
penſer of this word, have its influence upon 
| re? The ſower i is he, who came into the ] 

orld for the reſtoration and | happineſs of 1 me 

Vo died that, he- wicht Sive the word it 
fſaving energy, who ſtands at "the door, an 


waits for entertainment, who, Ends his. pirit 
tg. prepare us for his abode.” See then that yg 


Nas Aries LR i. 
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refuſe. not him that ſpeaketh: let love and 
gratitude prevail, and give him ſuch a wel- 5 
come, that he may abide with you for ever. 2 


| Remember, — chat this e will 
judge you at the laſt day, by the word which 
he hath ſpoken. If you regard it not, with 
what face will you meet your Judge? How 
will you account for pardon ſlighted, for mer- 
cies rejected? What ray of comfort will en- 
lighten your proſpects, when. you will be 
brought to a rule, which you now abhor? 
Dread then the thou ghts of coming unpre- 
| pared before his throne. Delay no longer to 
accept thoſe terms of reconciliation, to which 
you are now invited. You expect, my bre 
thren, no other word, no other miniſtry, no 
other ſalvation than that which is accompliſh- 
ed by the death of Chriſt. Let this ſuffice 
you. Mercy now intreats; judgment is ap- 


proaching. But let not mercy ſharpen judg- 


to rob you of all benefits of the word, ſo pre- 
vail againſt you, as at the laſt day to ſtand 
forth your accuſer, and deprive you of f 
hope, your refuge, and mY ſalvation. . 


Nou to God: the Father, God the Son, and | 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be all adoration and praiſe 
aſcribed, mne and for ever. * 


ment. Nor let Satan, who now goes about by 
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8 I cone. not 8 If 7 to 17 DM 
" bhended, but this one thing I db, forgetting 
© thoſe things, which are behind, and reaching 
Jorth unta thoſe things, which'are before, - 

F pref: toward the mark, for the prize of the 


. calling of Gd in Chrif ge¹. 


JF. Lam addrefling myſelf - to thoſe, ** 
Lare indifferent in the concerns of religion; 
or to thoſe, who are reſolved to acquieſce in 
their preſent attainments; or to thoſe who are 
running on in the paths of fin, and purſue the 
enjoyments it affords, as the chief end of life; 
ſuch muſt be abſolutely averſe to every per- 
- ſuaſion, held forth, by the prize of our high 
calling. It bas no eharms for thoſe, who are 
1 . viewing them, no iacitements for 


ſuch 


* # L 


"your chief glory, aud ptaiſe, it is a qualifi- 


16 ö The Prize ſought. 
ſuch as are already devoted to opt Wy 
ſuits. But, ſhould 25 ede de any of you, that 
are not only con vin df rid valve of your 
chriſtian profeſſion, but actually prefer it as 


cation that will enable you not onſy to bear, 
but improve the word of exhortation. You 
will uſe every means of grace, and call every 
help to your aid; till, at length, forgetting 
the inferior objects that once detained you, 
you will preſs, with Wende, towards the 
Wes „ ein Non 82 
N. 
00 hoe hs to te ebene 
fays the Apoſtle. Surely had any one a title 
to. this privilege, the Apoſtle. might haue 
claimed it. His zeal for the goſpel of Chriſt, 
his labours for 1 its advancement, his ſufferin 
for the truth, his unbounded love and c ity, 
all evidenced his ſincerity. But then his day 
ol trial was not yet over. He forgot what was 
paſt, knowing that it was laid up in the re- i 
LE membratice of his God, and was ſolicitous to 
iccompliſh his future work. This is not 
peculiar to the Apoſtle: the ſame courſe is to 
be run by others, though not, perhaps, witli 
_ equal ſteps. That chriſtian life which be- 
| TY * 18 0 whire repteſcbtrd in ſerip- 


— ture, | 
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The Prize fought. 27 
ture, as 4 ſtstianary condition. I is always 
5 campared.to. things, that are inerraſmg and 
Progreſſwe. The poth of the juſt S called. 
4biping: light, that fuſt appears wien 2 litgle 
dawn, Which gradually increaſes in ſplendour, 
till it blages, With full luſtre, in meridian. day. 
It is like a4ree; planted in the garden of God, 
and watered by tho hosvenly dew, till it arr 
rives to maturity, and brings ſorth fruit in due 
ſeaſon, : Here, it is zomwpared to ua rage, in 
which the eantendersBrive, with the utmoſt = 
ardour, keep their: pes intont upon the goal, 
and contivually approach it. ene 


they may receive the priaqae. 


le Erlen ag iladeste Aesch leren Gu 
ider the nature af the chriſtinn calling- Man 

is a ſinful creature: fin ptoduces evil are 
reſcued from this gxil, bytthe merey of God 
zevealed in Chriſt. Brought by this to a - 
Proper 4 ſanſe of our conditiop, we reſt no lan- 
gar in the paths of 4 iniquity,—we feel abe pro- 


ſ ent, e dread its future voes. We then bo- 


come anminus for a recondiliation with our 
God wg ſock the eli ve- branch of peade;g we 
liſten 40 che vice of gur Redtemter : we im- 
Plore patdon in his mame:; we approach be 
throne ef merey, n WW / 
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18 The Prize ſought, 
From hence a gleam of hope ariſes, which 
pours the balm of comfort upon our wounded 
ſpirits. Being thus delivered from the bitter- 
neſs of deſpair, we ſhun the ſteps that lead to 
its abodes. Our former hazards,” ſtill living 

in remembrance, inſpire us with watchfulneſs 
and caution, andthe painful throws, for what ; 
is paſt, continually urge us to 4 ſtill greater 
diſtance from the ways of ruin. This is 
owing to a very powerful principle in our na- 
ture, which aids the chriſtian in his conflicts, 
and enables him to oppoſe, with greater energy, 
the united powers of 1 10 world, the a, | 

| and the-devil. b | | 


When the virtues, which adorn religion, 
are actually ſeated in the ſoul, the poſſeſſar 
experiences that they not only overbalance 
the falſe and tumultuous joys,” but are at- 
tended with none of their alloys.” To con- 
vince you of this; I need only call to your re- 
-membrance the engaging and venerable names 
of faith, hope, love; meekneſs, benevolence, 
Juſtice, 'temperance, purity of heart: Who 
ever felt the energy of theſe virtues, that did 
not earneſtly defire a more exalted meaſure? 
Who ever exerciſed them, that did not find 
he e more lovely, in hr” a as they 

19% - became 


| The: Prize fought. T9 
became babitual to the ſoul?:! The power of 
habit is great, even in things indifferent: 
thtough 1h17, fin is often hardened to deprg- 
vit, though miſery is at the door. When 
Habit then conſpires with happineſs, the peacr 
and joy we experience, in believing and obey 
ung, will be ſor far from ſinking us into floth, 
that the paſt improvement will excite in us a4 
mee to encel. Þ 
- beilggut sd brit Ew 1 11197 eie 
„ Indeed, it is the glory/ of the religion v 
profeſs, that there is ample: ſcope for progref- 
ſion, in the chriſtian virtues. The love of 
_ :God:ls of ſo tranſoendant a nature, that we 
cannot exceed its meaſure. Who -was'1ever 
too reſigned to His will?: Whole ver walked 
too eloſely with God ?::{ Who can proſtrate 
himſelf too low / be ſore his throne ? Who 
ever had ideas too exalted for his glory? Be- 
nevolence towards: man, though: bounded in 
its practice, need ſet nd bounds to its affection. 
And even were we to arrive at the utmaſt 
perfection, our natures are capable of here be- 
low, in all chriſtian graces, future worlds will 
open new ſcenes of . to er 
ta "—_— © 2 £4.31 
ot 2605 Boa. 71864 263. d noni 1 5 
1% rs 9413 Jai} C2. e [ * It 
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0 The Prize fougit. 
It is true, whilſt this pilgrimage continues, 
we meet with great obſtructions, in our pro- 
greſs; but, our helps are ſtill greater. The 
divine ſuccour is always ready: we need 
mever implore it, without relief. As if grace 
depended upon ourſal Ven, we are commanded 
to © grow in grace. Tb uſe it, like one of 
our on faculties, is the way to receive it. 
Like the widows cruſe of oil, it will be com- 
menſurate with our wants, and be ſupplied 
the moſt abundantly to thoſe, who employ it 
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might be ſufficient then here to reſt the 
cauſe. © Who can but adore the wiflom and 
admire the goodneſs of God, who hath ark 
ed the religion of Chriſt with ſo honourable 
2 and, when he hath ſown the ſeed | 
af eternal life in our hearts, hath imparted to 
it. ſuch native vigour and refreſhment, as pro- 
pare it ee ee Onan - 


8 0 0 4 805 > 
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this is the reli gion of the heart and the af- 
Actions. It will not ſuit the diſpoſition of 
f thoſe, 


thoſe, who 8 have attained:the goal, 
by walking in ont continued round of a few... 
external: duties. It will be in vain to talk 0. 
ſueh of tenounciug ſin more offectually, 4 
being rene wed mpte and more In the ſpirit 3 
their minds, of walking more fully with their 
God. However, this is the nature af the, 
chtiſtian:oalling—This is; the voice of chriſs- 
tun guperience. Our fituation here ſpeaks: | 
theſe language. I ſhall therefore proceed 
to urge you to perſeverance in the courſe, by, 
conſidering that you: ate here probationers of: 
an uncertain period, and candidates for ig 
mortality. Von will all allow that to decline 
from the ways of religion is a fad ſymptomipf 
2 diſordered and dedaying ſoul, and that to 
behold your corruptiors ſtrengthened, id; to 
fil the proſpect of futurity with gloomy fore- 
bodings. But, are you not appriſed that to go: 
forward or backward is neceſſary, in this ſtate 
of trialꝰ Know you not the contentions; in 
the heart of man ? Its active natate will be 
employed. /- The warring principles of ſſen 
ang ſpirit, fig and tighteouſneſs, as they hold. 
no parley, ſo ono or the other makes continual 
advance. If then you make no improvement 
in religion, it is e ee ee 
. tho ways of death. d einn 
ad 5” 220 3 1 Conſider 


22 The Phat fraght- | 
Conſider, likewiſe, the ſhortneſs aid ſtert- 
ing nature of time. Who is ther amongſte 
you, that can keep pace with. time? The 
moments fly with ſwifteſt wing. They ſur. 
mount all impediments, and paſs on;»thraygh 
youth and age, ſtrength and” weakneſs; ads? 


| verſe or proſperous fortune, till we afrivs at) 
the ocean of eternity. Since time chem ſpeeds 
is it fit for us tb loiter ? Sines the night id 
coming; when no man can Work; ſhould not 
we n the day?" Should we not often? 
rteollect, how odr account ſtands with time, 
ard ſay, I am nom ſo much mearer am un 
changeable condition, and if, at the very en. 
trance of ty life, I have no ſecurity ford long 
continuance; how ſhould*Tcherith ! d ae 
portion, ſinec every moment rabs me of that 
e e ue unleſs 1 n 70 goris! 
for, ever.. Fig 0 Doy ts 21 $tihod 
9287) ein if, te5991 2 bigs! an 10 BIT IOI 
The ' ehildren of this world are wiſe in 
their ignoble purſuits. They are the inder. 
trious ants, from whom the ſpiritual flug 
may learn wildem. Where is 9 
intent upon wealth and henour; ho lis. 
tisfied and at reſt? His anxious miſd pur. 
ſyes the ſpecious phantoms, his? imagination 
preſents before him: nor does be förege the 
211292 : 8 2 chaſe, 


rr 
thoſe, that are already paſt. Till, at length, 
er eee diffs 
content, he takes à ſullen leave of the objet 
that engaged 
poot in the midſt of wealth, and finding, too | 
late, 4* ogy aig Slip ary : 


— — —— 4 
for the ĩmmortal prize, ta lay hold of the 0g 
caſiqus, Which, Gol, affords you, of fecuring 
it; and, ſhould you fail, ore ute 6} - 
20u1/wiſth;confaſiens: What, an 
tial and —— that your ſhould 
be indolent in ſecking the true riches that 
mammon ſhould meet with zealous worſhip- 
pers and the eternal God be attended with 
lukewarm, ſervants i that time ſhould by 
courted, though it flies, and will always fly, 
from your purſuits, and that eternity, in pro 
portion to. its importance, ſhould be con 
ede weer Yor” Gifs vol" At 
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his heart, convinced that he is 


* RET 
Let others then, my brethrett, labbur und 
fal of their ends; let eir Wäfdortr Becbte 
_ $6oliffitichs, and their ſucceſs difappbiiitnieiit. 
E che glory of 5oor"calllitg; "that f. you 
ftiivu for the miffery;” you Wält receive the 

etowh. Ton Hgtit under Une, whe Rätkr äl- 
ready proved viftorivin, atid bat yeh, With v 
Vote füffctent to fire dire Coal, 
Sitia che- Geſponding. Tele, me ts thi 
abr of bl: Ves, che Will follow this, 
cerdüch Alk Sbfträ cel n a kemnptatee, 
p af burſelves With thy Kick.” IH Al 


eee eee eee 
chem MI, We with look up tothe: 

Va haſt fohgbit and died for us, ye Stet 

% And een in the mR hour'of 
death; this conſolation fiat dieb sr fats; 
aπνιν,ẽu hat ber Redes mer Rr af 
arms £6 feeive our depurting feuls. 
gid how evolzag (vw 39510 hõονjj,jt nomemion 
4 Thäk this / n ghet ef u Warth invigina« 
ent 5 that” bare Pee ener pon 


| ce; — and Were feces 
e they did not def, Why UNA 


If they ſurmounted the obſtructions that lay 
e them, n. we? Has the 
world 


wid 


world change its nature? Are not its enjoy- 
ments as vtin and trawfient as ever? Should 
Ve be in- Ganzer of fuiuting in che dae, is 
me uin & the Lord les powerful now, tha 
in Age pat? Is the love of Ohriſt gro yu 
col#--18 not his voice the farbe? 
he Hor held forth do or aedeptande the ſais 
arte een 1 Ogin 10. WM dnn err 
_— e N12 ir 
But laſtiy, «, 3 eee 
got Ptofefs confiſted merely in avoiding: evil; 
30 relo lation d go forwardwould- be nacec 
fly, becsuſt er eee be ne“ 10 
: negative virtue. And, I an afraid, it 19 
owing to 4 beiy fate" mtafure of chriſtian 
duty, that great multitudes loiter in ſoeurity, 
and fix the ſtandard of perfection ſo far from 
the” ark! Doubtieſd, yo think (1 ſpeak 
00 bis Wörnber) thäe you have virtue ſuſf- 
Etertt to catry youth heaven Not that you 
| 4 grow in rwe or improve your talent. No; 
yout-condu proves that you are the fime to 
day us yeſterday, The years roll on, but yon 
tc Hud f and, the ſuns that will ariſe, in long 
Weben, win Sd you waortoniclt and uncbn- 
ttthed." > Whenee dees this deluſton rife? 
Not from tie plan of erey, revealed through 
TEETER 
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one aß us. * dies; he riſes again ; he pre- 
pares his | throne: to judge the world :, his 
| anger and his love have both effects, that are 
ctemal. Both fear and love, then, ſhould 
drive you to the mack, with cagles wings n nor 
ſhoald one day reproach: you with indolence 
and ſlumber. Miſtake not the rpad to hear; 

ven; remember your high callig gin Chriſt; 
and, let your ambition be, in ſome meaſure, 
adequate to its tranſcendent worth. Should 
you aim only at an inferior P ine, none but the 
moſt /exalted, is prepared for man. Theres 
no other, that will endure. Whgtever is of 
the earth is earthly, and can. laſt nd. 
than your lives: a,pgor recompepce for {lc 
2 dreadful exchangedarithe. ng gue vu? 
from Ig b ©] ed, 3 "rs ads x bus, 

Should you, my e Fa made ſome 
acual progreſs, in the chriſtian, calling, geſt 
not fatisfied With this, mor fix, yout, atten», 
tion upon what. is paſt. The danger lies not 
here: but in future trials. The eyil paſſions, 
which once robbed you of your God, are now. 
weakened; and, you behold, with igward 


ſatisfaction, the hazards you have eſcaped, and 
the courſe. you have left behind you, But 
beware of preſumption. So long as life 


5 remains, this caution. will be neceſſary, re- 
deem 
20 
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An rheine Win died race continues, 
you muſt preſs forward. If your paſt happy 
experiences ſhould make you! forget the duties 
tat lie before you, you will! have cauſe to 

mourn for your very ſucceſſes. Who can tell 
to what labours you may be called, or what 
conſlicts temain to be endured. At all events, 
you muſt; ſtill go on:; and, then, the ſame 
leader; on:whom-you-truſt, ' wilh.continue to 
fupport- you; and, the victories you have 
hitherto won, will n "I with the hope of, 


. 
. 


e b ol; or 20” vis 8 i 
„n SE ths nog [87 4061 (AS21840 Tt oe 
5 for boeh of icing chem; "whoſe, 
advanced. years denote à ſpeedy removal 
hence; 4s there any thing here, that can 
longer detain gur affections? What would 
you have, O ye devoted mortals? Would 
you have more pleaſure than you can taſte ? 
Would you increaſe your eatthly ſtores, When 
you are going to leave them? Let others 
madly purſue mad enjoyments: „ have "wn 
room for madneſs. Let others loiter, 0 
have no time for loitering. Though thought- 
les youth be taken in the ſnare, you cannot 
be deceived; by the faireſt promiſes of an allur- 
ing world. Though others forget, you muſt 


. remember; your 3 ſun NI An you of 
A N oF 7 | the 
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the approach of night. Bur, here is a prize; 
Here is your: hope, : your conſidente, yaut 
refuge. Let this, then, animate your endea - 
vou, and fill your expeRations; - that, fo; 
ee Ae able to ſay with the departing 
of old, “ have waited for thy fal- 
vation; O Lord.“ From hencey true comfort 
wil riſe, to alleviate the infirmities of your 
condition, and gild the evening of your days, 
with a ray of future bleſſedueſa. O happy 
end of a weary and laborious pilgrimage, when, 
con at the aft extremity, dach e you an 
Juin the ſohg af good old Simeon, “Lord 
no letteſt thou thyiforvant depait in peace 
Jceording. ts thy word; for mine eyes have 
Na e ſal vation oO avnd u 
052 (oy u ülnsig T1001 Sad; ; 1707 
fy Miva with: ' 1he! Father, and tht Holy 
Ghoſt, be. all glory" and "thank/yrving ak 
zn 12 n i 


21 et ANC 47 tx i 8 bern _ 4 OG. 1001 


0 . - * . 
r , A 1 "i. 5 " a 8 1 
5 7 260 : PL4 n . 101 n!! > 4 | Ati 
. „ 4 I X op Lot 
- 4544 Db we Þ, ” 5 * ? 71 80 EA TY. hg 


4 S. E774: - nne ISS... 70 ve gt: 4292 1 
* 7 


* 
— 
» 
P WW 
a 
"I 
* 


14 
— 
way 
r b 
„ 
4 
1 


et WA! 0 


; | a * 
wits 4 F 5 ? rink! Ot [. fs 71 27 84 | y 
' . 5 4 F Ys + 40 4 *. 5 10 1 \ 
= Pr © 90 5 


SERMON u. 3 55 


SY) Is 
55 „n 52 20 esa 
BAD COMPANY PERNICIOUS. | 

„ Nan Se l Hef ot Nec 
' if 15 r e o 


** ＋ A * 
* is t * Mr (Tf 1 Tr4" 1 12528 Takes. 


Nenn 75 7 '4 "2 Tuns, ils ö. — 5. 


Now toe command you, 227928 0 in the name 7 
bur Lord 7 efus Chrift, that ve withdraw 

 yourſebves from every brother that "walteth 

_ diſorderly, and not after the tradition, which 

be feceived of ug, TIN Fw 
: ; Apoſtle here 0 with * W 
-*"' rity of an Apoſtle. As his office gave 
him a right to aa obedience, ſo it laid upon 
him an obligation to exert it. That che 
Theſſalonians might receive his paſtoral ad- 
monition with the greater regard, it runs in 
the name of dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
commiſſion he bore, and who had a name 
Frven him, Which is above every name. Phe 
miniſters of rel gion Thould imitate the apoſtle, 
| reſpects. Far be it from us to 
 magaif-Guelyes, os cant of Hur oſſees 
* 75 dut 
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but, we are bound to maintain the + ide 
of our office, that we may promote the wel- 
fare of ode There is no room, then, for 
timidity, or a falſe complaiſance, which ſomo- 
times ſilence the warnings of duty, and always 
leſſen the force of our inſtructiong. That 
men may take no juſt exceptions againſt us, 
or our doctrine, we muſt bind no other than 
the yoke of Chriſt upon them, and ſpeak in 
no other name but his. If we thus adminiſ- 
ter our ſpiritual charge, then we ſhall have 
the ſupport of the Maſter we ſerve: he that 
heareth vs, heareth him, and he that deſpit- 
eth us, deſpiſeth him. eee | 


gy 


The admonition, which . 
preſent attention, is, of withdrawing from dif- 
orderly perſons, who walk out of their rank, 
as the word is in the original, which is taken 
from the rules of military diſcipline. We are 
no ſooner baptiſed, in the name of Chriſt, than, 
as ſoldiers marching under their leader, We 
become ſubject to the word of command. 
Our actions, our deſires, our thoughts, our 
words, our looks, our demeanor, our ſaluta- 
tions, are all under the regulation of his got 
pel and in his cognizance. Except in matters 


indifferent, he: leaves: nothing to cuſtom, or | 
"the 


20 6 
$a. « 
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the faſhion of the place, wherein we live; 
nothing to our own fancy, or inelination. 
Every part of our conduct is to be directed by 
obedience ; obedience to God, for his own 
fake; nge en Lepra mne 


Aw v - 


— by e are, ib 910 no 
regard to their Maſter, or what he preſcribes. 
If they know his will, they know it, only to 
diſobey it. They affect an independency of 
thinking and acting, and expect no judge to 
call them to aecount. Others there are, that 
pretend ſubjection to their Lord, yet will 
acknowledge no delegates of his authority. 
Too proud to ſubmit to the inſtructions of 
theit teachers, or obey every ordinance of 
man for conſcience ſake, they become diſor- 
derl and contumacious. 80 that their fins, 
chough of a different kind from thoſe of the 
profane, ſniew / the fame contrariety to the 
diſpoſition of the goſpel.” - Theſe, and ſach as 
theſe, it js to be feared, make a great majo- 
rity amongſt us. What, then, is to be done? 
Muſt wo ſequeſter ourſel bes from our fellow- 
creatures? The Apoſtle, Who here gives us 
the rule, iu another place limits: the extent 
of it, ſince otherwiſe we muſt needs go out 
| r en . 

I 1 bre- 
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at no relations; af human, een 
| forbids good men's endevoure to reclaim the 
wicked, by converſumg with them, $0-caytion 
the diſorderly, and extend the ihſinenoe af | 
ian kingdom of Chriſt... It forbids us indeed to 
entertain unneceſſary familiarities with evil 
men, to make them the dear cmpanions af 
; fie cee eee Gbps We 
1 : nun, perhaps, tha outcaſts af the earth hut 
the malignity of fin is the ſame, in the highaſt 
mation e grandeur therefore, muſt nat temeỹt 
5 us to court thoſe, "whom poverty wohl ſtrip 
of their borrowed ornaments. Intereſt muſt 
not direct us, in the choice of our companions, 
mor flartery allure the ſteady purpoſe: of ur 
Jouls. »:A ſtrict ſenſe of duty to God will h 
ſuperſede Pe ——— — 
5 angularity, a ene pa if 
We are not to hate the perſons, but, the n- 
_ . ices: of eyil men- Weare to convinge the 
World, that nothing conciliates, our eſtrem, ſo 
much as picty and holineſa; and, theratare, 
whilſt our delight is in thaſe, that engen in 
ꝛuirtue, we ſhall effe&ually. ſhen the, cane 


of oug juſt partialiy. i eee eee 
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Bad Company pernicious. 33 
That wi may be properly influenced to 
regulate; bur, conduct, according to this rule, 1 
ſhall cadeavour to enfbrce ſome : powerful 
matives, which may engage us to WR 
from evil and eee 
Wm 110614 cc 1 64 rc i 
The firſt reaſon, Libel avdations ** the 
fake: of the ſinners themſelves, that they may 
be convinced of the odious nature of fin. 
There is a ſhame and intrinſic vileneſs in all 
iniquity. At is the buſineſg of the reſolyed 
ſinderato bide this vileneſs from himſelf, and, 
i poſſible. to give it credit in the world, 
MWden it has procured this, and becomes the 
faſnion of ther times, the ſinner's deformity ãs 
hidgeng dd Puts on the fair face of beauty. 
not indeed in the eyes of chriſtians, butzip 
the general opinion. It appears, without 
bluſhing in places of reſort. and contends for 
augbaracter. But let not ſincere chriſtians 
contribute to this impoſture. . As they ic 
the; maſk: of vice, let them, amongſt other 
etſforts of chtiſtian charity, in mere pity, to 
their brethteu, give them. a. ſilent reproof, at 
Malt by refuſing their countenance and 
friendſhip, This Would, perhaps, convince 
enn chat how high ſoever they weren in 
aYoL. II. J 
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* eee 
dbeif own eſicern;/they were tate very low 


in the eſteem of the truly wiſe. It might 
make them aſhamed that their leproſy was 
known, and that they were ſhunned, as con- 


tagious perſons. Wbo knows but this might 


bring them to reflect, that if their character 
was loathſome in the eyes of good men, it was 


r eee 


lig Mes bah, that . onto. of aha 


w not harden them into a: falſe ſecurity; 
when-we. give a friendly ſhelter to their vices ? 
<<Falſe friendſhip, indeed, and worſe than 
enmity, that does not ſeek to bring them 
back, but encourage them do ge forward in 
pens ain: N KN; 4 lit Dat, 11 4s. 
0948 re tn lt dt ot tings HHP: 
Whos ce. is that we ene partakers of 
their guilt, and God +hath- a - controverſy 
_ gainſd"us,//on this accounts! Is the divine 
honour ſo cheap in our eyes, eee 
i trampled on with complacency? Where 

s our fidelity to the beſt ofimaſters? — 


lenſe of duty, in the molt glorious caviſe d He 


that is not with God, is againſt him I 18 
not ſoffeient that the chriſtian * hieafelf 
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fumpiuous ſinhers. „Fot his veputationy ipothe p 
workd,becomesa ſtimbling-block to the weak. | 
aud ia made therebyrthe inſtrument of ruin⸗- 
Bab e uchät dom this treachery be owing ien 
wFigot 202 hratt, ſetretiy attached: to tha lovF 
chain; anrtninly to great imprudenct. Far 
dchat Tontauhion hath Chriſt- with Belial 4 
Org what alfaice can there be, 'betwedu:the 
edlightened cho e of Chriſt i and ile dies 
of iniquity. Holineſs and finy-ordec auh ds 
order, are in direct oppeſition to each other. - 
Ni uxteumpt to manite them can ſucceerl. But | 
exainple,” 10 Keep their charattar pure ini 
unſullied. They cannot waſh the Hthiopian 
lle z but, by their imprudent conuex ius, 
chey ma theniſelves cobtrałt a ſtraia of d- 
our, which paſiibly no future cou 
waſh away? | uud bus e aabigugay ods 
vhohtetib , 200612997 e al Na 


— they wilt:cotre@rite 
Main of ſtir alſo, and bebame like their'agad- 
pale There! are: few that have not ry- 
<eived ſome cehgious impreſfions, whith; if 
Improved;-will-produce'a holy sed heavenly | 
22 Bot — 
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to deface theſe, that the company of men, 


oppoũtion to all religion? The ordinary 


the purity of chriſtian virtue. How: much 


more adverſe is the contagion of ill example! 
The more we are infected with it, the more 


thoſe exerciſes of religion, which We on 
attended with fervour and delight, will gra- 
dually n eee, 
entirely omitted. FOR n 1 i 10 


Ace es 463 it; I þ9h 4-4 Paid. 1 t. 618510 


ee eee eee reſalu- 


| 4tivns:to-oppoſe the power of ſin, an evil and 


beloved companion is the moſt ſucceſaful in- 
will caſt a veil over his vices; ee of 


vetting e 5 


the unguarded ear, and then captivate the 


heart. His voluntary entrance into diſorderly 


drgpany proves, that his religious purpoſes | 
dogin to waver, and that he is half a convert 


to their practices. It is a ſilent invitation to 


*the ' tempter to captivate hm, Who deludes 
+dimiclf: and a no leis encouragement to the 


their perſons. Not being able to bear the 
reproach of ſingularity, they will attempt 
every means to ſeduce and deſtroy. Slander, 
Hphiſtry," ridicule, ſerious reaſoning, will not 
be wanting. How ſucceſsful" they are, daily 
experience witneſſes. The victims of falſe 
Friendſhip are many. Many an unhappy 
youth, who will at firſt, perhaps, ſhudder at 
an outfageous'fin, is induced, by the example 
and encouragement of others, to go on by 
little and little, till at length he is acquaintetl 
with the depths of iniquity. That very ſin, 
which he once abhorred, loſes its frightful 
mein, and even becomes the object of tiis + 
purſuit. The tranſition is eaſy from practiſ—- 
ing it himſelf to recommeind it to others. 
Indeed, when his own conſeience is waſted, 
| -he has no other refuge, but to ſpread the 
devaſtation in his turn, and, begebe heap 
| tempter, n n re ruin - 
W $1141 oft FN TE 1 by 2180 
But , although he sel uct arrive! at this 
Aue whilſt he continues linked with 
evil men, his recovery is difficult. The 
Warnings and reprovfs of pious friends, will 
da counteracted/ by the laughter of his oo m- 
3 The erdinances df God will de 
D 3 t * | 
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Pieved the ſpirit of God, by log reſüan, 


dent not only involves us in their {guilt but 


leſt ye be conſumed in all their ſins“ This 


Dorah and his company had claimed the pti- 
wege of being holy and thought of nothing 
N 3218 TS © mar 5 


avoided, or at leaſt eſteemed burthena d 
than the means of edificationh. And, having 


and unfaithfoltiefs, can he expect that it ſhould 
return, and/occupy that heart, Which is made 


b patrons * W Stufe dg 
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«Wet: Further, an Mono with wicked 


in their puniſhment} too, How can it be 
otherwiſe, When its very direct tendency ix to 
prepare us for it? What can be the end ei an 


| ungodly and diſſolute liſe, but a hopeleſs 


death? God hath given us many warnibgs 
bf this. His word inforins us, [that he 
companion of fools ſhall be-deftroyed.”. There 
is hidden evił᷑ in ĩniquity w boſe yery;itouch | 
is fatal: there is a oontagion in reſolute i, 
that can be expiated onhy by dis uſtice. 
Hence, Maſes warns the Iſraelites to flet from 


the devoted Corah, and his cy Do- 


part, I pray you, from the tents of theſe 
wicked men, and touch nothing of tiair's, 


i a leſſon to us, to depart from the rebellibus, 
und thoſe who hate conformity: to rule. 


leſs 


| [WP IO APEES 30 
en than being fwallowed up by the earth 
Vet chis is the voice of Moſes, Depart 
from theſes wicked men. Accordingly, we 
them. But they fled from their punithment, 
not from their in. Fer we afterwatds: find, 
that they murmured at their deaths; for 
nnen with the 
eee 5 SIZE. 
— then, the fruit of diſorderly. con- 

an; Is this the end of ſinful compa- 
nions, that their houſe is the way to hell, 
going down to the chambers of death? Qh, 
who would purehaſe the ſhort-lived pleafure 
of their friendſhip, for an end ſo fatal and 


| deplorable! Alas, all that rendered the inter- 


courſe of ſinful men delightful, will then 
eorne to its period. The ſcenes of mirth and 
raillery will be cloſed; and mutual upbraid- 
Ings and reproaches will ſucceed. No peace 


Will be there, but everlaſting enmity and dif- 


cord. 'Should any of you be ſo unhappy as to 
ſuffer this extremity of woe, your partners an 


aſter. Bitter reflection l that thoſe ſor whom 
vou have loſt your fouls, ſhould make your - 


o * more tormenting?- But there - will 
e. D 4 * then 


deceived are taken in the ſnare. Then will 
thoſe wretches, that boaſted, of the numbets 
they had deluded, find themſelves the moſt 
deceived ; ſince, though the once gloriedꝭ iu 
mn, aud madly. called it freedom, they will 

a and bondage. 1 A 2 * M43; noi 
tel 

But, laſtly, let me, * Wale you; my 
brethren, to take the advice of divine wiſ- 
dom, My fon, if ſinners entice thee, con- 
ſent thou not. Enter not into the path of 
4s wicked, and go not in the way. of eil 
men. Avoid it, paſs not by it; turn from 
4 it, and paſs away. Whatever character they 
allume, ruin and death attend them. Where 
the danger is more imminent, there a greater 
caution is neceſſary. It is neceſſary, therefore, 
in thoſe ſins, which take the more ready hold 
of our corruptions the ſins Which eaſily beſet 
us. It is eſpecially neceſſary in popular ſins, 
which, holding privileges before us, to which 
we have no right, gratify our pride at the 
expence of duty, and alſo in the allurements 
of pleaſure, Which flide inſenſibly into an un- 
guarded heart. Be reſolute, then, my friends, 
*. 7 engagements to God, e | 
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 Gonlsi/ en as unſd- 
ciable; but, let not your own conſciences con- 
demn you, as unfaithſul. Remember, you 
have a Maſter to ſerve, whole favour is infi- 
Aitely more valuable than the applauſes of 
fr in competition wih i, ar wiva, and of 
8 | = tonga 
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a cara now; ny myſelf ee young i 
16 unexperienced among you. Lou are en- 
tering upon the dangers of your pilgrimage: 
you are arrived to a very important criſis f 
your lives, in which your temper is ſocial and 
unſuſpecting, ready to believe the pretenſions 
of deſigning men, and to comply with vici- 
ous cuſtoms. Here, then, weapons of a he -- 
venly temper, and courage more than human, 
are neceſſary for you. Uſe, I beſeech you, the 
helps, which your religion adminiſters: call 
every weapon to your aid, which may enable 
you to prove victorious. Many thouſands of the 
lain lie before your eyes, not with the ſword 
of open enemies, but the careſſes of falſe and 
treacherous friends. Dear, indeed, may theſe 
friends be; but, your lives and fouls are ſtill 
dearer. For theſe, then; Lentreat you: by 
| | . 
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All that is truly deſirable in life by all thit'k 
dreadful in death, I entreat eee 
| . of FF n 
ee e 
And Sree ws . the world is 
| — let me exhort you, if you are 
reſolved to avoid its ſnares, to betake your- 
ſelves to the company of thoſe, ho havr 
overcome the world. There is a feetobumn, 
in the counſels of the unaffectedly pious, which 
is ſometimes able to mollify vevenan'ofdu- 
mate finger. How much more, then, when 
vou are joined with them in the bands of 
chriſtian friendſhip; will they enliven and 
oldlify your heart! They will ſhew you the good 
and the right way; they will point out to you 
your peculiar dangers, and exeite you to per- 
eee. by 2 experience and oonViction of 
value thoſe, who — 8 
you their treaſures of ſpiritual nme 
ener, ure, At" g ver ee ere 
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ene . not to N to 
'that fountain, from whence all grace and 
ee ate-deriveds' Wau bu eit 
in the midſt of darkneſs, a preſervative in 
a an antidote againſt the infection of 
| * 


Bad Company pernicious. 43 
fn? Would you have liberty after ſervitude 
health and oration. after ou. ſickneſs? 
apply for to God,” his name, who 
hath purchaſed theſe bleſfiige, and is both 
able and willing-te-confer: them upon you. 
If, during his refidenec amongſt us, one touch 
- of his garment was healing,” there is in him 
ſtill virtue ſufficient ts ſupply every _— 
and reſtore way Nes and cverapyed, hal, 


May, then, this great Emmanuel has our 
pry our companion, and friend! May his 
divine conſolations flow into our hearts, that 
whether i in company or Glitide, we may by 
ſatisfied with m 
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T. Or 3 fake theſe with, | 
of the worſhipper of idols. Dectived 
in the very foundation of his religion, his 
faith, his devotion, his dependance, his hope, 
were equally vain. But it is not idolatry 
alone, that affords a ſhelter to ſelf-deceit. It 
is a frequent and cloſe attendant upon every 
deviation of the human heart. The gene- 
rality of ſinners, at the ſame time that they 
are enſlaved to the moſt vicious practices, 
deceive themſelves into an opinion, not indeed 

that every part of their conduct will bear the 

teſt of reaſon, but that the main tenox of their an 
NA e 5 lives N 
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lives is-cighty//and that the condition of their 


ſouls lis healthy land ſecure. | Accordingly, So- 
lomon tells us, that the ways of a mam are 
right, in Try rs wat A L than 


n its proper Fane; te | 
inſtead of adminiſtering light, to accafion the: | 
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anon ee tHe ee vi Ws | fy to 

cos ſelf-love, which--produtes this 8 
tiality in men, and makes them willing ta 
think the beſt of their own condition Arid 
no wonder: it is this, my brethren, which 


influences: your judgments even in things, in 


For; have you not the art to perſuade your- 
ſelves af the truth of what you are diſpoſeũ to 
believe d And, are you not apt, in the com- 
mon oocuxrenoes of life, to entertain, without 
$xamination, thaſe ſentiments, . which ſuit 
your own taſte and humour? Indeed, you 
ſetzgwantly betray great partiality in theſe judg- 
ments, ſa that whilſt the prepoſſeſſion laſts, 


nay, often-oppole the conviction of the plain 
at facts. If your on intereſts be, even 
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which you ate: not immediately concerned. 


vou wüll pay no regard to contrary evidences, 


rtemotely, concerned, egg e 8e 3 
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As men are thus partial to, cht humour! 
Whilſt they are reſolved, not. to pant 


thoſe objects, on which they have fed their 
hearts, they endeavour to approve! ther 
Should their conſciences remonſtrate they 
reaſon in their on defence; and wie a vuriety 
of arts and ſubterfuges to ſilenoetho reproathes 
of their own' minds. By degrees, the ſtern 
voice within bevomes more mild - and trafta- 
ble, tilllat length they gibe it the confideriee 
peng 5-48 od make it'd partie £0 Aaia7 
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ni The diffi oye eee ee 
portionable to the ſtrength and ſenſtbility of 
their conſciences. We daily ſee men of | 
neglected educations, and'grofs/apprehenfionis} 
but little incommoded by the-lohecks ef u 
ward monitor Multitudes, having never 
been accuſtomed to attend to its tiene und 
ſtrangers, in a great meaſure, not only to the 
general tenor of their condoct, but 9s [the - 
principles by which they ate influenced; Jive 
and believe a ie. The meaneſt, indeed, hu 
the word of God before them; but ty der- 
ther hear it, nor read it with due regard 
No more is it to them, than a boek ſealed, 3 
goſpel hidden; it gives them n rale of duty; 
#4 a ; it 
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wm. See * 
it lezdls them into no light, to, dim ihemm te 
| charadiee;fromrthe world, and not from God. 


his ſabbaths, blaſpheme his name ? With ali 
_ theſÞ ſins about then, they will aſſume the 
plea of am hour bear. Whaty though ther 
are vaſlichful ſervants, unchriſtian parents, 5 
and negligent of every finer obligation abtheir 
calling, they appeal: to their neighbours, fos. 
their reputation, and dare the tongues of cen- 
fare: But ſhould not this! miidrahle boaſt 
remain, ſtall they are no worſe thancmapy 
others/ und hope to fare as well. d they. Aud; 
in the upptbaches of death, any appreben- 
| —.— futurity ſhould: diſturb their mind, 
_ they ſodthe thleic fears; by forming to them 
| ſelves an idol god; ſuch an one as themſel vu, 
who will be no ſtricter, 20 be ſure, ax-judginng 
tan, than they have been in their ive and, 
mmm gilt 21 n 
-cmuniing; 2&0; een n 88H A | 
Others there are, who pity — : 
idity of conſcience, and thin ne ceſlary 2 
por en the fore of 'godlinek.). This is the = 
voice of reaſon, that God is to be worſhipped: 


— * q 


N 5 


{4 and, inſtead of producing a holy:-atid:iſpitis 
eee 4386750 external hamage! 
cs mals the:placeicf humu- 
ty, reſignation, purity, devotign, aud all|the 
inward/graces,: which true religion iuſpires- 
Ini the mean time, they are willing to per- 
ſunde themſelves, that. all is well, and expect 
at their laſt ſumtnons, that the churgh ſhould 
be their paſſport to eternity, though they have 
only aimed at a thelter within its walls 


r 10 eg Dον Dν,jQuun i hte mail 
-1:As an: attention to forms deludes ſome; 
amattachment to peculiar tenets in religion, 
deludes others. To give their names 10 
party, is, in their fooliſh imagination, a ſecu- 
rity, that they are enrolled, in the book of 
God. Perhaps, they go much further than 
this: together with their ſchiſm, they hold 
orthodox opinions; perhaps, they maintain the 
neceſſity of the.renewal 4 the heart, and the 
affections. Vet ſo blind is man, that this 
very perſuaſion becomes itſelf the inſtrument 

afin dangerous ſelf . deluſion; and, inſtead of 
exciting them to purity, and renewed obe - 


dience, ſhall only tempt them to an invidieus 


compariſan of themſelves with others, fil! 
them with more ꝓerverſeneſa, and ſet them. = 
1 8 
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are neceſſam for every Chriſtian, yet are 
exccedingiy partial to themſelves, when they 
apply them to their on heart and condyQ, 
Nay, the very ſang, perſous;; who form an 
ö . 
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d fan greater diſtance; from the kingdom 
heaven, than the; ſupine, and ignorant. 
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"When Oliver 8 Pe had; ruled 


this infatuated nation with great tyranny, and 


inſolenceʒ lay upon his death · bed; be expreſſed 


ſome ſeruples upon the condition of his ſoul; 


But the fanatical, preachers; that were about 


him, told; him. there was no room for doubt, 
as be had once experienced an intereſt, in 
Cbriſf. Which was greater, the folly, or 4 


preſumption of theſe: men, it is difficult to 


determine: But of his wwe ane certain that 
bey were lying prophets; becauſe; they ao 
aſſured. him nnen NIE e. Eh 
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fully convinced, that both faith, and praftice, 
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adeed, there are ſome opinions, that have a 
=p and direct tendency to produce pride, 
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focht, they eammot vindicate" vice; but they 


ſelves. They cantiot . ove e „ 


ean mis-exlt both, and delude 'themſelves by 


p their own miſtakes. | Perhaps, they are noto- \ 
riouſly wanting in the neceſſary duties uf reli- 
gion; they will not own har to be religion 


whith they want: they call it bigotry, or 
foperſtition. They have not an obedient and 
bumble mind; but they are che aſſerters of 
liberty, and ſcorn a mean and ahject ſpirit. 


e would term a penurious fordidnefs, 


umprejuczced, they wüfully miſtake for 
1 Nay, ſelfiſhneſs may ſo far predo- 
minate; that" oppreſſive cruelty ſhall be digni- 
fied witk the name of juſtice. Mirth and 
Wod huriour ſhall be an apology for the en- 
travay ies of a diſſolute mind. Sometimes, 

1 it out a few particular virtues, and 


pat ibem for the whole of religion: or, what 


is the mere production of natural diſpoſition, 
is'miſevnceived for the ery ſumtmit of evan- Wy 


gehcal righteovines, Jam a tender father, 
à Kind huſband; a geherous maſter; am I not 


| therefore à ſincere Chriſtian ? I fill my pro- 
per ftation' irh dignity; 1 adorn 2 public 

Character; 18 there, chen, any bär to m. a-. 
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his moral attributes, and ſtop his judgment. 
Fs there, then, no delvſive; plea, remaining? 
Alas} ene there is, made up of promiſes, and 
future hopes. It is true, I acknowledge that 


een n 


of u Mtus, h taken for the whale, 1 1 
te Wants of the pot f. I ſubſeriba to charita · 


ble iuſtitutions; have I not, therefore, the 
ſublime. glace of charity? At other times, 
When men are conſcious of their total Want 
of ſame particular vir, they magaify the 
endowments they happen to poſſeſß. 7 


ate to atane for all the imperfections of their 


ſouls. Nay, ſome fingle accompliſhmeut is 


often pleaded. againſt the perpetyal omiſſon 

of every religious duty. But, ſhould con 

. . ſcience be tit unſatisfied, pleas. are. theh 
derived from human frailty; That frajleyy 
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which is itſelf condemned, would rob Gad of 


Tan not hat 1 ought to be: nay, I live in 


| bondage 40 fn. But, let me bug my chains s 
little longer, Let this day be entitled to ſume 
indalgence. 1 will ſto-morrow, or ſome ſu- 
rute day break. through bus Share, 2 1 
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all tbeſe caſes, there appears 2 falſe teuder- 
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7Y R The Self thi 5 er. | i | 
with Binden towards our Mater. 00 is 
always ready to teach the humble, 25d ſatisfy 
the enquiring foul. | His ſpirit "eartic im! 
plored, his word honeſtly applied, his light 
religiouſly preſerved, and kept burnin ng within 
us, would enable us to ſcrutinize our fouls, - 
; aud expel their darkneſs.” But if theſe guides 
are rejected, and we are in love With ſpiritual 
darkneſs, what remedy is there for the obſti- 
nately blind? If men neither know, nor 
wilt know, the depraved condition of their 
fouls, they will ſee no [neceſſity for's reſtora- 
tion. Or, if they hide their chief diſorder, * 
"they ſeek only a partial change, and then 
what cure can be expected! The latent 
plague will prey like a worm upon the heart, 

| and blaſt the fruit of the faireſt tne 20 
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101 us conſider a little its effects pda vl 
preſent conduct. The man, unconſcious of 
his ſoul's diſeaſe, if he is not ſunk in total 
mdolence, will be employed in buſineſs not 
his own. Falſely aſſured, that all is well 
within, what paſſes abroad will chiefly occupy 
bis thoughts. Unblanicable himſelf, he finds 

fault with things be underſtands not; he con- 
demns his betters, and endeavours to amend 
. K him 
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5 22 . 
himſelf, and triumph over "THEM 
_ emancipates himſelf from the plaineſt;dutics, 
his imagination is occupied with his privileges 
weng, Alas! what avultitudes may. be quoted 
35 examples of this? When men forego the r 
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When, they; thus..bliodly;fallow. the 
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Ws Ment colnet can have no 
_ poſiivle, effect upon thoſe, who delude their 
owa. ſonla Perhaps, they deſpiſe the: words 
_ but ſhould:they;youckfate to, hear j it, it pro- 
its not. Its genoral cats.areiiegharubiſt- | 


they think, belong only to others. The mot 
swakening diſcourſes loſe their efficacy. with 
thoſe hearers, whoſe: only buſinaſs it nis, to 
gratify their curioſity, to exerciſe their cen - 
ſura, ob ite feed their, pride. And, ſhould 
they, as it is prabable. be unſatisied with the 
bas fat * ranged 0503 * preaches, 
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as to expreſs, by our outward de- 
mennor, the inward diſpoſition. of the mind. 
As this is obſervable in our general inter- 
courſe with each other, excluſive of the 
faculty of ſpeech, ſo particularly in thoſe 
duties of civility, which men owe; to their 
ſuperiars, whether in age, or ſtation. The 
exterbal modes of fulfilling theſe; duties, are. 

0 be determined by the cuſtorns of different 
nations; but the obligation to the duties 
* not from cuſtom; it is bond upon 
tze conſciences of men, by the authority orf 
| God. Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary 
; and honour the face af ** old . 


4 Yo ate Aged. — 61 
God, 'enjoin'this debt of foverenice, who have 


nid mine Hotibur upon the aged and as 1 


"Eg eſteem it paid to tae iti their perſons, ſo Þwill | 


| of it, as an infult upon my 
own authority, and will puniſh it a8 ſuch. 
Vou will obſerve, ry brethren, that God uſes 
the fame language here, as lie does in com- 
minding duties immediately relative/to'him- 


ff. ve ſhall net ſweur by my name 
= | | 


filſety, either alt thbu profane the name of 
| thy God: Lam the Lord.“ An obſervation | 
this: Which not only vindieates the ſubject of 
alſo requires ehe utmoſt gtrention of all, wh 


| Hear me, and wil gain that attention from 


every oe, who knows and conſiders the full 
irripþortance of this awful declaration: Fam | 
| the Lord” Jos! mY Or Mid Wigs e 
rer een nt mo He ieh 
mitn the ptimitive age of the World, we have 
reuſon to think the duty iuthe text was held 
moſt ſacred. The firſt man muſt have been 
long the object of vetieraticny to bis ume 
detcendants. These ale, from their lehgth 


63 ĩ ¼ Feuer un dle . 
nued, a regard! would be paid to theit up = 
rience, which was then the ptineipal teams 
of attaining wild. And that this conti- 
nued fur. many ages, we haye the moſt ample 
proof. In every civilized age of antiquity, 
whoſe records are handed down to us, all 
agtee in giving to age its due honeur and 
reſpect. The yerꝝ idiom and uſage ef ther 
cuſtomary language is a prof of this. Their 
mangemealleylireghininſtancy, en Ge mo . 
| e eee prahare.of 
their ſuperiors. And we are infonmed by 
eero, oy at Rome, in the time of Cato 
the elder, the: moſt ſeropulous regard, was 
paid to the . by the young and the infe: 
nor. Nay, ſo odious did the pride of youth | | 5 
 appear'to the beſt and wiſeſt ancievts, that i; | 
a young man did not riſe up before his agg 1 
ſuperior, they thought ĩt a crime of ſuch mag.. 
nitule, as to be worthy of being pyniſhed ” Fc 
bath itſelf. But, in proportion as the, man- | 
ners of. men became bvorrupted, their raften- 
tion Was talern off from thoſe duties, 'which 
Dod and nature dictate: falſe refinemetts/togk 
| place;:'a: deceitful ſtandard of manners. was 
introduced, ad pretended endow ments claim: 
A and obtained the regard. which is due no 
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ariſen, and the moſt poliſhed amongſt them are 
oſten ſtrangers 40. Civllity. Need I quote; for 
2 proof of this, that execraple: rr 


; A YI 


the ſorm and outward proſeſſion of ichrif 
tianity; {> that it. is no wonder, if the obyecta 
of their veneration and eſteem, aud of all 

thoſe, who are ſo depraved as to applaud 


them, ſo proſſigate us toamitate them; are not 
the aged, not the deſerving, uot thoſe that 
dear the honours uf their God, not thoſe they 


; — MICS TIA TS Stheond 


- hems; privilege, the vain pretenders 0 


ſuperior knowledge, and thoſe 'who-cowrt po- 
15 L. rer ee ve aten 
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But, though:theſe evil enamples ſhould be 


more numerous than they are, you are not to 
follow them. It is neoeſſary for yu to fix 
your attention upon that ſtandurd of manners, 
which claims for its author vue fountain of al 


0 


ing 


| real ſuperiority tiority.- Henwe; rioviithinading Wing the F 
Sans ee idelntey has | 


64 n 7 5 
ing FIRE that path of duty, which is 
guarded by the moſt ſolemn. and inmoyeable | 
fanRions. ,. **;'Thov ſhalt riſe up before the 
boary head, and honour. the face of the old 
rann e ee ee ie 


en N e 
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du and becoming manners , Ager 0 
Ls enen ee ee ee: 
In the firſt place, I all appeal to your 
humanity. Vou know the infirmities of age 1 
this is the condition of human life. The 
| chearful flow. of health and ſpirits is gradually 
checked by increaũng ears. This i Wwiſelr 
ordained by Providence to admoniſh us, . 
here is not our hotne, and that we muſt pte · 
pare for our departure. But this 18 3 . 
00; that "_ peculiar attention from 
It is a tribute demanded — own nature, 
to throw a reſpectful veil over its infirmitiss, 
and alleviate its ſorrows, by avoiding every 
appearance of contempt. This is a debt due 
. * the moſh. helpleſs re- 


quire 


quire he e When age and 
poverty unite in imploring this attention, 


they ſpeak a language well known to every 
tender breaſt. 80 that the well · nurtured 


proportions his regards to the Wants of others. 


Phbis reflection will 2 


thoſe, ho are ſo far from reſpecting age, that 
neither godlineſs, nor pity, can call forth. 5 
latent ſpark of virtue; who make ſuperior, 
year the object of their reproach ; who ridi- 
cule the bald- head, and the faultering tongue; 
or ho, with unfeeling depravity, wound the 
breaſt of an aged parent, with contempt. If 
an ſuch ſhould be found amongſt us, and ĩt 
is to; be feared there are ſuch, whilſt, we grieve 


for the afflicted, let us not ſorget much more 
to grieve for n Ns our- 
975 e 2113 OF 4 oY e007 - ds; 2 


D ee 
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call for our compaſſion, ſo they. are often 
recompenſed by ſuch ſtores of wiſdom d 
experience, as demand aur veneration. If 
theſe ſhauld be attended with true piety, and 


reſignation, and the accompliſhment of the: | 


good fight of faith, the hoary head is then a 


crown of lee, old age 
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6s . 
- 


Veuth, who ubites humility with-compaſſians, 
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thus bleſſed, it is aan 
ſuvgs ;. and we may ſpeak of it in the words; 
cf Job, in pride in above; nibies.* Th 
topaz of Mthiopia cannot equal it, neither 
can it de valued wich fme gold. However, 
8 eber Oele to e rer 
— en, hardly any — 
| and experience may not 'chalienge' 
me regard and attention, froin the nen 
neuded- 1 mid, f am young,“, fays'Dlibe: 
to the friends ot Job, and ye h very. vids 
wherefore I was afraid, ad durſt not ſheur 
-you my opinion. Days ſhould” ſpeak, ang 
maltitudes of years ſhould teach wiſdom,” 
Though endowed. with this modeſty, Elihu. 
was initiated in the ſchool of wiſdom  &' 
youth wiſe, and yet humble; what / a re- 
proach te thoſe, who, to the ignoraneerof © 
youth, join the arrogance of knowledge; but 
an example tp others, - who are deſirous of 
growing in wiſdom, as they grow in ſtature, 
and. ot attaining the m re . 
3 poquileaaiesthely belt, i. Bgbrer 
than vanity, and more dangemus than the 
darkeſt ignorance. Are you, then; redlly de- 


rous of n 
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er thoſe, "who ue appointed by God, as the 


bs geardians of your inexperience ; ſeel not that 


vbich years alone can give; 


OT WIE eee, oy. 


ang un dntoconting cherer. 
D 

Should A of pov ti ere ee 
to theſe arguments, and produce your . 
drawn from the faſhion of the times, 
pretended liberality of ſentiment, or your own 


you of his authority and command, before 


whom all pleass are vain, and by whoſe ſentence 
you ſtand or fall for ever. The Lord your 


God, — he hath given you this commandment, 


and he hath not repealed it. It is en in 

his mord law; and bis goſpel enjoins the 

very ame thing. * Ve younger, ſubmit 
| yourſelves to the elder, yea, all of you be 


ſubject one to another, and be clothed with 
hurnility, for God reſiſteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble. And let the 
_ elders, that rule well, be counted worthy of 


elder women ders“ Theſe are pre- 
cepts, that will fit neither the proud, nor 
ws, nor the conceited. But what 
| „„ os 
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ſuperior knowledge, I ſhall then admoniſſi 


double honour, on account both of their age A 
and office.” Intreat elders, as fathers, "the | 
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well your, account, à life of | rudeneſs. and 
e " And, hon you.be called to an 


. . 8 4 a | 
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then ? no other duty of the goſpel cam fund 
admittance into their obdurate hearts. 9 | 


poſition, cau payne lubject to the law 2 


Chriſt. They. receive with meekneſs the en- 


| grafted word, They are partakers of that 


grace, which enables them to regulate their 
conduct, not according to the faſhion of the 
times, but the wiſdom of God. Not con- 
tent to ſhun the contempt of the aged, they. 
behold- in them the memorials of their own. 

duty, and remember the ancient of days, by- 
whom. they will be owned as children of his 


own family. But can, you, whoſe behaviour 


ſhews, that you are not taught in this ſchool, | 


lay claim to ſuch a relation? If he is your 


father, where is the filial reverence q owe 


him? If he is your maſter, here is your | 
regard for his precepts? If you honour not 


your aged ſuperior, whom you have ſeen, 
how can you honour God, Whom you have 


not ſeen? „And if you ſhould thus be deſti · 
tute of the fear of God in youth, what fruits 
of piety can you produce in age? What con- 


ſolation is there to ſupport you in the hour of 
death, when you have ſent before you, to 


early 
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early teckoning, your youthful cuſtoinary ſins 
Will hereafter overwhelm you, with ſhame «nd 
woe, to far, 1 oo | 
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2 Bet as it is the duty of ak young to reve- 
rence the aged, a duty ariſing from natural 
ſuperiority, there are alſo acquired diſtino- 
tions amongft men, arifing from their ſtations, - 
which'it is lawful for no man to diſregard; or 
deſpiſe. You, then, that 'are inferior; muſt 
in your behaviour to your ſuperiors, Iook be- 
 youd' A thin, to the will and authority of your” 
Maker. For, fince he wills theſe diſtinctiens, 
he Wills they ſhould be preſervgd,” which-caw + 
ofily be done by à reverent and dutiful be- 
_  hdViour towards thoſe that bear them, Ace- 
 cordingly, we are enjoined, univerſally,” to 
render honour ts whom honour is due. 8 | 
that the more a man is influenced by religion, 
. tte more pure will be the regards, which he 
Pays to his fellow-creatures. As a man of a 
truly gracious ſpirit wilt alwayFive them that 
ditection, "which the author of grace enjoins, 
ſo falſe principles. of eſteet are inconſiſtent? 
with religion, If we telly approve'the _ = 
that” are excellent, we” mall not pay thoſe 
oferings to cuſtom, which are demanded by 
doty. Wee not to lock up to perfons it 
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| thoſe, who have bad it, ſame are to be found, 


7. Rewawetth Ad 
high, ſtations with. Chviſh awe, byt. ſhould 
regard the honour, which God has appexed to 
that ſtation. Nor is politeneſs alone + proper 


ſubſtitute for good manners. A poliſhed edu- 


cation ĩs the privilege of few, and eyen.amongſt 


who deteſt every. appearance. af duty thwards 
God or man. But, civility of demeangr, is the 
duty of all. The loweſt aud moſt ignorant 


- muſk obſerve it tawards their ſuperiors 3. there 


is x10, diſpenſation whatever, ho ſituation. theg 
will juſtify.its neglect. Intereſt is à pripeiple 
equally, degrading, hen/it Grey pur Wan- 


ners. They pſt he ſhewn, not becanſe, u 


expect ſomething more valuable from. man, 


ke Ins ery wie look up to that God. wha 
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Brow hands: 5 hw! thay inde 
bn more from thrit manne f than their 


opinions, or preteuſions . Miſtaka me dot. a 
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EN as 7255 fruit agnzogſt; 4 Which, f 
God expects ip. the vineyard,! which he cut, 
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vates,—ag a neceſfary effect of that᷑ ſa 


tonck to produce an uniform ſabaaifſjon; to hs 
Will, What are n 


An 
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| of a deluded mind}; What 
— uy? 
What are aſſurances without 1 
affzpring_ of vanity, and conceit? | 
a de Þicits of men. 4% Ye ſhall, know 
them by, their fruits.” A, bald and. inſolent 

gretender in religion conviee, himſelf, He 
guly, who knows and keegs his ation, and. 5 
16d by, the gentle ſpirit al the gaſpel, juſtifies | 
: the wiſdom. he profelles. ,, He only, wild, cer We 
KEE. the rige, and wear the, crown ß 
pure;and triumphant faith. . It ill, ſcares be 4 

 negellary; ty, add, that as, theſe outward e 8 

eee . e 1. 

wee Feng anlegr, there. in 0h uy + 7 
N „ 
mnk;of..j By, andi that qe iÞ 1. 4 
the regions of immortal felicity, er 
ſpirits are entitled to ſuperior honours... 


_ mayaSybluoi}yicor Ne oH ned. oi. 
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We d deemed nondle Gs by: abr thaughtfal 
4 26, pipug, becauſe, we. live ini times. top 
level. diſtinRinns, whenimany oftopus | 
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ire derer was à time, except tte timts uf 
Hheral confaftön, when it mey be mort fad 
bythe aged, -t they that are younger than I. 


reflection. the young meh behave theinſthes 


proudly RN: tl aliblent;” and "tHe Yaſe 
towards the" honourable. 0 3 is 0 14 


and rw the ſtint Terreat df 3 — 
65, here it Was „ UHοw n. 
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3980 Fihal eonclude this Aifcobfüe with am ütl 


exeſe firſt,” to the yottig ard the ihferter; 
32 [to thoſe, on WRottt God Has Hil hs 
n ils K enen. 10 Hh. ab.” - 
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nen There is nothing of ſmall account, 
which, founded in faith and piety, grows up 
Vader Goc to perfect che Whole man in 
Hütnility and obedience.” Much leis is chere 
an thing baſe or low / in theſe virtbes-. I 
wligiön directe ybu in the proper objects ef 
Jour" eſteein, you will prove; that in the re-. 
— — you reverence you 
vel. You will then de dötifhl, not mean; 
Gvilg not ſelfih nor abject. Religiofr ade nt 
dhe ale lan, enables him to ſeik, nd 
Shs Wees Mügelf witk- proprietys and digt 
c nie e ey duty with perfekt freedon; Check. 
uen, every" toto in your" hesrtr, that is 
jacoônſiſtent with the willdantt inſpires. 
thi äffectatibm of felf importance, 4 erden 


5 ... 
bor getting God, and His aw fuT 
| and deſtfoy theinſelves.” But be pf Ahe 
ir the Hare and chtracter af Chriſtians, 


ns of and Rrmbleneſs ef mittd. 
olle 102; bee od- Tm, erottog pace ,] 
r for [ores Shertiele, whe; Rem Yeut 
bafacter Have Claim t the Hate 
Katers, in uftecti n te k. 

hn i6 Pertofis- JE their duty 
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1 1 ; 
w inſteuct them. to attend to your inſtruc : 
Lions. It 1s-your duty. to he examples to them 
in every chriſtian, yirtue, to excel others, in 
io ward dignity, as well as prigrity of agg, 
Ie is. your;duty.$2 adorn, the religion you pre- 
fol, by ſhewing, in your own. example, its 
amighle, and attractive form. At the ſamę 
tine, that motoſeneſs is baniſhed, from , your 
behaviour, be careful that ng unbecoming 
levity ſtain your qharacter., Mantonneß of 
|  Iprech m produce laughter, but. it, will. be, 
IF the, laughter. of fals, The ſpharminded will 
went, cha they les in you expariencs. withe 
| „ gut wise, 1 the green: 0 
eb apd folly ff. And,, . they 7 
4. „ will remember. the commang,,.t9 Area y0u | 
with, reſpect., 591; canngt challenge their 
ese. But lat. your..chearfulnaſs. ho f teh 
berech with gravity ariſing from;3 gaod..conr 
ſcience, and faith unfeigned,.., This, a8 it, wall | 
baniſh deyiyy, ſa, with the ſabes and dit 
exerts; will make yay; beloved. and rene 
_ Young perſons will be animated to follow 
your example,, whey they behold in . you, 
amigt; the /infirmgities; of ages. a. Lereng ad 
plavi4;foul |} And.; you- yourſelves, afteg the 
lbours of, a well - pent life. will, he ganſcious 
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rejoice, 
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Renerence 46 the dyed, wy" 
rejoice, [that your harveſt, now iy for. dre 
nity, is ready to be received. e e 
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. 9 apy leothron, who are ſuperiors 
| in ad nd Gagan, it bohovrs to adorn; your | 
proveraiacnce-with chriſtian dignity. Iꝶ is this, 
Which give, your rank its true; and greateſt = 
 orgpnent, and will enable, you; to check the 

e de of the times, with gester 
force.”.. 


is a miſtakę to; imagine, hat you 
7 are, paſſech te benefit others menely h the; di 
twibetzqn of your, Wealth; every. Nlent, wh. 
uf character affords, mnſt he-emplayediage 


ee will of the great dongs.,.;.It.is _ * 


incumbent upon you, therefore, to be orderly - 
yourſe}ves) that yu e) Tupper The Gd of | 2 
ſociety; to endeavour to/ promote a ſenſe of - "1 
yeligion and good manners in our depen- 
dents, that bey, under its influence, may 
ceaſe to be rude, licentious, and ungoverna- 
ble; to be grateful yourſelves, that you may 
enforce” gratitude in others; to be kind to 
thaſe that are beneath you; to exact nothing 
tom pride; but to remember that you have a 
Maſter in heaven, who commands you to be 
_ affable, condeſcending, unaſſuming.” - Indeed, 
n ft 6 you from. 
I'S 2 ejoiy- 
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etjjoining' the reell, chat is due t yotitin. ö 
tion. Such falſe modeſty bordats on ivfelis 
gion. At the ſame time, forget not in thiꝭ to 
look far beyond yourſelves to the high foun- 
tain of honour, that God m all thin og ro 
be glorifed, and his will be done itt | 
it is in heaven. Happy, thrice” happy thall 
i be, if, under the influence af Hb grace, 
we ſe paſs through cheſe ſcenies err ann 
fection, as to arrive” at that happy place, 
Where all outward diſtinctions ſhall cbaſe, an 
oadg” and bd, rien and poor, fall par 
due, Rech che Bee bounty of God in Crit 
Jene of that bleſſcdneſß, "Which endures foi 
4 ende 5» 2579-2053 10 LF e 
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Nl © | Ng 
Irie Bes his . the ele & % 
youth.'' Ile fitteth ale, 5 ee | 
ara he on born it a yy! y 
PULSE SSL roles . 
DHAT * life 7 man is e by his 
Maker for a ſtate of diſcipline, appears 
6 the ſlighteſt view of his nature. He is 
born with an underſtanding capable of know- 
ledge ; but, unleſs it be improved by cultiva · 
tion, it ſerves for little more than to ſupply 
the wants of the ſenſitive appetites, and lead 
him round in a continued maze of error. 
Had the undiſeiplined man no other defects 
than a rude underſtanding, he would then 
be like other animals of an inferior. nature, 
without dignity. and excellence, but free 
from notorious: blemiſhes. But he is poſſeſſed 
( 


them 


of — Bk lah 
them impetuous, 5 
ed, others languid, which 1 itement. 
All of them are blind, ah therefofe demand 
a leader and director, that they may attain a 
right biaſs, and a due Bafande with reſpe& to 
each other. Care and warehfulneſs ate dſo 
neceſſary to prevent their being miſled; by the 
different objects of temptation. Nor, after 
all, will the important end, for. which they 
were given us, be attained, without a long and 
vigorous exerciſe, in the ſchool of wiſdom: 
The will, then, though a | tyrannical maſter, 
will be under the-direQtion of reaſon; and be- 
come inſtrumental to the ſupreme happineſs 
n Cr and ar mas e- v ' 3 


„e ne is a Nate ef diſcipline but, 
ts <orruptions have mide à (painful ad 
Miete diſcipline neceſſary for us. We 
tears from ſeripture, and our o experience, 
that man 4s, by nature, in « ſtate of enmity 
with God. Whilſt this continues, he has 
neither a deſire to know God, nor ability to 
love hien. He is an equal ſtranger to him- 
within him, he Walks in darkneſs, and: is con- 
tented. A ſlave to ls appetites, if he de de- 
fnuded of aca b miterable 


bappy OE 


ene 79 
ks if he attains the unitatbed e. 
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ep 
mage ef God, in Which he was created: 


Aud, if he ever be reſtored tu it, it muſt be 


and putting on the new man, which is, after 


by ewvakening the torpid faculties, and forcing 
the eotrviQtion-of God's glory and perfections 
upon him, Nor will this be effeQual, unleſs 
du is brought iiſb to the eonviction of his own 
ſins unleſs his ſinful appetites are checked, 
unleſs bis defires are raiſed and purified, and 
bis purſuits directed towards the 
of the greateſt good. This transformation is 
called in feripture, the putting off the old 
man; the dying to ſin; the being born agaiity- , 


God, created in righteouſneſs and true holi 


through the grace of God; and the 'itſtruy 
ment, by which he generally works in us, 48 
affliction. We are by nature regardleſs of 
him; he ſites us, therefore, chat we may 
| know his hand, and confeſs his juſtice; We 

are attached to the world: he embitters its 

enjoyments; perhaps he takes them away, that 
wo may tum our eyes to ſomething more wot- 
en een With 
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out, this ſeyetity of diſciphne, future hopes, o 
future fears, are foupd. too weak to; ; oppale 2 
prevailing ſin. And, therefore, the wiſdom 
ant goadneſs of God are ij gonſpicuous: in 
bringing goad out of evil, and ordaining, that 
as; qur apoſtacy from him was the cauſe, of 
pain and ſorrow, fo they, under his direction, 
Id & LOR cant da uf, ener- 5, 
Alan Ns od in Hin mot tity logo 
This hank promiſed; I ſhall proceed, by 
God's aſſiſtance, to illuſtrate the doctrine of | 
the text, which inculcates the advantage of 
beafing affliction betimgs. . It is good for a 
Wan, t bear the yoke/in his youth. Hie ft. 
teth alone, and keepeth, . n 
bath born it upon him. 1 f 01-401 alt t ttt 
30 „6 225 any Bf 
One of the earlieſt Ame which ſeize 
upon the human breaſt, is pride. Vouug men. 
overrvaluing human, excellence through ig- 
norance, and their own attainments through 
ſelf· love, are eaſily puffed. up w ith a high. 
conceit of theqnſclves, and an imaginary worth. 
The world contributes to the illuſion, and 
proſperity raiſes it to its utmoſt pitch. Hence 
it is, that they are too haughty to remember, 
that. they art made of the earth ; but t are cap- 
Wars by the golden dee denne ure are 
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bi ſenſible of human inſirmity, and the vanity. 
| an adgaatviſef for. 
Rr 
this diſcipline. enforced hy the —— ſpirit, 
the heart (prepared foi true humility·:· 
| ha 7 legt 2 07: — 5 ev 
wen com dhe lere 1 be mes 
ful wag the greater r they will afford 
bim for win induigances. © Look only at an 
vhtutored i ybuirhi growing up under the do- 

* migion' of his paſſions, -whohath-never taſted 
the cup ſuroue Phe more yigorous:ars- 
bis paſſiana, the more ardently he will fen 
the abjdcts af:theiri gratification: It r: 
thing ta chin that his: enjoyments will nos 
ben thai toſti af reflection; they baniſh reflecs ? 
dan from his minded The diſſatisſaction, and 
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wrapt in darlneſs.. Thus he contiowes, - til} 
mind is early defrauded of. ts indolgence- by 
1Miicion, it is more caſily ſubduad. Mb 
youth beholds the world with leſs enchant- 


ment; anch wien Doch difplaye: his ing 


offers, is the: more ready to embrace them. 
bucks iu, tt: ono} ee oft: ws fot 
But I proceedito conſides the propher's ouirs 
r6iſorr for the:benefit of youthfl-triak.:::4 He = 
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| - baniſhed; God is forgotten, auch tenigtationt 
| _ dy; happineſs, / time, eternity, are all acres 


| proyer-ulb of God's viſitation; be will pouder 


| DIM uv. itt i bin plows = 
fares h the enn while; felforecolleRion-is 


mee with no - appoſition. Gone ad | ' 


— cod to the ly of diffelite companions. | Buy 
wh ear neee dee ee, 
Send chef feime bam, friends: Ads 
dire / or proſperity no more indulge hirn with 
des fab the is then conſtrained to rei 
inne hinablf, and fen ten in folitude, what = 
he med of i the works If be makes 4 


un o vue, and bring his heart to the toft 
of ce, who" foes through every Uifguild. 


ef faith, icheris contetnplation, aud expand 
this ſbul c ,p the instruction und coco 
nen ef Ges pre. Tus ewaliencd from 
mn. er ere , 
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Another leſſon, which. Ide ae 
young perſons, is fence ; 2 leſſon moſt diffi- 


Solitude; thus improved, will be che handmaid 
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theic vanity, ſtops/their. care to ſolid: trath, | 
and expoſes them to that guilt,” which is in- 


ſeparable from a multitude of words. No 
4MiQtion,: by checking their vanity, checks = 
its cla morbus voice, and finds them employ- 
ment in their own brenſts. It is in ſilence˖ 
and ſtill de votion, that the work of God ee 
| begin in the heart. It is carried on with 

ſilent tears, and inward cantrition. When tze 
ſdub of man is made ſenſible of itgjown-empti» - 
peſss1 he poureth out prayers unto God, but 
hath no reliſh for idle ſpesches, Such a dif 


bott as thixigrows.in bung. ſhans car 5 


tradiction, and is prepared.for be 
fa God and man. 1 ges che happy youth | 
atiicopportunity for improvement in kuow- == 


vnd the experience of the aged. It teaches : 


go on in the purſuit! of divine iſdom, with 
fear und trempling. Alas how uncommn 
J- app ei garnet 
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feſlgustion, Which mollifies the” 
DE Cris 
if nibittine! "Whatlever Soft bote 19/88 | 
_ evrlvdefitable9 thefefore,Whitever afiiconl 
i, which brivigs us Betiner ite the eli 
e God's Gleipline, is to be edeemed d le- 
mig Nther than à Cuffs“ TE Foe 
r ourſelves; ve rail 
ke chifftens'1d 10t Sr profit Foe 
Wurd indolence, ad- eite us. töfeVEry g 
xipus taſk. We hall diger e 10e Ami 
_ ſevfning.ſoveritys woe full be warhed öf WRA 
_ wit "ried; wk e woes | 
may imbet us Unprepared. Whereas)/a vou 
of eaſe and pleaſure generally beeqmes an od 
age of woe. Let us ſuppoſe a man, Who has 
refuſed to bear the chriſtian yoke, an carly © | 
child of fortine}-ſoppedcat' length by the 
aventzing hand of Gd wHich'he muſt obey; | 
whilft tie ſpeaks te hirn lin a. language, ieh 
he cannot but hear I hitherto ſhalt thou . 
the bote abit Bere hall t) proud barer 
be ſtayed. % Alff by this enuſtal Vita. 
tal die Mes ic Sry mortal a8; : He invokes 
mii freenet de Mes Every feſdufce of His own 


5 ES And een A Pride; | 
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e ſtfetehes i bis faculties he 
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all theſe: have failed, he Fill, like Mk, thay 
1, pawillingly brought to the nghtart -w 
 - Infffates: agzinſt his fate. He reſchyee nat 1a 
hear it; Rut when he muſt; Heap t paſſions, - 
Ie furious. winds, . tear, his: miſerable faul. 
Wrath, anguiſh, and deſpair, by Jure. thine | 
Wen him, which he ſomctimes; cxpteſiſes, an 
Ad and Fullen) filgace,, ſometiches ie Mitter 
{lf-reproaches,. till at length this, vithich of 
2 lang praſperity departs, And is pitivd;by:the 
moſt abject of mankind. On he ghntrani, 
che yoke, born chearfolly. by youth, ales 
alftictious light in ſickneft.aydold age Death 
N 80 ſting for him, whe; has died daily; bur 
Kt meets it 25-2 bifidogrgom:iaddenbd- fer tho 
mange. Ys Nee! * es 9 75.1 0 * * 
line on e gie 4 mY 1220 Ny bY "8 
Svch are ibe beackes'(arifing- from h 
ben, lin iho iuſtebmemt al Gad, by. 
7 which he teaches, .and diſeiphnes bis children. 
That we may not mistake this wh, un mi- 
taking it, be leſt without exryſa, he hath-k& 
8 many cxampley:ppon [ecards and given s 
frequent and expreds declarations of ith Poukt- 

| þ 5-46 we the gwdanes of qucfeives. the 


* W e reſt The | 


| n Mere Fa 
of its abſence; that it 


$a — to catch unther at the fecting 
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Mens, Which is preſent, than wait for. the 


aciduting ſubitance, Which is t come. Bum 
ES 


Songs under the yoke; aud reccive inftructian. | 
And whallt bewouchlates to lay it-upor-ſorad, 
ende others 10 e W 
n F 
ii, Df eee 2998; Ot aig 
all got this, my brethren, a gloomy view 
ligen We mut dw it after the pat- | 
denn, in which God has drawn it. Otherwifs, | 
A will de aoilonger:4he portrait of religion, 
bo the- child wef opriops fancy, the produe- 
d r o humour. However, thohkph = 
ae cet be an 1 — . 
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wo 
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it\has joys monies deu ah bite 
pleaſures of the world, A | | 
dalled happineſs, can come in u compoti· 
tion. It is attended witlʒ a freedom inom gh 
of: an irregular appetite. It feels agtu the 
ſtings of conſcience, nor dreads the ᷑ vit 
ſuture days. It is enlivened: uich a. um L 
God's. protecten. cheriſhed hy bis paternal. 
Wah bin. ungb. bene, dhe get Lf 5 
Ohriſt bei ſtillſa yoke, it is a yoke aN aud 
deligiitful ti he orie. 
dd $9:12:h900atthabenx; ed bow e '29q@72. 
_ .12Having:conbdered:this yoke as e eee, 
affliction, I ſhall, in few. words; conſicden t 
| — — il affiiction 
ments mithpavacheaduatngalet.coddifh, 
pline. An education, where pride dominacra, 
can be no good preparative for humiliation, 
nor an education of pleaſure. ſor futuit pain. 
Paſſions ſpring: betimes in children, andioften 
grow to full. maturity, when reaſom is chat in 
its infancy. Should parents indulge theſe 
paſſions in their offspring, the ſdil is favour- 
able, and the harveſt of iniquity will be great. 
* Nn a ta 1elf-demials che 
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and yous ͤ joy into hege hang d 
are not ud by the wobige af:aMiiftrais, 
vou arc warned by the work of Sal a, 

ſubmitting to this; you can never err. By 
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iber I have not done in it; uherefore au 
dl da vba it Mu, bring forth graben, 
brought it forth wild grapes ?— And now g 
og A ui Zell ou bur I will do to my wine- 
an; I will duale away abe badge thereof, 
R I eaten up; and break down the 
- "well ahpreof, "and it Say bee ee 8 
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N this affecking parable, ael i tel 
Under the fimjlitade of a vineyard, _ 

NS IE 
A juſt aſtouiſhment; for it was ſituated upon 
a be Graigful.hill. 1. The and. of Judea was = 
proverhially ſaid o gw; with milk and one. 
This xinepard was allo ſurrounded with a wall = 
| Op4eyery ſide. The jews were leparated from | 

the hesthen world by God himſelf, and what 
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the choiceſt vino. He had favoured his peo- | 
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watchful providence. n 


vated it with great care, and it with 


mp r 


ple above the nations, ſettled both their civil 


and ee manifeſted his power in 
their defence, revealed his glorious perſeo- 
tions, and taught them what ſervice he re- 


quired. The moft burdenſome inſtitutions of 


their law were relieved by that asp 


merey, Which they hore. in Chriſt, through - 


whom the promiſes of pardon and reftotation 


were made. Whenever they fwerved: from 
bis righteous government, he ſometimes: re- 


duced them by ſeaſonable ſeverity, ſometimen 
won them by mildneſs and love. Who'gould 
bave imagined, that this favourite plan- 


tation ſhould ever have brought forth wild 


equally followed by freſh ebenes nabgh 
hiſtory gives us an almoſt umifortn detail. of 
their bypecrify and diſobedionte. Well, theres 
fore, may God appeal to the inhabitants f 


Judah and Jeruſalem to judge between Him 


and his vineyard.” They were Tecomnethe 


dorrupt to bring forth good fruit; and tos 
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Abi badly of God's dealingowiththe lea, 
atatde inſtrnustion to other ttations, in authea- 
die oil af the equity of his govern- 
ment, and the exerciſe: of his impartial-provi= - 
dence. For, ſince the rectitude of his nature 
R:-unakerable, what | ſhould binder the like 
manifestations of his juſtice. towards: thoſe, 
Wb, dhe the people of Iſrael, wa "_ 
nne mw 
NN 93:4 re MIGY {vo 

3 IP 40 wn 
land of, Judas Chriſtian nations are all the 
Nantatioms of bis hand and, if the Jews.could 
das of ordinances unknown to others, the 
hads .calightened, by the beams of the goſpel, 
| have received bleſſings Hill more diſtinguiſhed, 


Nmoyement. Tbe account; of kingdoms, like 
thatofindivideak, will be proportioned to thew 
opportunities and talents. If we apply this juſt 
exiterionc.to:iourſelves, who is. net. ſeofible, 
__ that.we, above all the nations af the globe, 

ble under peculiar obligations, which cuforce 
dur dnty upon us in the ſtrongeſt manner 
render our deviatious from it big with. un- 
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and privileges which demand faperior in- 
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bol ſelf-enjoyment, and conſequently, the right 
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mobs, in the text, to our owt circumſtances, 
and Fare firſt, _y bleffings 1 we have en- 
Sell eee Ad abe des. | 
ger which ſeems to threaten us, for our long 
VEN e 2 e ae 
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. firſt i likaity; one of the, greateſt 
of temporal bleſſings, ſeems almoſt to have cos 
fined-its reſidence within the iſles of Britaits 
| God, indeed, has given toevery'manthepowet 


of chuſing within: the bounds of reaſom and 
the engagements of ſociety, what is molt, cots 
ducive to his real welfare. But, alas ! hem 
oſten is this privilege. of his nature wreſted. 
from him by pride, tyranny, and ſuperſtitionf 
How many an unhappy man, for orimes not 
his own, wears the chains of unpitying bba« 
dage, or lingers, perhaps his Whole life ian 
confinement, without light, or hope, or com- 
fort? Our laws, on the conttary, are/foundgd 
upon à model. adapted to the honour, and = 
happineſs of men. They ſuffer not tha mean . 


eſt to be oppreſſed,” aud require ſubiniſſiom 


from the higheſt. Our freedom is not ſo 
reſtrained, as ta deprive us of our lawſul ptivi- 
N c | 
„e | 0 berlel 
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I. mention» the: great. cypurigty, of our tua 
ae! Thats, have . ert and. 
Sbundant, 3814 fender vs, 
neighbours; 40d d y beſtaw ed by 
the hand of Providence, a 
Game; mealure, experience them; and what, is 
* aleaſt peculiar to-gurfelys, the induſtrious 
mme | 
1 
e eden s Sense is of heavenly ex- 
tze. Is Eofenan is to. bc dhe werd. 
40 tubdye. dhe tyranny; of ſig, and. pour ap 
" healing dale into the woynds, which afflict 
mottal men. It is th maſt ſucceſsful inſtru 
ment hoch of national and perſonal happingls. 
1; enlarges our earthly copaforts, 3 ' 
Sees profpett tp future worlds. It age 
Kally inte vs- inthe will of Gad;1.but 
rentals the wonders. of bis lo. At the fam 
time that it holds the gternal prize before us, 
it gives ws Grength, and coprage, and ability, 
10 Ain it, Nor is the profeſſion, of ; this 
 #0ligign, Erhongſt us, encumbered with thaſe 
eth wppinge,. thet take away its ſpij- | 
ab aan power, The clothing, which. our 
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bard bath given it. is-poforro ang decent, | 


1 withour pomp, enn 
meanfieſß. The docttines of © 6urt reformed 
church are ſcriptural her worſhip is-<diffity; 
Her kierdrnictts, pure and utfadulterated;>'The 
ſtoreh6vle"of Avius willen is open d all. 
The {ctiptures ard nd longer Naled: it b ne 
Norty of the pröteſtant mich. to forge u 
Tables for che conſticnice} aud to givo that 
5 Yebet Hey cb sale hieb ic ell fer 
— via to ri eig , nig ier ys ns 
eb! Setonidly 5 &l: here, then, is Wie! nobleſt pro- 
Viſibn' made” for us, as we are merit und wu 
Wears" Chriſtians!” What” more de wwe re- 

ite! of heaven? What bleſſings Bas the 
Ati! tote.” ſoperior to thbſey Which'ure 
ditected to make us good,” and te mae us 
Happy? "Where, then, is che return fortheſe 
ä Some, doubtleſs} there arb, who 
bring Foith fruits anſwerable to the culture 
they ene ae enjoy the god ef them. 
But, that it has loſt zes elfen with a greut 

majority amongſt us, our n fad: experience 
"withelſes. The liberty of equal ia Now 
valuable is it; when ſubſervient to the protee- 
tion ee * e 
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traul t auch the priviletze they claim. fromat is, 


glory doſſtiſel their) ſuperiors, and trample, 
hen tlie. can, on juſti authority. We live 
under / the imildleſt government, and are en- 


_ eouragad-thereby/t0-add boldneſa to aur other 


ſud, ton abuſe the; moſt. excellent:charaters, 
eee eee il 
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| © Nor are;qus-patucal biggi leſe perverted. 
Allragks. of men, awopgſt us, are. enabled to 

grazifythe exceſſes, o which they are addicted. 
The: langle ee eee 
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; — — vices bave 
recourle:$9:the 


' fartune's, wheel, fbr the ſame end, to ſupport 
extravggance. Children themſelves are early 


anjtiatedy by heir parents in abe long i 


to do what is right in their on eyes. It is 
the very firſt concern of the multitude” to 


ovade the penalties of che laws ; it is their | 
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ſent from God, yet will not learn his words ; - 
- — ENT 
9 4 cr Lord und- Maftef, 
| 2 govertithent and prbte chen. 
Hence ſprings a full har veſt of initfufty: We 
eee eee e e eee 
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under pretenee of bert und Duberle 
individuals; ſuffering the moſt cruel oppreſ- 
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after/we have ſo long rejected tho warning 
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what cats we expett but, thut our candleſtick = 
ſhould be retnoved, and darkneſs overſptead 
ou land Or, thou}dthe! evils, which we 


erz be delayed, and we ſhovld go! dw 
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vs take the wartilug, before The ddr he ſhot 
2gaioſt uu. Could we evade the/ſentehco,of 
| God's law; by perſiſting in our fins; is would 
be in vain! to preach[qepentance; But: who 
ever hardened 'himfelf'againſt God, and proſe 
petiedl? Who ever':imnagined thut rebellion 
was the way to mere. We, tannbt ag 
vate wur ſcose tod much; ibectuſe) we have 
| finni3] agninſticonvidion and gratitude: Often 
has the hand of God bern lifted up again, 
arid a often delayed our putiſhmen t. Often 
eee ee een dome» 
'But:thers is is 3 . — 
exliaifted; and God will no zonger ſtrive 
wir man. Inſtant danger calls fer iniſtanit 
penmente. No longer then, 43 there room 
for diypacrify, for vain lamemtatiums, for the 
dilplay-of' pretended virtues. 4% The A is 
nid to the mot of the tree, and evrry thee, 
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_ pared; bechrn, m. ethran, 0 dhe arms of 
thi great Shepherd who came to propare a 
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bis ou fad. Cloſe will his gricious- luyi- 
rations; with this firm veſolation d le to 
eech bought you/7'that inflartoyos = 
way de the Lord's, Tui come pen flach. 
-intereſt in his leve. Delay not, then, for n | 
moment the neceſſary work. If ye belong to 
bis fold, ian tha time of danger) be is ur 
ſecurit y. Ne ſhall coVey you with his fe- 5 
| thers, aud undet his wings fall v0 tust; 

bis truth ſhall be your ſhield and buckler. 
Storms may ariſe, and ſhake all warldly conſ- 
dence, but he will be an unſhaken rock, 
agiuſt which the winds ſhall blow, and the 
ſtorms ſhall beat in vain. When God's de- 
roying angel ſhall pas through a guilty land, 
it ſhall —— with you. He ſhall deliver 
thee in fix troubles, yea, in ſeven there ſhall 

deem thee from death, and in war from the 
power of the ſword.” But this is not all. In 
him you have a ſhelter, not only againſt the 
_ dangers of this world, but the terrors of the 
next. Are you, then, wearied with the bur- 
den of your fins ?—comply with his. own s 
Chearing call, * Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me, * * ſhall find reſt. 2 
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VI e very fond” of exeluſive claims 
to > divine favour, which operated very 
1 the prejudice of other nations; 
-infomuch' that it was unlawful for them to 
converſe, upon terms of friendſhip; with thoſe, 
_ ,whio- had not the ſame faith with-themſelves. 
So great was this partiality, that it was with 
difficulty eradicated from the apoſtles them- 
ſelves. “ We nnd in the preceding chapters 
that they hall hitherto; confined the exerci 
of their miniſtry to their o-nð people, ei 
[not fully comprehending the commiſſion given 
them, to preach the goſpel to every * a 8 
r err 


or elſe waiting for further directions, fm 
_ their Lord. But the time was now come, 
- that the Hchtiles Werd tobe re iwec into the 
fold of Chriſt, and the diſtinctions, ariſing 
from legal rites and ceremonies, were to be 
aboliſhed. Peter, theref6te, after having been 
inſtructed dy 4 viſion, that what God hath 
cleanſed, it became not. him to call common, 
immediately complied with the invitation of 
Cornelius, a roman centurion, and admitted 
him by baptiſm 'ints the "fellowſhip of the 
Gt From heyce this ohſeryation natu- 
| es, that this tranſaction unfolded the 

— ul of Providence, with reſpect 3 
to the.Jewaſh:nation, and proved, the 
Whale coconomy was only introgugory othe - 
complete diſplay. of diyine love, towards the 
hole race of man. 50 that the Apoſtle 
miglat well asl. is he the God of the Jews 
only {ris he not af the Gentiles alſo? And, 
with ragard to the peculiar caſe uf Cornelius, 
St. Peter's own gbſcrvatiqn is, I :pergeive 
chat Gad is no reſpecter of perſons, but in 
_ every nation he that feareth hirn, and. vor- 
ath righteouſneſs, is accepted of him From 


Wich it aegetſarily follows, dritt, the me 


Lord Se TN that call upon. 
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he Ae n which!,was>tught * 
the apoſtles;? is like wiſe taught to every one 
lamnongſt v6, not, indeed, by particular revela- 
| tion, but by the cleareſt deduGtions from his 
written word. And this leſſon it is ſtill neceſ= 
12 eee eee * 
ind don mg men. There are; amongſt 
—— a great verigty of 
t diviſons Ind ſeparations 
pra vail in the church of · Chriſt. , In ev 
| !ſocietyyithere are ſome of ſuperiori others df 
inferior tollings Som arc endbwede With 
:yreatknowledge and abilities Ohe ar ig 
rant, „and yndndowed: And, whilſt a: portion 
ue rtmderithedpower and influence of reli- 
Fon, vaſt number are inſenſiblè of its prixi- 
logesp and regardleſs of its preeepts. On all 
itheſe acbounts; there is ample rom for the 
benereiſt of the ſiner virtue, particularly of = 
nat puffed vp, doth. not behaveffitſelf un- 
ſeennly, believeth all things, hopeth all things.” 
—  Qbhrity M a principle, whoſe origin is divine, 
and; its infinenee univerſüla lit is applicable, 
therefore ti all, who are pattaken of the 
ame nature with ourſelves. Ai 07300” Tent | 
ok eg Het zd rents 51 On | 
. Vor. dean k U 55 = 


fortw | | . | 3 


a» . 


”» 


lords over the flock!” of 


a UNITY thin! pee declara- - 
tion in the text, and endeavour toſhew;: whp 


| thoſe perſons are! that we ſhould not all 
bam me eee 1 99190 34 13 1 11304 eh 
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_ the firſt" place, no man muſt deſpiſe 
others, becauſe they hold opinions differemt 
from bis own, Ji this inpctfo@"ſtate;; min 
will think differently, in: proportibn to their 
different capadities and endowments. The 
ſame truths; Which are clear tos ſome will 
- appear -obſcure to others : and, [whilſt fome 
Are capable of nice inv others muſt 
be content with believing as they have, been 
taught, and as they ure led by cthe authority 
of thoſe, Who are wiſer: than themſelves. In 
[the mean time, if they hold the foundation, 
Allo wance muſt be made for the defects of 
men's educations, their eatly prejudices and 
inv oluntaty miſtakes. IF we'make"no-allow- 
ance for theſe, we then aſſume to ourſelves 
dhe character of judges, and preſume to be 
of Chriſt. H, indeed, 


their opinions ſhould be wrong; to treat them 
With contempt, will only contribute to c- 
firm them in their error. However; bitter- 

neſs is no teſt of truth, but ſadly proves, that 


Wweknow as moſt conberts-us toknow, - 
what 
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boy many prejudices may there bei in our own: | 
hearts, which-we-have not diſcovered? This 
8 certain, . whilſt we condʒemn others, pers 
haps: for.cimagiuary: miſtakes, we, ourſelves. 
ſtand y convifted. for the. want of ſubſtantial 
goodneſs; Fot. if there be any ſpirit, N 
alfenſive.,$0., good. men, 0r more hoſtile to 
tine reliziam thah anothersif, Mete he fanx 
leauen tore, ttuly bittery, it. is, tha: legyen.of 
aur own arrogange and, Confpeit mixt, with 
bur religion, Should chiſms and ciyiſigns he 
prodygec by, this rit, and hpthing 35 Marg 
Hhkeiyt tor Prpdene them, a gopd. man, 3 
he; condemas the offence, Will pity; the; of 
fender. Whilſt; he adopts, ant he} 
abhor; the malignity, that frequently attend * 
8 it, and triumph over — * . wing 
the ſame weapons, but by: that truly, ghriſtian 
Farvency, which aries From Jove unte el., 
-2E5t 25 wb $81 it Lori 3's h Wo“ 
ri on a variety. 1 
perſons, ailed,aþove; others, by,ravk, 2 
tien, log; down, with contempt upon thoſe, 
over. hogy;they. are, raiſed. nd THE; Jittle . 
refledian-yilldhow the abſurdity of 19 5 
e efindiices Jn. bf TE IM 
neceſſary. They are Gals aprntent, and 5 
n 12 „ 
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low degree of virtue. It is the duty of ſupe- 


wot to thoſe, "chr vein in vpom them“ 


However, let them not aſſume à character 


and a privilege, which is not their dw. Let it 
be Femeitibered; that wealth and digiiity make 
no man the better, poVerty altes no man the 
worſe.” God diſpoſes of every man's fortune, 
48 it pleaſeth him; but its divepſities with 


fp to ther chieniſelves; 'are” aceidental; 


Eriffifs tight have beeti/a beggar Pink EW .! 


tetus miglit Have held the ſeeptre f imperial 


Rothe? The true deſert of everFy"tationy con- 


lfte in anfwering the ends of Providence; and 
- Riitih Mil ike The ſlave, ther bes 
Eortidh konourable ; 7 ald he, hit, Setedit 


indes, n 150 Raid, ſorts; who abe Meſa 
wit: tat fiticerity'6f goodneſs goodneſs, which-would | 
Wave added the higheſt. To acknowledge 


Mors to cibourayie mbdeſty of chiirkfter; and 


wing forth isnt Worth, „Othetwils) they 
I nde not teniſehves learn the Apoſtie s loſſon, 


"6: 'diſtinguith and 


approve” things that Are 
excellèüt, aud Af blind 


blind to-the' Proper g- 


es ay of eheir 6n'naturs; „euxeg Bd fu 
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1s -accompani — 2 baſe and abjrct foul. 
| How, ſhall we eſteem theſe wretched outcaſts 
ol ſoviety, who, by their miſconduct, theparent 
of misfortune, ſeem to have loſt all claim to 
favoyrable; opinion? Alas, who can but la- 
ment the wretchedneſs of thoſe, who, to filth, 
and penury, and diſeaſe, add the ſtill greater 
wretchedneſs of deformity of ſoul? I can 
only ſay, that it becomes not us, the children 
of hope ourſelves, to deſpair of any. In the 
obſerved ſome diſtant reſemblance of the di- 
vine image, ſome faint trace of that original 
rectitudo, with which man wag once.bleſſed. 
Some tears of remorſe have I frequently ſeen 
den eee moſt abandoned, tranſient it is, to 
be feared, and eaſily dried up. But. Who 
knows what future, penitence. may; ariſe. "_ 
ſuch ſmall beginnings?—and;! therefore, I 
would not be one to break theſe bruiſed 
reeds, or quench this ſmoking flax. Nay, I 
would bow to the ſmalleſt appearance of vir- 
tue, and every ſhadow of the divine reſern- 
8 I found them. 10 9 
ge 77 * 763: 3M 195 itt ile 
"7+ e vo of. diftipQion, amongft men, 
84 ſuperior ee And,, though dif- 
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inte — nta nubt be Rü br fte 
lectual endow ments. Some there are of en- 
latged"chpacities, and improved underſtand. 
inge; whil{t'ottiets; eher fer aut ef por | 
Tünity, or ability, are ſurrounded with"rhich 


ignorance and dürkneſs. This is theappoint _ 


mient, at leaſt, the pertnilſion'sf-Providehes, 

and many important ends are anfwered by xhis 
diſtinction. But theſe ends cannot be an- 
ſwered, if men look down with contempt 


upon the ignorant and unnurtured“ Pride 


Will either prevent the communication of our 
knowüedge, or impart'ir with an envious and 
paring band. 18 18 this the return We make 
for the bounty of heaven ?* Is this the proper 
exerciſe of thoſe talents,” which hre the gift of 
God, not only to make them unproftable to 
others, but pernieious te ourſelves alſo? The 
ewe Peter, we find, endowed as he 
was" with eminent Sils, when he found 
it to be the will of God, that the Gentiles 
"ſhould receive the Word of trath, immediately 
HIttparted it to Cornelius with that readineſs 
and condeſcenſion, which became his apoſ- 
tolic: character. He firſt received it freely, 
and ehen gave it as freely to others. It is the 
Toes with human n as divine. we 
1 £ the 
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| We improvement af them, by ee 15 
tion, is laudable, it is the direction, ea 
* Sil „ Nab 0 bas coft H ger 
But,, indeed, little reaſon, at the beſt, does 
our knowledge, in this preſent ſtate, afford for 
boaſting. Here we ſee-through; a glaſa 
darkiy. The more enlightened we are, the 
more ſenſible we are of the dimneſs and im- 
perfection of our light. This ſhould teach us 
to repreſs vnin curioſity and to be more humble 
for What we know not, than elated for What 
whoever is endowed with ſuch; knowledge, as 
makes him wiſe. unto ſalvation, that man is 
truly wiſe. The ignorance of ſuch a man is, of 
proud. It is the ſelf-conceit,. that often, at- 
tends ignorance, which, makes it contempti 
ble. If men are ignorant with humility, 
end diligence, then, though their 
talents and their attainment are but ſcall, 
they. will, through mercy, rey 
E 
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cenſorious judgment. Iud ved, Iwith reſpect 
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a , and. diſpoſition. Some kbere are, I hope, 


many, who, awakened: to:@-ſaile: of 


ee e its power, and: gradnallyſubdug ths 
world, the fleſh, and the devil. This victory 


they derive from the pecuhar ſurcours. d Hi 


vine love Chriſty and, whilſt they ſurrehder 
themſelves. to! the-cdvenant. oftnercy;'i they. 
prove their fhith by their abedierice, atid-afteb 
the example ufitheir Lord, are eulous of good 
works.? Others there are, and I fear the ma- 
joriry, who-neitheÞ renounee iſin, nor believe 
Sincerely, nor bring forth the fruits of -hokid 
neſs. - Theſe try ihe ſpirits and diſpoſitiotr uf 
| good men. Charity; then, becomes:neceffary; 
in its moſt amiable and / ſublime form, to c? 
troul the partial affeckiont and heep under the 


to notorious fins, who can acquitithoſe, whom 


YA day apology can be made 15 


for impiety towards 'God; for" inſoleneb ef 
behaviour towards man, for rebellion, and 
cruelty, and oppreſſion . Theſe are ſins, which 
ſhew the very heighthe and: depth of human 
depravity, and betray a very ſtrong tincture : 
the diabolical nature itſelf! Theſe are ſtigs, 
which are too great for the warmeſt charity 
to palnate. The more lobe a Chriſtian! bas 
W God and his W the more 

indig- 


, * 
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| jndijaant ho vin be againſt ſoch atrocious 8 
fs as © theſew!' Whilſt we. are indignant 
_ againſt the erimes ) det love ſtill predominate 
with reſpoch to the criminals. But this 1s 
inconſiſtento with contempt· Charity will en · 
deavqur to rectify what it cannot excuſe. It 
will cry aloud and ſpare not; it will repeat 
| the-wartlinigsy it will pull off the maſk of 
bold and preſunptuous fins 3 it will pour forth 
many prayers, that ehe brands of perdition 
may be quenched. But oοοtj,ů]M‚ pt will / be 
ſilent, and ſuffer the ſinner to periſh without 
remedy. This will de the voice of charity, 
Oh that thou hadſt: known, even thou in 
this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peave, but now they are hid from thine 
eyes. Whereas this is the language of 
pron hr Wo PAT e Eri them be 
eee RID arte gd glad ds 
o tee ei 001 3 ble ur g vai 
| een e appear PERO 
to God, than to man, who is himſelf ſinful. 
On” The guilty, bow far diſtant are they from the 
purity of the. divine nature Iufinitely more 
than the worſt of men are inferior to the. boſt. 
-Yetithis lis the declaration of i God; As I 
live, ich the Lord, I have mo pleaſure in the | 
death of the finner, but that he ſhould turn 


coavor from 
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boom his way and live. Turm ye, urn ye, tom 
pour evil ways, for Why will ye die? His 
not invited, entreated, urged; to make his 
peace? He is warned by a variety of me- 
thods; but all ſpring from mercy, and- utiite 
againſt thy fellow - ſinners; condemn thoſe who 
are: not yet 17 kus ade be more 
juſt than thy maker! 
or A 4 e ab e an ani 
But perhaps the objects of our contempt 
are not preſumptuous offenders. However, 
their faults provoke our indignation, or (if 
we are; ſo diſpoſed) our ridicule. Shall we, 
then, make no allowance for the the infirmities | 
of our. brethren? Shall no candour interpoſe 
to hide the bluſhes of the offending : no char 
rity frame an apology for the weakneſſes of 


our on nature? Perhaps their /tetnptations 5 


are peculiar; their frailties may have ariſan 
more from ſurprize than habit, more from 
the force of paſſion than of will. Should we, 
then, uſe the language of ſeverity and rancour 
againſt their miſcarriages, we offend ourſelves 
wilfully and 1nexculably. The ſatyriſt, who 
ys his ben. in gall, and adds inſult to the 
Me cs s 


— 
* * 
. 


wounds he inflicts, gives the ſevereſt blow to 


eee eee eee HER Net 
MON SUN) ib Sti of $400 052408 Seek 18d. 
Let — — in deſpiſ- 
| ing and judging orhers, retnember; that by ſo 
doing they condernn themſelves. Guilty often 
of the very crimes they cenſure; out of their 
on mouths will they be judged, and with 
the fame meaſure they mete, it [ſhall be mea- 


ſured to them again. If they are not guilty 


of the very dame tins, for which they con- 
demti their neighbour, alas, how large is the 
catalogue of human tranſgreſſions! Who can 
tell the number of his offences? How few 


this is certain, that the ſims that are commit 


ted under the-diſguiſe of virtue, and appear- 


ance of religion, as well as thoſe, that are 


open and manifeſt, will enge 
eee = 
Tron naw De 
| hema —— cones tiadrber 
arch and try his own ways, than fatyrize 
and depreciate others. He deſires to lament 
"his owt fäilüres and actual tranſgreſſiotis. He 


18 more 'Eoneerned Wih/UnG/Qrarchs = 
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himſelf. However juſtly he condemns! an- 
; other, with till greater juſtice does he pour- 


22 


— 
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eſt Amte . We 


therefore; his own infirmities, hey correct 


him. When he reflects on his on unfruit- 
fulneſs, under ſuperior advantages, he ſuſpects 
that had he been placed in the ſame ſituations 
with the poor and unnurtuxed, he would per- 
haps have incurred the guilt of the ſame 
offenoes with them. Therefore he refers all 
t mercy: that be is ſpared, and patiently 
endured, and hopes to be ee refers 
— menu ee een el ad: 
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neten conſider the; effec, that a 
contemptuous ſpirit bas upon a man's ſelf. 
Nothing ſhews more, or conduces more: to 
to the pride of the hurnan heart, than an 
invidious compariſon of ourſelves with others. 
„God, I thank thee, that Lam not as other 
men are, has been ſpoken by many Phariſees, 
vho never had the name, and difown the im- 
putation. Perhaps, they may not boaſt that 
they ( faſt twice in the weck, or give tythes 
of all that they poſſeſs.” Nor may they have 
any elaim or inclination. for ſuch a beaſt{7 But 
their boaſting may be, that they ane privileged | 
more than other men are, that they are 
the favourites of heaven, andi the choice 


* the earth. Be it e 
; uc 


w Run gf , mg. 
ſioch boaſting is evil. It Ges, indeed: the 
language of humility, but is an entire ſtran ger 
to ie ſpirit; It foſte rs artoganee of ioul, and 
ruiſes it toi its utmoſt height / It. indiſpoſes 
men for tlie ineck and mild virtues of the 
goſpel) und eftringes'2then from all thoſe 
humble duties, whichs God enjoits. It is 
Satan im a borrowod form ʒ it ib the od man 
cloathed in the appentance, ahdaſhoheveticury 
| eee Pa of the new man.. 
BALD #101 03) gOb3I0938 #215 lo: PDucghs: 
Bot why ſpeak I of theſe? If the con- 
temptuous {pirit werd allbwable in good men, 
then, in titnes bf great depravity, Mie this 
preſem; their own tempers would caſe te be 
amiable; would ceaſe 40 be chriftang and thx 
themſelves would pertake of the rigedors-of | 
che world; And, indeed, the more wicked} 
nmeſslabeumded, the leſs would they be able nd 
controul, or refilt, lis power. vert od 3601 
Mg on wood w-nodt Hoh u N,] 
Toſtheſe peculiar reaſors, LIaHCUd two, 
which are general and ahiverſal: Nenan, 


all have one father! God hath mrad ef one 

| blood all riiticns' jth the earth, And be, 

ho made all, cureth for all. He would nur 
R d — 80 
9] | that 


tas | Hear fig 5 
| | that the woſt ele human creature may fey: | 


of #he:meanef} and; maſt deꝑr | 
my brother, for: did hot he that Wade es 
make him, and: dd not ans ſaſhidn us in be 
womb? „All we, then, are brethrens and 
ſhould we forget the relation We bear to one 
another, and offend} not, indeed, perhaps, iby 
open Wrong, but ſecret pride; then wilb he, 
hot knows ahd tries the heart, avenge this 
wrong alſo, and render to every man, without 
reſpe& of perſons, according to his works. 5 
#02. 213) M Sed 30 1 tant dw; oxi 
Og ak. polhble,. we have « ſill. clofr 
All have one Redeemer... Grid gaps, hin 
al ranſum on all,, to-be.. teſtified in ug did, 
le died for che: ſins of the whole worldyinone 
are excepted. This, love of ſouls, hen, hath 
purchaſed: all, and hath acquired z fright: 85 
rule all, andlunite all an the bouds of ;lovey 
that they may be. one fold under one ſhapherd. 
Why, then, doſt thou, whoever thou art, ſet 
at nought. thy brother? Why deſt thou 
eſteem im cheap and contemptible, for whom 
Chriſt died i This, and this alone, will prove 
thy ſpirizual, relation to him, 40.be, ed 
With, his loving and dayely. ſpirit, If thou, 
hen, art ſitong. heat. piih the inrmities of 
* amet Remain: 


ene is hene 5 1 
rich, —relieve hin: wants. If thou art honour- 
able, — reſcul hinfrbm contempt If thou art 
good and gracious, thou haſt nothing, thou 
didſt not receive; impart, then, to others, 
| even to the yrſt, the ros thy chte, 
e: Os 19 I: e 


Thus, my brethren, ſhall » we 4 our light 
as dees men, not by vain profeſſions, but 
Man attachment to the fine and diſtinguiſh- 
ing duties of our calling. By honouring all 
men, we ſhall not be above any labour of 
overt We Half waſn the feet of the 

of. Mur! Lord. From hence true gicatnels of 
n and an 
he ach wagte and commanded us to de to 
chert; as he tiath done to us. 
oil Jr den lachs $4: 0554 2161 cent 
en, wir th Father, and the Hay 
NI 9h, 
ud for evermorec"it16 J r Fiel 
e altar OHHο 051 Aeli fr I Wurz; 
bett eee ehe ally cor int! 
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JD man been forme withputs ratiand! 

1 Hul, heavenly. mindeddeſi woda 
— thingj. oft which he could have hade 
dea. But as the faculties of his rutional ſeul 
dare greatly perverted by the eotruptiemſof his 
appetites, his puxſuits are gnν,ꝭully very h- 
worthy of his divine original. So that ho 
eliſhes nothing but the things of this vain 
World, and\is a candidate for heaven withobt 
looking towards it. Hence it is: thet Ahe 
generality of men hear ſuch exhottations as 
this in the text, without regarding them. 
The goſpel, indeed, preſents to our view a 
prize that excels in true dignity and glory, 
but it is ſuch a prize chat the carnal can nei- 
AIC. ther 


c 


dw nor velnel nnn | 
2 e 5 thereſoraithey/tlo- 


wich amm h where Chriſt ſimerh avthe 


» N alefin bingb ee bend ut 
ip. — rs 
I» 0A DIAS REY EL = 
affeicas, that they may eſtecm, "I 
egtertin the; thing that are above. > 
pPfrigiple, is hs, Holy n 
ppOIe Me Meckingsfoß the cara tnind, 0 
5 8 | 
| — are enabled, h 4hig fe; 1 
do, Chaiſt, Wh eth knowladgey, 
have dm moſt prevailing 8 
windifernbled, zeal; that: grace ang, 
; — inbites us. -Accorditight; we 
f believed ta nas atnbi- 
iim, gumnant een 
L Fee Warne ue 
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igt mdf Ge. det your affections 

7 abqVe,.. PM: e hings ca, the! 6 
fron ied, Wben Chat, who is aut lißd, 

| Gholl appear, then thall ao appar) with 


bus . 2 . 907 G4 0 ad 
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"Men 
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Men have various  defires and affeftions, - 
Which incite us to diverſe actions and pur- 
ſuits, and Alſd determine our real charactef. 
As our depravation conſiſts in turniug gur | 
-defires to wrong objects, ſo our reſtoration 
cannot bo accompliſhed, unleſs the heart, the 
place of theſe deſires, be directed towards its 
| -proper-centre. Af, therefore y0u would kjiow 
in What condition you are; to iat portion 
-you are haſtening, it is neceſſury that bu 
N eee ed ef, N 85 
tions. Vour outwurd ſhew/ is: but a borrowed = 

rn quickly to be put off: never to be 
treſutned. Vour profeſſions are not mort 10 
de regarded; often the mere efforts of ſpiritudl 
vanity, often the dictates of falk delußon. 
ae n e een 
the thitigs that! you valuginagid5\"Rgkemiae what 
enjoyments do you entertailyths gtvateiſb u- 25 
lb! What do you moſt ardently purſüt ad 
*that could yeu but attain the fumeſi oi yUν 


| iſhes, you would arrive · lo the eon gn ft 


—— dreams, and tecurs the ofteneſt - 
to your thoughts, and your lips? I the world, . 
and the things that are in it, you are nut 
1 in youl * and e with 


2 What 18 it, that cxapleys = 


con · 
nn 
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Per ſuaded embrace divine pro- 
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Let us conſider a little; my bnemhren, tbe 
" * : * 
£ | 2 — a 0 
of Chriſtian, and call ſoon find 
calling 
- mindedntf6.incontfiſtent;with, it. The 
earthly 


means; to 
attain the eee e; might 
— —— 
8 way to this inheri 
de 
| ality." 


the glory be revealed, is nothing elia 
5 3 
im of the grew — 
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ce litſelf. For 
the inhetitan 
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db contradictory: 
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dirackiy te dniiv yd vf; Dm I Ihe luſis and | 


vanities of life, by reproſentiug Gade q your 
chief good, if it opeus the lor ious proſpeRtiaf = 
future: ds, by the dęatliꝭ and reſukrectidn 
al ſ eus Chriſt, theni ſby lesung tothe things 
| mn 

our Saviour gives of the poor heathen world? | 
«<«[Afteriatteticfetbings.do the Goutiles ſeck. 
Alas l they had nothing motie-ppee:0us, mute 
glorious in wier. But God hu E,Aeidtdr for 


therefore he exempte them, nat, „ dndaeds 
from labour and from triala, hut from th 
anxiety: o6 labour, and the ꝓurſuita oi vunit a 
and:whilt: he calls them to aheaenly. eun- 
verſation he makes. the; unn intereſia 
between his own ſervice, and that o ma¹. 
mon, nnn 1:45:20 avif5q ͥ a 
viblaow N. nil g⁰ yah. og g corey 
In conformity with your praſeſom, it. was 
one of the terms of -your admiſſion-into.the | 
cChriſtian church, that you, ſhould.zanounte - 
tho inordinate love of earthly things: You 


thoit / chat ae called to: hia xing,hij nde 


Had you made it, what would you--hdve | 
chriſtian covenabit ? Be aſſured. there is per- 


at 
fe 
— ff + 


9 wett Uberty no Where els, - 
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wand yer have: gained; naps hu 45 


bauenbten great indeed. Vou would have 
oft, anti juſtiy forfeited, the bleſſings entailed 
upon your. adoption - Does not, then, the 
ſama oonſequence follow, if you ſtill pretend 
to be under the bonds d& Chriſt : and if, with 
_ off his gentle yoke ĩ Vout very baptiſm, 
then, is no privilege, when the covenacit- is 


2 diſſolved. It becomes an ordinance without 


efficacy, and is attended with the guilt of 
broken vows, + Since, then, an earthly mind 


makes your proſeſſiou of no value, What does 


it give you in recomperice hy, the enjoy - 
ment of carthly things; gain, pleaſure, ho- 
nour. But are you not ſometimes diſap - 
pointed in your expectations? For the chil, 
dren of this world are many, and they obſtruct 
the purſuits of one another. Some contend 
ſeem to aſpire after a monopoly of them, and 
_ cauſe the efforts uf others ta prove abortive ; 
only the tormenting deſire, which is made 
more grievous, by the bitter ingredients of 
ey, rancour;, and daſpair. But what if ou 
| ould be: ſueceſiful 3n-your purſuits; and that 


ini K 3 your 


134 — Y 
your e enjoymernits preſeutet! themſelves befbre 


were not intended for the chief gdod of mat: 
they ſuit not icnmortäls: you WII Nil be 
eraving for more: and when you have gained 
the utmoſt ſummit of your wiſſhes, you are 
then moſt diſappointed. 80 that if you had 
no heaven to loſe for an earthly ſpirit, you 
would ſtill be loſers, becauſe you would forego 
the bliſs of TI en Es my 
TORE.” 2 eb ro fs 535 


' k e 2 * . 0 * "I 
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Bete 0 8 in e it were be . 
nailernploying'? it, haſtens to put a period to 
your dreams; and death opens far other ſcenes, 
in which there is no deluſion, from whence 
ye cannot hope to return, and reviſit the place 
of your affections. There you will remain 
without objects of enjoyment, baniſhed from 
the fountain of life, without comfort, without 
hope. O thou falſe world, are theſe the 
wages of thy ſervice, firſt to deceive miſera 
dle men, with mere ſhadows of | happineſs, 
then to 2 2312 n wee _ irvettiev- 
5 —_— og N 


HT 51 I 
1 us, RY rs; in 50 thi e 
the 8 and r OR Chriſt 
a * . 


invites 


0 . 


your withes ? They cannot ſatisfy yu: hex 
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invites, us: Set your affoctions an 1 

above The Chriſtian loves his God, be- 

| cauſe, be firſt loved us. „Hep d 
love by the exceeding riches of his grace, 

manifeſted through Chriſt. A holy: conſtraint 

is thus placed upon the affections of a grateful 


mind; ſo that we contend no more, but fol- 


low him with willing ſteps. Farewel, then, 
O ye yain deſires !—we have choſen. oue for 
dur portion, who robs you of all your charms, 
who. delivers us from your bondage, and will 
| permit no rival to occupy our hearts. Adieu, 
then, for ever: for, whom we love, we ſhall 
ſtudy to reſemble, we ſhall deſire. to enjoy. 
Accordingly, ſays the Apoſtle, * our converſa- 
tion is in heaven,” Chriſt our fore-runner 
bas aſcended 1 — 95 thither, therefore, we 
ſhall aſcend in heart and mind, and pious 
wiſhes, waiting for his ſecond coming, and 
looking for the complete redemption of our 


I 
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= 3 in our . The foundation 


of hape is the fulneſs of the divine promiſes ; 
the object of it, the enjoyment of thoſe pro- 
miſes in future worlds. If, therefore, it be 
| fincere, we cannot place our defires1 uponthoſe . 
ang. XK 4 things, 


% 

things] ieh ue hoc, Mug rob ws r 
future expectations. It is ht a Vain delafion 
to call heaven our home, and yet to malte the 
aarth the Centre of our wiſhes. Do we really ; 
expett the ſociety of angels ?—woſhallpropare 
dur foals for their bleſſed employment to ſee 
the face of: Jeſus : we ſhall meditate : upon | 
him Wit inexpreſſible delight: te reign for 


ever with the Lord e cannot but antici 28 


pate out future triumph. Here is an em- 
ployment -worthy thoſe that are redeemed; 

To be admitted into the family of God, 
makes us ſuperior to meary delights, and gives 
us a dignity, Which, as it is unknown to the 
groveling and baſe, fo it is the peculiar privi- 
P a are ee Sande 
. 


Beides _— i i * 
the earth can promiſo, depend upon the yapour 
of our lives; —they appear, and then they 
vaniſh: whereas, the bleſſings that are kept 
in ſtore, are eternal. God has proportioned 
the duration of things to their reſpective 


value, to teach us, if we can bo taught, the Sp 


wiſdom. to eſtetm them juſtly. Suppoſe they 
were equal in the ſatisfaction they gave; bur 


N nn which ought te be 


2 CHEE, | pre- 
* 


Cz has 
— dee wel ee, d b del. 
tion hem the vain objects of this world 2r6 
a Watilenit as they are vai ; Whereas, "thoſe," 
| WT al enn ſatiafy, are commenſurute 
ene chen, is the Olitiftian's 
rock . hg knows on whotn' he believes. The 

__ evothatingurms'of God are upderneath him; 
wenn he nor courts 
life, Le has no fear of diminiſhed blifs; and, 
vtmoſt limits, they will ſtill be fatisfied. Ney, 
there is room for more; for who tan exhauſt 
eternity ho van find a ſhore ma 
F NO 2 * | 
r giro“ a it mi 1 A394 
When the heart is _ Seel, whe 
freedom is there in God's ſervice? —what 
ehearfulneſs in duty ?—what grace in religion ? 
How delightful-are the chriſtian ordinances ? = 
or plesfnt the courts of the Lord? We 
ate then enabled to pray with fervency, s 
e Gert ee -c are not 
1 the work, which he 
 #ppoints ba. Who is there chat tan draw e 
His ſuul to the Hungry with ſüueh enlargement, 
et ajperiviice s mack” hab pine in den 
Pee. as ho'whoſe' treaſures ate in heavent _ 
Ls | Wo 


een and eacthiy, efteom and call;yourſelves 


* dee Aﬀedlons | * 
Who can wht; Vith ſo much; efficacy. the; 
enghantments:of the world, as he who. carries: 
mare; :enghanting; joys in his; on braaſt 2. 
Who can forgive injuries: fo, readily; or bear 
| afflitions with ſo much calmneſß, as he whole 

prave is hid up with God? Nays! who can 
reſign the things below, and meet death ſo 
triumphantly as that happy man, who ſeeks. 
and loves the things that are above? Who- 
ever reliſhes theſe things, euen during this 


ſtrength. For, they ſhed down. upon him a 
ſilent, perpetual, reviving influence. They 
tempt the more, the nearer they approach, 
and gradually u _ for 2 nen of 

his n n r e e 
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et me intreat 3 you, theng; wy: Abend to 
bring yourſelves to this inward; trial, and not 
deal deccitfully with your own ſouls, in a mat - 
ter of ſuch infinite importance to them. It 
is common for many of you, when your out- 
ward conduct cannot be juſtified, : to appeal. to . 
tte xectitude of your hearts. In yaip 90 y 
make, this appeal. Vour actions betray the 
bent: of your; affections. And, gif then ars 
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hat you will- -v PER of plea: | 
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imperfe& ſtate, goes on from ſtreugth to 
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ure or men of buſineſs: ſome o you may 


| be occupied with trifles, others with grave, 


or derp:deſigns :—you may be champions for 
Iberty, lovers of decency, pretend to ho- 
_neſty; ani boaſt of your public ſpirit. But, if 


cannot be. Chriſt came not to exalt! your 
low purſuits, nor reward ſuch faithleſs ſer- 
vants as you, with an immortal-prize; Is, 


then, the glorious crown for ever loſt? Oh 


that your power were as great as your wiſhes! 


Vou would claim it in ſpite of Omnipotence 


and dignify your earth at the expence of hea- 
ven. The purity of the goſpel, the declara - 
tions of God, the immutability of his nature, 
the glories of eternity, muſt all bow down 
before your idols. Is this poſſible? Be not, 
then, deluded: beware upon what you fix 


your hearts. God will bear” no rivals there. 


Even the moſt innocent earthly things muſt 
not claim, from Chriſtians, more regard than 
is due. They muſt be renounced, and facri- 


_  ficed,::when they 'encroach upon the beſt 


affections. Otherwiſe, we ſhall be as much 
, eee ror lie down before 3 
| r . wok ) * la Fs * g 
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Four bearts ate not placed, where God and 
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man, that does not hope? - Look' out; theny 
for a fare foundation for your hope If you 
fail in this, your: preparation for it Will not bo 
more ſuĩted to its ature; than the ambition of 
an idiot for the poſſeſſions of 'a-crowt; merely 
that he may pleaſe himſelf with the Jewels 
that, adtn it, Be not, then, Idiots” with 
reſpect to eternal glory; What a loſs l to 
boſe both earth and heaven, ànd yet to loſs 
heaven for the ſake ef carth. But ſtill you 
hope; for what ſo ſtubborn as carnal -confi- 
dence ! » You hope for peace, yet walk after 
the imdginations of your own heart, ſtriving 
againſt hope, againſt poſſibility. Fot could 
you de admitted into heaven with groveling 
and earthly ſouls, heaven would be no longer 
heaven. Thorns and briers would ſpring up 
there; ſim and death would enter there, and 
bring perdition with them. Scarch, then, the 
root of your diſorder, your heart, the ſeat of 
inordinate defires. - There the cure muſt be- 
gin. And, if you are convinced that the 


whote traim of evile, which defile your" nas 


tures, and deſtroy your ſoula, proceed from 

the indulgence of thoſe deſires, ſarghy:itſhoutd 
be a powerful inducement 0 n 
We | ; them 
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them met ntertainmight theres but g0-attand 
to the gills arnd.jmplore the aſſiſtanoe, and 
admit the reſidence of that ſanctifying ſpirit, 


Jeſus. Aud. v hen geh e taken. his yoke 
upon you, in ſincerity and love, you will then 
no longer overlook, or palliate, or juſtify the 
rebellion of the affections. Vou will beware 
of the poiſon, nor truſt the promiſes. of an 
_ -evil world. But then you will have glorious 


objects in view, and aſpire after poſſeſſions in 


| that city, © whoſe maker and builder. is God.” 


Lat, 1 let me hancd tot you, my * 
thren, if you are at all ſenſible of the love, the 


promiſes, and the rewards of Chriſt, to improve 


your acquaintance. with, him. Frequently 
meditate upon the length, and breadth, and 


depth, and heighth of the divine riches; and 


 whichvikgvideymoro.aby fougtein of living 
waters, exaaled aa D, through Chrüt 


ſee that you be not penurious in the returns 


af love. If. you. deſire his ſecond coming, 
prepare to meet him. If you have any joy, 
rejoice in the Lord alway. If in him you 


have a ſure ground of hope, let it be the 


anchor of your ſouls in this tempeſtuous world. 
eee eee e 


* n —_ it xe 
> DOD ei n a Lag LAG er 
* 1 | 


thither-6atts your kibition) l whete/your 
treaſure is, there let We be ale. 97 
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7 God the Fathir, Du Son ind Cod 


FS Holy Ghoſt, let ur Hcribs all love, raum 


en 1 and for evermire. 2225 
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Aa be ſpuld a:parable 16 thats thir enn rr 
_ »1100008 ought akvays 40 pr,, nid not cbt faint; 
. 0 L ARORA Hπνπ Zint 3043) 
Wi iid oolaGety bo dwell upon the 
| — of this ble. «The feope 
or it is plain and direct the application Sy. 
a injured petitioner Here obtain her uit 
dom an- unfoſt qudge, rherely ihfough ther 
importunity, in order to exbite us to ufer up 
inſtant and continudl prayer to tft Godpwho 
s our father and frieudꝭ tnd/who Yere pledges 
ar it were his oN Fracious atrfibakesi thut die 
Win in de ue hear; and Help ib. There 

are aby tber places il ſbriptore, Which 
enjoitt this very duty. We e commandetl 
| 40% pray without ceaſinigp=roeontines zaum. 
in prayer,—to pray alwaybwiths ell prbyer i 
ſupplication in the ſpirit,.— to watch*unto the 
8 1 1 | | ſame 
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144  Importunity in Prayer. 
fame with thankſgiving, —to lift up holy | 


1 88 — * 


ing 89 0 


Why, e! eee fon 5 wang 
ſo repaatediy. diteſted ? 1 Ave wi not ſpeaking 
to thoſe, who acknowledge. the force of chriſ- 
tian principles and obligations, who call Chriſt 
their Maſter, who own his benevolence and 
kindneſs, and are ſenfible that he knows our | 


femme, and binds no heavy and \unnerefiary 
burdens? Bot. then, many of theſe are wngon- 
fiſtent with their own profeſſions. Skilful in 
deceiving theme] ves, they will: allow: g 
Principles, without the- leaſt :rogard j40 
Particular: duties, which: | flow from them. 
Nuayr there ate many. who conſeſt the autht- 
rity of Qheiſt, yet boldiy evil at his precapts, 
83 neadleſs, herth, - nay, impoſſible to he pe- 
formed: Is there not. thenya-cauſeta.ſprak 
tan, God, d xoule. the ftupid, hearts: af: en, 
| 40 Sonia them af the-necefity.of an atten- 
Ae woch. ande unfold; the delight, rich 
ends thoexercilgot it? May che Almighty ? 
igive a bleſſing to dur endeavours, while we 
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ino kun in Hr m. 145 
Let us conſider, brethren, what ſhould be 
our aim in the chriſtian life. Is it not this ?— 
that, through the grace of God, we ſhould 
recover the divine image, and being made 
the ſons of God by adoption, we may be fitted 
for our inheritance, What a work is this fot 
the heart of mau? Too great indeed for 
human weakneſs unſupported, — impoſſible for 
ſloth and negligenbt. For the ſupport of 
weakbed, we have the promiſe of divine 
Aſſiſtance; but there are neither promiſes nor 
ſupportb offered to indolence. Thoſe, then, 
who-are in themſelves impotent, ſhould fly to 
God for imtnediate-{ticcour.” But is the buſi- 
neſ& of the heart, theng finiſhed ? Far from 
it; We perceive a thouſand: inſtances of the 
infirmity of our reſolutions; nay, that our 
moſt ſolemn vows often become weak as 
water. This ſhould excite us to renew, and 
continue; our addreſſes to him, who is mighty 
to deliver. For, thould':they be long inter- 
mitted, or entirely leſt off, what will follow, 
but the upbraiding ſenſe of broken reſolves, 
and the keen teproaches of an awakened con» 
ſcience, or elſe a ſhameful truce with our 
ſpiritual / W alter eee. = 
| end e ene 
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146 ei in Fragen. 
- But the human heart is no leſs treachetous 
than weak, Sometimes, we reſolve to forſake 
the vanities that delude- us, we fee the ruin 
that attends ſin, and fly from it with ſpeed. 
But ſoon after, temptation ſolicits us, and: we 0 
ſolicit temptation: we then return to the 
ſnare We had juſt eſcaped, though we well 
remember our paſt ſufferings there. Is there 
no remedy for this? Though man be falle = 
and faithleſs to himſelf, is not God faithful to 
man; The heart is indeed treacherous, and 
he alone is able to cure. at. | The diſeaſe is 
great, but the ſkill of the pbyßeian is. ſtill 
greater. Fly, then, to him, you that are cob» 
vinced, and complain of this, with var 
ſohcitude ; leave no hour email wow 
e, en mill. 
1 of 40 FACT et en 
ms ee bavacmade ſome..pro- 
groficincthe'chrifianchlajienticel the ſerenity 
we to he difcompoled hy variety of accidents, 
and to. loſe for à time our wonted peace 
Our beavenly Father is, in this trial alſo, a pre- 
ſint helper, Perhaps, we ſeck for comforts, 
Where they are not to be found We then 
feel our diſappointment, and are alinoſt con- 
ſtrained to apply to the true ſource of comfort. 
$45 ＋ He 
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"Wor 1 there leſt rellen 1 cotliſtact prayet, 
if” We cbrifider the Pridt force” of fimptatith.; 
WHIT YE Kato of tHal"Hilts,” 158K bal 4. 
the tha bf an ungbarded mitt; ſothetithes 
wie ve thatdefol"fults; theft Cr üübridfet 
„ by” br dintk dees KY 
Io „ forced to mother; late by 
e boeyed up By vitity aur lelf iwpot⸗ 
taméb, at The ne" tine tHat tHe very brutks 
poſſeſs more real digtüty; obftittiately dear to 
che volk of Thftfaerion, ant perVefſs In felt: 
pom” yet bindh following a multitude to d 
po ee ion fof liberty bott Eil and 
religions, yet Hithtelk the ſervant ak fin, abd | 
boldly conmitting "the molt” atfgcious eri bes. 
A monſter this, 0 cormmon that he ceales to 
be a monſter. What is the reaſon of this 
grit defettient? Ffe dbes not Away call 

upon God? and 1s, „ lierefore, left by Free to 
. the poWer and delufiort” of this Al world... 
Wberels, dtifider him, who Ives under the 
idee of a OST Tooking to to God. 
p$1is 1. 3 ? What, : 
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198 hem in kom. 
What, though/ bis enemy be powerful the 
has a more powerful advocate. Is temptation 
* preſent ?—God's protection is preſent 
Is the. world alway inſinvating its po- 
en ?—he bears a conſtant antidote againſt it. 

Was our adverſary ever off his guard, we 
might then lay aſide our armour, and admit 
4 \ parley. . But this 1 is not the caſe. He watches 
| Fd motion of our fouls, and urges thoſe 
it fins, which, moſt. eaſily beſet us. Should we, 
not learn from our adverſary yigilancer and 
wiſdom? Nor i is it only in particular places 
that we. are tried. Alas! neither the public 
theatre of the warld,, nor the daily labours df 
our calling, nor ſtill retirement, can boaſt of 
ſecurity, Our very prayers are not free from, 
intruding thoughts. But Thall we, therefore, 

diſcontinue them? No; the more, impedi-. 
ments.we meet with, let us look more rr, 
neiſtiy for divine help, nor dream of repoſe. in 
the chriſtian warfare, till w we are 28 Hh | 
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our ß prayers ll not * be e 6 
at particular ſeaſons, they muſt be very impor· 
tunate. For inſtance, when a man, after fin, 
3 committed, is brought to real compunRipn for 

it, his ſorrow, ariſing from this, cannot be ex - 
137 vo r prreſſed 
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preſſed in languid petitions. Whillt the cate! 
leſs ſinner buries remorſe in the tnirth"of 4 
ſotote” coinpatiions, or the ſophiſtry of 4 
_ deluded mind, the àwakened perſon beholds 
fin in its own deformity, is acoufed by his 
conſcietice, arid threatened by tlie ard, be 


guikty feel in future worlds? This reflection 
drives him to lay hold of mercy, and urges 
him to vehement calls and applications For 


that mercy. So that, like the royal penitent, 


he goes mourning all the day long, and eries 
out in the language of "the Apoſtle, « 0 
wretched man that I am, Who fhall deliver 


me from the body of this death ?“ Delivers 
ance is, indeed; moſt cevoutly' to be ought ; 


and hen it ĩs obtained; the ſenſe of the dah 


gers he has eſcaped wIIFilt"quickeh him te 


frequent and earneſt EINE to the thron 
of mere! oY e 11 10 ele 


mne (dds. 204] ee lo ten Oh 5 
Nor is Alea leſs beceſſiry, ir we 

Conſider the itimortal prize we hope t to gain of 

Is there a plact prepared for us il Ae 


E. cis th@ ift e God'hiopgh Chriſt 2” And' | 


ſhalF"we be farigu Fic] e delle of enjoying 
a halt 8 pry; that We may be admitted 
L 3 . © wht 


divine juſtice. But who knows the power of. 
God's anger ho can expreſs the woes the 
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159 Inperiengey in Frau. 
| there 7 „in 3 lifeleſs form of words? Let 
learn Wi ces from the cager ; petitigners-. 
this world, Shall the poor beggar plead. for 
a bit of bread, to lupport..a. ,miſerable, lie g 
little longer? And ſhall nat we hunger after 
the meat that neyer periſheth, and thirſt aſter 
that well of. water, which fpringeth vp untg 
eyerlaſtivg life ? The language af the. Apo 
tle drt, Me groan earneſtiy, deftring to be 
cleatbed. upon, with, our houſe, which ,is in 
hopven,':. Whiiſt we are in the body, we 
ſuffer, 3. Kind of hapiſhment from our,portigns 
ag of Bad. And, therefore, after W ad 
poſſeſſed, of. all that, this world ban give, 
naynthoſt aprafprts which, proceed. from faith 
I 9. the glories af hope Gill, rea. de 
eite qp us ardent langings afier its folieity. 
ang gell us ta cxpteß them h prayer and ag 
plication With dane rig, ob)o eH Of 210%; 
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Indeed, without importunity in prayer, there 
is no proſpect of ſucceſs, It is the courtier's 


| rule.“ the modeſt, lvitor,, ſeldom. pes. 
4. This is frue in the affaits of the world. ad, 


x; the. ſame in the court. of heaven... Tha 
Man 
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Importunity in Prayer. 152: 
to grant oun petitions, it is only to try our 
faith, our love, our patienee. If we deſpond 
through cowardice, or become luke warm ànd 
withdraw our petition, we are incapable f 

heavenly treaſures, and juſtly meet with 4 
total refuſul. But if, when we are tried, we! 
ſtil} perſevere, our patience then is proved, 
and our virtues are made more pure and re- 
fined;/ It is, then, | for our ſakes alone, that 
God puts on ſeeming harſhneſs. His: mercy 
is ſtill: the ſame; His compaſtions ſtill overs 
flow and, at the fitting ſeaſon, he comes to 
our relief. Our Saviour in the goſpel in 
the ſame manner treats the poor canaanitiſh 
woman. ' She intreats his favour; he gives 
her no anſwer. She purſues her requeſt, and 
meets with a denial. She ſtill pleads, and 
urges her ſuit. He is then entreated, and 
grants her full petition. This ſhould: teach 
us to uſe the fame violence with our heavenly 
Father. If we perſiſt, and will not depart, 
unieſe he bleſs us, there is no refiſting this. | 
mee. to our 5 
infrmitesn welt nn nd org fs 0! 
tic! lech t e ag e 2-0 v3 4. 1 
_  bRatydarthergiwhen thelfoubof-man/i is es d 
diene to the frequent exetcile-of deva - 
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remembrance... He beholds the works of God, 


+ The man, whoſe heart is fixed upon God, 
draws 8 When wid 


152 Inportuniiy in Prayer. 


may beide but nothing leſs than the 
entire falling from God can totally extinguiſſi 
it. A ſecret ſenſe of guilt deters/many from 
the exerciſe. of private duties. The pious 
ohriſtian, on the contrary, willing that his 
heart ſhould be ſearched, and cleanſed; the 
grand obſtruction is removed, that forbids 


therefore, like a child to a loving fat! — 


out diſtruſt, and prays with freedom, and 
with: confidence. Every gracious attribute, 
God exerts towards man, will encourage to a 
more intimate union with him; and every 
mieroy he receives will afford a peculiar topic 


of thankſgiving. The morning, the even- 


ing, the noon- day, all contribute matter for 
his devotion. The memorials of departing 
time are not loſt to him: his hours, though 

they do not return, leave behind them a bleſt 


2nd admires their number, their order, their 
beauty, their immenſity. But he reſts not 
here; on theſe he aſcends, in hymns of praiſe * 
to the great Creator. Nay, the common o 
currences of- life paſs not in vain before him. 


| . | 
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Inertia ge 293 
| an ieee n hevidfhie chord 
iſſue to the Judge of alk He interoedes for 
the weak, the wavering, the depreſſed. The 
| inſtances of goodneſd, which others feel, he 
turns to his own improvement. The ſtorms, 
which agitate this ſea of life, fill not him with 
deſpondency, but engage him to carry his 
. 
eee eee h 2 go 


i 0 eentud 5 11 . eee 


lite delightful LatisfaQion/.nouſe) fill 
the ſoul; that bs: thus prepared for God and 
heaven ! For a proof of this, I appeal to 
thoſe among you, who cultivate! the friend- 
ſhip/ of your Maker, whether you are not 
deſirous of improving it, and growing more 
and more eſtabliſnhed in communion with him; 
and whether, upon any accidental eeſſation of 
the devotional ſpirit, you do not find your 
hearts cold, diſſatisfied, and unable torreliſh; 
human life, ſo that you endeavour to regain 
it, as abſolutely neceſſary to your repoſe: Well 
may theſe things be ſa t nay; they cannot be 
otherwiſe. For as God is the higheſt good, 
the more we experience it, the more we ſtiall 
enjoy what is beſt and moſt deſirable. This 


* 780 


FIR Inportunity in Prayer 
may thrive and proſper, but the foul ftarves 
in the abundance of ſuch bliſs,and pines away 
* _ LY Os ra Nice 

19 PE ws Nine 

n many acti decided, e 
tn incapacitate a man for the c m 
affairs of life. But, not to rnention the folly 
of objecting againſt God, I am pleading for 
no ſuch ſpirit as this. The buſineſs of life 
muſt be attended to. But, is it not poſſible 
ſor you to attend ta the neceſſary buſimeſs of 
the world, unleſs you fix your hearts upon at? 
| Cannot you uſe this world, without abuſing it'd 

But, indeed, continual Jookiag up to Got 
interferes with ho duty; it is conſiſtent with 
_—_ honeſt mer ESI neee 
or 2 that is mmer. 
enlivens the exerciſe of reading , and ſtudy. 
The ſacred function cannot be performed 
without it. The infartor atnplbyments /abfos 
lately require it; atherwiſe;: the cares that. 

attend them will gradually debaſe theimind: 
Apious writer ingenuouſly acknowledges; that - 
when, at à certain period of his lie he 

r | 
AP 3 


ee, 
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recovered hs former Giri "ie vey zen 
e. 2 — —— 
16. praiſe it. Beware, then. of making 
worldly buſineſs a ſubiſtitute ſor ſublimer oc · 
— acebpie gg 4g 
fm Gob 1 4 „ind ard} nd Fot 
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from ſocial life. I ſea no reaſon for this: It 
would, indeed, regulate it, and keep it within 
its; proper bounds. It would baniſh the led 
zeſt, the. wanton ſong, the libertine axerſſen 
It would leave idle converſation to; ferious 
wiflers, and prevent the childiſh amuſement 
ei card-table from r — | 
eee eee, 8 
— — ans 
Proaching-b+—TFhis/ is a madneſs. worſe than 
black: geſpais... Or, wauld you. have thaſe, 
whe inouen for fin, drown remorſe by drink» 


. be 
the , | Wy the 


156  Importunity.in Prayer. 
the cauſe of more pungent and laſting ſorrow. 
But, when the ſorrows of the penitent are 
done away, and are ſueceeded by calm affec= 
tions, why ſhould he not rejoice? Or, hy 
ſnould not the ſincere followers of Chriſt 
friends? What is chere in ſecret prayer, that 
is an enemy to chaſte mirth, and good hu- 
mour? On the contrary, if it was” more 
regarded, there would be leſs melancholy, leis 
pet eee thoſe malignant paſ- 
R ae, and ne another, HH % rot 
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ing now rin oc that 
you begin the duty, I have been labouring to 

inculcate. If it bo in vain for you, my bre⸗ 
tren, to bring chriſtian obligations to. a le el 

with your own ſtandard, you have no other 
reſource but a humble, dependent, and devout 
mind. Oh, why will you make religions 
mere profeſſion, when it ought to be a com- 
fort ? Why do ye catch at the outward form; 
and let go the ſubſtance? Nay,/ why is'the 
form itſelf a burden? Why does a cold 
numbneſs ſeize you, in this houſe f prayer, 
that you think the time long, and can ſcarce 
hear the petitions you utter; but becaufe you 
3 | . | per 


4 


eln in Fr. 137 
call not. down, that ſacred fate, which ſhould 
enliven your addreſſes ?-'/Why-da-you; tutn 
away from the table of the Lord? Would 
to Godthe reaſon) were not too apparent No 
longer, then, delode your ſouls. What you 
will eſteem. wiſdom. for you, at; the hour of 
death, is neceſſary for you, at this very inſtant. 
Learn, then, the language of thoſe, that are 
born to die. Is it not better, that you offer 
up to God the conſtant tribute of a joyful 
heart, than, when your end approaches, to 
ſend forth. deep groans, attended with prayers 
Half uttered, forced reſolves, and dying pro- 
miſes never to be fulfilled 7 
"As bb ſuch of you, my KEN as * 
aſpire after continual communion with God, 
marvel not that he ſometimes hides his face: 
it is that you may ſeek him e importu- 
nately. Complain not that your prayers are 
not anſwered to your wiſhes; if you faint 
not, you will ſurely be rewarded. Above all, 
ſee that your prayers be accompanied with 
obedience and love, that ſo your proficiency 
may appear, and your lives be conſiſtent with 
your profeſſions. Thus, being engrafted into 
the living ſtock, you will grow up in the ful- 
hy Ai that worketh all in all, and at 

__— 
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kngth receive.the end of of your libouts" the 
ion of your Müh“ SHIDDT 109 „ 9711899 
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Noto r God tht Father,” Con rd S, An 
God the Holy Geh, be aferibed al: nee 
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eee eee ee ee 
idolatrous nations; that aſſembled them 


Ginn agninſt David. Their conſedrracy w 
| powerful, bot they could not prevail, | becauſe 
God was with him. Though an hoſt rf 


men were kid againſt me, yet ſhall uot ny 


heart be afraid ; and though there roſe up wN I 
againſt me, yet will I put my truſt in hitn- 
But, indeed, a greater than David is hots: 
and the text, as well as the whole pſalm, moſt 


David, in many circumſtances of his lite, was 
an illuſtrious type. Accordingly, theſe words 
W the Apeſtles, Peter and John, 


62h to 


truly atid-propetly relatas to Chriſt, of whom 


„ * . g= © * 
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460 Popular Maxms often pernicious. 
to the rage and malice of thoſe multitudes, 
1 t Chriſt the Lord. Of 
« truth, Agginſt ty holy/child Jeſus, whom 
thou haſt anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the ggentiles,vand the people of 
Irael, were gathered together.” In his life, he 


Engi) withſtood. the; ſhock ef hypocriſy and | 
rancour; and, in his death, he fell a ſacrifice 


to the a of wicked men, 
who preferred a murderet before him, There, 
indeed, the efficacy of their malice againſt his 
own. perſon. ceaſed. for ever. But againſt his 
body, the church, it ſtill continued: it was 
planted in ſuffering, and during its progreſs 
and increaſe; like its divine: author; it —_ 
tered the ignorance and wrath of a 
derate world. And when, at length, it- tris 
umpbed over all oppaſition, and the nations 
that once contetided, acknowledged that it 
ame from God, multitudes of Chriſtians, 
who: forſook the cauſe and name of heathens, 
Rill, retained their folly and their bitterneſs. 
They loved neither the doctrines of Chriſt, 
nor the duties he enjoined, and, with reſpect 
to real Chriſtians, might ſtil} be called the 
world. Nay, even where Chriſt's religion W 


profeſſed in its utmoſt purity, it muſt be ac - 


know ledged there are many, of whom we 
91 5 | | may | 


Popular M: often'\peinidious. 161 
may put the-queſtion, why do the heathen 
n vain ching 5. 
un ae ae eee fm eee 943 
We may not only put the: queſtion; / but 
anſwer it too. We. have a ſure clue to guide 
5 — — che world. a6 
: proper — the wonkfcGvdicr Thimenables | 
us to judge, not only of men, but of nations, 
by reducing their behaviour to its true ſtand- 
ard: By this we can determine, whether popu- 
l ouſtotns are worthy to be allowed ;:iwhether = 
faſhions are right; whether whole nations have 
not been infatuated ; and whetherithe mub+ 
titude is united for or againſt God. By this 
ui may try even che pleas of reformation, the 
pretenſioms of zeal, and the popular ery of 
liberty and right. To form this judgment; 


notlling is requiſite, but a ſingle ey 25 for the 3 


However, this eſſential qualification is plainly 
wanted, bythe generality of men; for, though 

they will acknowledge the dictates of the 
apply: them to particular inftanices, unnum- 
bered prejudices, luſts, and paſſions, darken 
their minds; and they —_ * follow the 
Vor. I. beaten 


— 


ane — 
their ſins aud ercors, rather than hearken 10 
the oracles of truth. Hence, good men have 
ahuays had mnaſom to complain of prevailing 
wickedneſs; and hiſtory, botli ſacred and pto · 
fane, gives us many alarming repneſetitàtions 
of whole nations in valvediin ithellien againſt 
| God, and devoted: to uind w odd: 1; 1501 


enn ound wor to quo 20 ne 5. 


The truth 8 thizg—jultfntiments and good 
Dumme — 
of their Nededmer, adi are lad. by his gantle 
ſpirit. Happy would. they be in ſuch a caſa, 
aud were. it univerſah the new: Jeruſalem 
would. defcend from heaven, and the earth 
would break fortly into ſinging. But alas? 
that golden age is not yet arrived, and ac-· 
cording to the derclarations of thoſe that ha 
church af Chriſt might not be compared-toia 
little flock; reſiding in the: wildernes ;\ while 
the reſt of the warid have. been, like: ſheep, 
going aſtray, or elſe kke ravemng. wolyes, 
pug e ng and devouring, one | 
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not · plic iti to follow: 
00 em therefore, to the teſſ of divine 


ef fules of worlkhip,” our articles of belief,” of 
dt ud pretenficts: td God's" fivodr;! but 
from gie of the religion we” profeſs 
2 hearts and lives. But where ſhall 
this efficacy ? Thank God, we may, 
th Private walls, and privite practice, 
| r individuals arnengſt us. But we 


ſeck il, ih bur genolnt duftoins and national 


character, we thill hardly behold its uitward 
fort temminitg Obſerve,” Tam fpeaking of 
vital and practical Yeh ion, Does its preſence 
really entiznee a 
tation of He" people? 
pre a mn öf their favour and” ſupport? 


what he ſeeks, becatſe he is not religion 


bolpteion and Ghee? +125 12-9160 5 
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| Formerly, impiety en affamed 


forth abroad; and pleads the falhiort ef the 


w to. a 


This trek mut be made, Hot by 


character, in cbre eſti- 
Does its abſetee de · . 


wWhöere is the eee eee, 12 
$f 


cox Woilld'chiaſe'to urge his attächttttent to E 
heaven Lord, leſt it thould N 65 


to appear in epem day; but it has nor e 


ties. It is made corffiſictt with benevolenee 5 
I] S that whilſt mon allume : 
. 


160 eee e 


to themſelves the diſguiſe of virtue, they claim 
a diſpenſation to deſpiſe the word of God, to 
profane his name, and his ſabbaths, and-baniſh 
from their minds every ſenſe of chriſtian duty, 
are ſo nototious, that they cannot be denied, 


pv Gn ur b with- 
t. ny bro noon 10 01 
den * * 5 117 ür bs: ARA. 5 Ki! D „ 


It is a an made be —— 
Ifiaty chat in is days the people 5 knew 
not the way of e nor the judgment 

of . their God.) What was, the reaſon }-+ 
becauſe they, cloſed. their ears, and would not- 
hearken to his voice- The ſame cauſes, in 
like circumſtances, produce the ſame effects. 
We, like them, have caſt bis words behind 
us, and, therefore, walk on ſtill in darkneſs. 
Ts T2 good: man. has ür nen au 
be of God. The multitude, on the contrary. 
look more at the appearance than the truth of 
virtue, and pay more regard to names than 
realities.” - Hence, they adore, ſplendid gg: 

_ accurſed ambition they miſoal patriotiſim; 

they take, bigotry for zeal, and, falſe zal for 


true religion. They ſee not the excellence 
of ſublime virtue; or if they ſee. it, they do 


_ : % 
— — — 


OO Poplar Ita, gpl fene, 164 
det admire it. Miſtaking"the firit of their 
own religion; they acknowledge not its ge- 
nuine graces. ee e 
meekneſs, ſelf-denial; and'a ſenſe of duty they 
leade to ſecret and ſilent worſhippers, the 


friends of God ; to whoſe favour they aſpire, 


and by whom they ure acknowledged: Well, 
then, may the world miſipply both their ap- 
plauſes and their cenſures, and call evil good, 
and good evil. It is its proper character, 
known to the truly wiſe: ſo that they have 
nothing left but to approve themſelves to God 
eee ee deen 
in undefiled religion. | 

tei YT) 1 ilteren 1 ' 
| tee ties i Fully erer 
lar character the ſcope of our ambition. In 
order to attain it, we muſt often ſacrifice our 
reabhonout ; and when we have obtained it, 
it Mf no value. Hence I cannot but obſerve, 
that appeals to the public, ſo eommon in thefe 
days of licence, are generally injudicicus, often 
extremely. blameable. Counter appeals will 
alſo be made by the adverſe party, directed 
not to theivoite of reaſon, but the caprice 
worthleſs tribunal- whoever prevails, truth, 
and virtue, and wer are ſure to fall unla- 


— > - "4.00 8 


bumst what ſo vai 
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11 Let: us alſo - cnſider tbe fioklenald; and 


| inconſtancy of Ge ultitude. This wes very | 


conffiebaus, in their behaviour towards our 


 blefled Lord. Imagining ar ks approgale = 


to Jeruſalem, he was comin g to take: paſſeſ- 


on of a temporal kingdom; aud deingithe 
ä Forth under dhe jewiſh yoko, they ment befbre 
him, and followed; him withrther hoſannas. 


But when they ſaw, bim ;botragedþ.and; for 
ſaken, they then thougbt bim a bla cor, 


and preferred a murderer before: him: Such 


is the multitude at this very ay Beſtowing 


their carciles, and their hatred, more from tha 
influence of paſſion than Feaſov,>-love. an 
hatred often change place in their affections. 


Ang: ng vonder: far what is ſo variable) as 
in ia its conſequenæss as 
the fal: of eee „Hence i lis, 
the favourite of the populace. ſeldem ang 
maiuteine his Shasarber. Hes shut affiom, 
deny; (thinks and H, a9 theprwould: have 


bim. Ie ut: waer ih every; blaſts and = 
| thould ae aluating pretend ade, and | 
exhbibit:new; pretenGons to pops =... 


former, will ſogn, Hu imo olibvien} ac bo- 
neee Yo ler bat 
tron ieee ee bern bote 
Mg ee 2} 516 udien be a 
| beo bak Leinen 
22.4 I 


| Popular Manins often yerniciut; 167 
But chaugh the: accidents of humour are 
vanable as the wind. yet the roat of it, which 
vour to maintain its claims, even when ja 
man is unſuppurted by the aſſiſtance of others. 
Wich how moch greater ſtrength will it ope- 
rate, when. 2 multitude conſpire in thinking 
and doiag wrong? Nothing hides the view, 
of our dum deprawty from us more, than 
k to-ſee. many in the ſame condition with our- 
ſelves. Nay, it fills us with ſecret ſali- ap- 
ſtampt with the ſanction of. public approba- 
voice of truth, or the ſtern: reproof of wiſe 

dom from prejudice, and eli ſuſpicion, are 
baniſhad fram the heart; hen a ſenſe of 
ſhamei is weakened when duty itſelf becomes 
eee. 


virtues #hat.is there lefi.to te 
of vice, ae de 
| ſober mind? © 7 | 
TT AA 20 egg led 0 9. 

Dur "laws, excellent: as they ace, are 0 
ſutkcicut to remedy public cuil. For "what 


168 Popudar Maxims gften pernicious. 6. 

chſtructinns to their-executioit b: Many, Edo 
eee eee 
availed themſelves of their ſuperior ran to 


ſet the laws at defiance, and in that reſpect at 
leaſt have brought themſelves don to a level 


with their inferiors. The examples of hence 


they have ſet, have been great and many. 
In theſe, they have been followed by the mul- 
titude, whoſe number ſupplies both ſtrength 
and influence. It is ng wonder, then, that 
the hands of the magiſtrate are waxen feeble. 
No man fo much as attempts to execute thaſe 
laws, which regard the public worſhip: of 
God, and the true welfare of religion. This 
would not be borne, by the armies of the im- 
pious, nor indeed by the luleewarm. Beſides, 
how few. are there here, tliat are not erimi- 
nal? In offences againſt chaſtity, and ſobtiety, 
men plead cuſtom for impunity. And even 

in the moſt flagrant acts of violence and in- 
Juſtice, the guilty: ſeldom receive their due 
reward, till aſter wanne nen multi- 
ien ban IST (OH. e Lifts en 
| ; Jen By . 
On cham the diſorders of the peo- 
ple are become grie vous to the peaceable part 5 
of the community. An oppoſition to their 
e Fai rr them to fury and 
0. A. n. 5 


Popular Maxims ten p. 169 
| madneſs.” When protected by their number, | 
though: not injured, they will be injurious. | 
Nleading an unbounded liberty for themſelves, - 
they act conſiſtently in taking it from other. 
In this caſe; force ſupplies tlie place of juſtice; 
e eee by 
the example they ſet one another. Hiſtory 
affords many inſtances of popular rage, and 
 ſhews us at the ſame time, that the wrath of 
man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God. 
by the erimes and ſorrouis it has produced.” 
Need I mention a late inſtance in this very 
Metropolis? Alas, I will not now probe 
the wound. It is too recent in your remem- 
brance / I will only caution all, who now 
hear me, and eſpocially thoſe, who but re- 
motely contributed to bring forth an evil f 
pect a popular cauſe; conſider from whence - 
it ſprings, and its probable iſſue, and particu- 


narly chat they would avoid the very begin- 


| e ee eee dee 
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e Pupil Manns ee | 
nn things about us, and bting 

our principles and! conduct to a ſtrict review. 
Should we: flatter: the prejudices of a ſinful 

people, we are then flatteted in our turn ( 
our on ruin. Abcuſtomed to hear, and ta 
f ene dhoweies of the people to be the vice 


_ thoſe thak are; cid allo, But et God be 
true, and Syery man a 1 Be aſſured of 8 
this, fo long as men eontinve cuil, they can 
4 offer of ſalvation. whatever. their- pleas and 
pretenſions are, they are ſtill in their fs; for 
% corrupt tree cannot briag forth gaod 
fruit. But the fruit df true religion is ſeen 


in all goodneſs, and righteouſueſa, and truth. 


Faith, hope, love, meekneis, patience, ha- 
_ yeuly+mindedneſs, thoſe are graces, which dig · 
nify every true Chriſtian; and are moſt directly 
oppoſite to the pride, and turbulence of che 
children of this world. Thee bow that Gd 

is in us; the other proclaim rebellion againſt 
| God and his anointed : and ſooner ſhall light 
and eee eee, 


agreed, ſo long as chex port. 20 mort 


neee 6f opyolition. 


ef God blind as Wo ate porſelves,' wefollow ? 


My brethren, I canngt he, 400 plain with 
von inf this point. If Jou. give. the 8 
opinion that regard: which-. is) due to. God 
dees if you think fins forbidden by your | 
Lord, to be 50 fins; becauſe they are gene- 
rally praRtiſeds or the duties enjoined by him 
to be n duties, becauſe they ace generally 
vsglocded :; you are ſtrangers ta the very thirſt 
rudiments: and principles of your religian. 
You: have the light, but you walk not in, it. 
Mareover, if inſtead of adhering to the ci 
_ of virtus and religion, o enliſt yourſelues 
under the banners of the-warld, and fallow a 
' miltitude to do evik ; and if notwithſtanding © 
jun are warned, you ſtiſl perfiſt zo if you u 
prefer the maxims of the world to: the c- 
mands of j G, then you give a moit 
deuiſibo e widenre, F 
N wag rebel againſt him. F Erongy 


. —— purpoſs FOG "hs: alen 
ſerve Nhat good will it procure .you? 
| Are you Hefirous of the upp of men? 
 Eawyownmaks: your: real chafucten / uny other, 
than what Sad after to h Dο you 
 dredd the itaputationiaf being Angular-! Re- 
mernber Lot in the midſt: f Sodom, Noa 
ſurrounded W Many have 
* Hi 5 TY 


17 Populi 5 


oppoſed its corruption and triumphed. But 
whoever fought againſt God, and proſpered? 
Can you wireſt 9 2 52 from his hands? 
Are the keys of hell and death at your diſ- 
poſal? Can you ſtop the execution of his 
decrees? As I live, ſaith the Lord, every 
| knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall | 
confeſs to God.” Is number able to protect 
you? The great © Meſſiah reigns, before . 
oonfederate world ſhall lick the duſt. Ima- 
gine to yourſelves, if ye can, the horror of 
that approaching day, When the mildneſi of 
the bleſſed Jeſus: ſhall be changed into the 
vengeance of an adverſary; when mercy ſhall 
condemn; when liberty abuſed ſhall conduct 
to an eternal priſon, and proſtituted offers 
become fuel to the — of bold of. 
mn . Ta Nigg 1562 e 


Laſtly; r andy wa a hes 
theo, as n duty bound, from the beaten path 
of ruin. Regard not the ſingothneſs of : your 
joumey, but look to its end. Are you going 
e beer d ties danger ?--make 

no delay, but fly to a place of reſuge En- 
quire Which is the narrow way z allt for the 
n ggg aud walk in them. Look up- 

bdbiebold, 


n 1 


© Purina 373 
bel, your Lord indie you, Beute your: 
" falves, then, to his happy fold; 3 
fon, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh,” . 
out no longer; give up 4 9—— 
 yourſelyes, and he will forgive. Nay, be will 
gag; his protection, and you, will | 
be. ſafe. Then, though you may be ſome- 


28 times,;caſt. down, you will not deſpair; you 


may be afflicted, but not forſaken. Whilſt 
the world abides in darkneſs, you will have 
light When the world periſhes, you will ſur- 
vive its ruins. | + Wo. py WA. WH oy 
ohe ; 
As for you, who 3 e Apel your 
Maſter's voice, and have overcome the world, 
I need not warn you of its manifold dangers : 
you know. them, and likewiſe the prize. of 
your happy calling. Have compaſſion, then, 
on thoſe, that are yet in their fins. Though 
they boaſt of their privileges, do you pity their 
bondage. But can you pity them, and not 
_ endeavour to. reſcue them? Exert, then, 
your influence to ſtop the contagion of many 
examples, and avert the puniſhment of many 
ſinners. Caution your children, your ſerr 
vants, your dependents. As much as in you 
lies, infuſe into their minds juſt principles, 
manners, „ wad an_iegronchable ſeuſa.of | 
duty, 


174 — pernidiuih, 
duty, dotly' towards God and itt, withonrt 
which, notions and profedons tro dt 0 RNS! 
Bellevue it this Is net a time ſof 8 barten r. 
: a tulkeweri faith. The enemies are fin 
tous, various, powenful| end petewertg 
then, (the children of this world ure stress 
in a bad tcadſe, do yeu be zealous c 
one. : They cuntend fof deſtruction y de y 
nnen 2277 eee 24 e 
datt ig wor deb oc d hidg. BN att?” 
ene he e ee 2 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be all power, t 
Bp glory N henceforth, and for „* 
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PARTICULAR commiſſionis here 
giveq/to: Jonah toicry- againſt Ninevely 
The wickedneſs of that gent city was oom 
ap before God, and was ripe for vongeanco 
Ve Prophet was ſent to warm the inhabitants 
of this, by that God, who is not willing that 
any ſhould periſh;-but. ACAD AA wth to 
pentance. 


Da Ei: A ud 10 2 4 aka are tis I 4. 


Gad is flilt the fame 0 his batred alſo againſt | | 


to ea Nineveh, che miniſters of tek 
| auth 7 i 15 gion 
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e SEE ela. ic 
places, which, homes para a _— 
extent, and their. corruptions. We are com- 
manded to ** cry- aloud. and ſpare not; to 
blow the. trumpet, and give warning upon 
the approach of danger; and for this very 
alarming reaſon, left * the, blood of thoſe, 
that periſh, ſhould be required at our hand; 
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e Ss therefore, 2 2 it may be, {for 
| we had rather commend; than blame) to be- 
comic your-Kiuſers, and ceprove” public jt 
qipties, e are to follow che cc ample of 
preachers of righteouſarfs, that have gone 
befote us and however ſevere is the. repre· 


heuſten, it 4s: ſtill, as theirs Was, the labour 


of love, and the higheſt evidence we can ire 
of ö fat el welfare. binont ves - ' 
nens 
. thicefors; your candid and 
favourable. attention, whilſt L endeavour, firſt, 
toſſet beſore you the wickednels of great and 


125 popular cities: and, ſecondly,: caution uu 
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Pata ute 
own diſpeſitionsc; Henes, in-Jargezfogiatles, 
where a multitude of, theſe.,,cxamplesppeatls 
6p: i commuhicated like a plague che mata 
numerous the people, the more powerful che 
infection. Almoſt all are ready to catchy and 
then to ſpread the: diſorder, Company ban 
niſhes reflection, and filences the vpbraidipgay 
which ſometimes alarm a ſolitary conſeie ne 
The urgency, of huſneſß has the ſame effect, 
the daily cares of which are generally relie ved, 
not by the repoſe, ; but the .entertainmans.of 
the;, evening 3 10. chat they, hof u. 
known in public, are afteg the- lea. R 
te themſebues. Upon the wholes man's ap 
tacy hath depriyed chim el ig. ſtvaagth, and | 
 given;is. the world;:19 at the pore ha 
expaleg. 16. its, temptations, he is the mers 
ealily.. fubdued. But che ſubchits not t thi | 
diſhonous,. Offenders become allyaaing, when = 
ſupported by a mpkitade;..they contend for. a 
character, and not only become candidates for 
dignity and place, but, generally obtain them. 
Popular griminals eaſily become the favourites 
of the pepe the allerrory af ben dene 


9 nue rens, treppe, overpewerd Ahe fanall-x6: 
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R 
ende it is that youd) examples are of little 
| _ fofee;» in populous cities:'):T'hoſerexamples; 
Which in. ruraf retreats would influchen, and 
bleſs a whole "neighbourhood, are here not 
conſpicuous: enouε tue? the attention. 
The minds oi mem are too huſied ithother 
matters, to: rhgrd the ſilent eher gy. f tun 
deſert Ainidſt the vaſt variety; of robjetts,, 
which captivate the mind, the moſt ſhewwy 
demand the general notice; and the moſt 
worehleſt are the moſt oſtentatious; 40 .- 3 
the patterns are generally: held up as tho 
fitteſt for imitation, which are the leaſt coo> | 
_ duvive; to-improvement, 7 277! 155 vo! 918. 
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Nor indeed, hve oil Ring inch 7 
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e ee e which: gives 
thi u proper effect upon ſociety. But this 
is obſtructed by numerous crindinals; who will 

learn the artifices) of ri te king bac another, 

and the knowledge» of thoſe! ſubterfuges, to 
which» che lav. cannotfollowalitm.: The gye 
che magiftrate s'/alſo too bun fiel, undes 
im ene / nothrioud caſes; 20; kaks ichmediate 
eognizancervf fluſe orimes which are luſt iu 
the crodi and number af fender, And i,, 
after allz hey vannot efcape informations, by * 
0 N 2 ng.” 


that could be wiſhed, in over grown cities. It ; | 


taking advantage ar the many Westens 
of the courts of Juſtice, they will oſten eſcape: 
the puniſhment due to . — ! Hilo, 
70 391 EM r % NR Aale 
© fAvithe caftividge of fin d are weaker, in large 
cochmunities, ſd the tetnptatidns toi it art 
ſonger. Wbat is ſo powerful as: pleaſure, 
im baptivating and debaſing the pu? But it 
influence will be greateſt, in: thnſe plates, 
Where it puts on a variety of tempting fonms, 
amn is ſuited to the inclination of tach indivi- 
dual. Here, ſit ĩs given not only to the afflu- 
ent; but even to the thdigent; and if che one‚ 
are devoted to its mote» refined andulgenices, 
the other will purſue, with equal earneſtneſs, 
. gratifications-of vicious expeſles. 

* Anne Hi , edi 2d Bf WII! 
750 Ansthar enemy-to-religibri. is-—the-preva« 
lende of luxury; and how ptwerful:epuſtithis 
bey where trade and opportunity bring it to 
meh's doors! "Simple nature is indeed, con: 
tent with u little; ut few are/contente with 
that little. va Not //the wealthy, vfors they can 
_ grinify. their defires: to the utmiſt;:A9/large 
Places, "thoſe of inferior rank illimitate d heir 
ſuperiom, and even the moſt indigent will 
enlarge their defires after unſhting enjoy- 
bs ma So that, in every ſtations that echo 

{fer 6 | of 
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Aeg to mich lulu gave birth, will at 
dength be deemed neceſſary to N 857 
Fr 
va But, further, the deſire of 3 
is ſeated iu the hearts of men, is called forth 
to diſplay itſelf, on every wide and extenſive 
theatre. And when a character, Which con- 
tributes to the excitement of good actions, is 
ſought after, as an end, ſelf will then predo- 
minate, real goodneſs will. de diſregarded, 
adi iplauſibility will be deemed alone neceſ- 
fary. Where men have no claim to public 
eſtirnation, they will make uſe of every me- 
thod of ſhew ing their ſelt· importance. They 
will endeavour to ſupply their deficiency of 
in ward worth, by out ward ſhew. Few will 
keep the rank, in which Providence has placed 
them. They will ſeek to bide their proper 
| Nation; by an unbecoming dreſs; and cheriſh 
the pride of their hearts, by a proud demeanor. 
Envy to thoſe above them, and contempt of 
thoſe beneath them, will be their general 
characteriſtic· Theſe effects will ſhew therm 
"ſelves moſt abundantly in thoſe cities, where 
there are no preventive laws, to check the 
very firſt deviations from induſtry, ſobriety, 
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But, ſecondly, though this-Acitz.pagialaina 
its full ſhare. of the vices I hahe hitherto 
mentioned, yet there are ſome ſtriking, I will 


not ſay, TO offences, which: abovnd 


—_ 18. . en 30 afl pita we het 
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Ons of our moſt, notorious diſorders. the 
abuſe. of our civi ] libertiet. Our laws. are 


lenient, and ſalutary: great numbem amongſt 


us take the advantage of their lenity, 40 


deſpiſe. their authority, and make ,onr.ogwny 


become intolerable, ſhould new laws be, Mode, 
in order to repteſs them, we ſtudyevety arti- 
fiee, and uſe every ſubterfuge, in order; to 
evade their force, So that whatever thwarts 


our humour, our intereſt, or our paſſions, wr 


eſtoem an encroachment upon our liberty. 
Through mtre wantonneſs we therefore ſpurn 
at thoſe bleſſings, for which we are the eny 


bounds, A > 70 
5 1 p „1 do 


offend againſt them with Sreatet boldgeſs. . | 
If they are not ſtrict in their execution, N, 


will the rule and — oy mr 
When new crimes; ariſe, or ;old- enormitaes 


_ | 


bf other nations. And no wonder g ſor tur 
with the indulgence of ſelfiſhneſs, or paſſion ; 
but the enormities of eee _— | 


Proving quis, 263 


hie, we of this metropolis are notoriouſly de- 
fective. God, as he is a God of onder, hath 
placed men in different ranks. He hath laid 
his honour upon ſome, by appointing them to 
fuperior ſtations; and he commands others to 
give honcur to thoſe; to whom honour is 
doe. Few amongſt us acknowledge any ſueli 
appointment. We regard not governors, as. 
thoſej ho bear God's authority, but only as 
they pleaſe ourſelves. If they diſplæaſe us, we 
giye them the moſt inſulting marks of ohr 
—_— ns dad — 
6 1 to ebase | 
Being thus loſt to the government of God's 

un prin cipled men. Aſſociations are formed, 
not for religion, but againſt the very ſpirit it 
enjoins, and the obedience ſt inſpires; not for 
true liberty, or good order and government, 
vot to root up their very foundation. ' No; 
this accurſed ſpirit, which prayails-emongſt 
us, is moſt inexenfable in itſelf, firve it throws 
 down' the beundaen ef dutyi and 
| N 4+ 


v idr refpect tothe ordinary duties of thvit = 


moſt pernioious in its conſequences ; ſince 
even a ſenſe of our w danger cannot unite 
us, nor ia ſenſe oſ the diving diſpleaſure reſtrain 
us from. the very exceſſes of guilt. Di 
of N a00mogys td oct ¹ẽẽ¼ũmd τπνπτ,j,jẽ 
Anctber inſtance of our. depravity is—B the 
abuſe of our religious liberty. In, this curious 
and enquiriug age, men aſſume great latitude 
of judgment, with reſpect to religion. In- 
ſtead of being contented with the pure and 
fimple doctrines of faith, there is hardly any 
opinion that cannot find its teacher z and {pi- 
ritual-perverſenels, the diſcaſe of the mind, is 
often ſheltered,- under the many — 
ties for ſeparation. The pureſt religion, the 
religion of Jeſus, then loſes its proper 
efficacy. When men are covered with the 
armour of ſelf · opinion, they will fiercely con- 


tend for their own peculiar ſentiments, and. 


ahhor others, that differ from them. By this 
means, chriſtian unity is broken; and charity, 
without which faith is vain, is baniſhed from 
among us. I am ſorry that this abuſe is, in 
bome degree, applicable to many in our own 
church, who, guided by an ignorant conſci- 
euce, attend upon the public ordinances, in a 
diſorderly. manner. For bey tog are drawn. 
by curioſity, and conceit, * their atch- 
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— 86 
ing l ears, at the expence ; of their duty. 
When theſt aſſume that place in the heart, 
which belongs to; religion; they thtive ex. 
cedingiys under ſo ſpecious a covering, and 
the carnal mind takes root, in the ſanctuarn 
of God. However. true religion is ſtill pure 
and undefiled. It abhors ſuch mixtures as | 
pride and carnality would pour into it. Every 
imagination wuſt be brought low every ſelfiſh 
humour- muſt, 2 en we can 
put on the 1 Ne N e 
ris kn e wt £5 115 
8 Whilſt the ſelß- will of e art 
ſpoils their, religious duties, the profaneneds of 
others will not- allow them jo practice them 
at all. It was a thing unknown, in former 
ages, that any ſhould. call. themſelves. of the 
church of Chriſt, yet refuſe to join in her 
public worſhip, or humble themſelves before 
her altars. But ſince the loſs of religious dif- 
 cipline, the form of godlineſs is likewiſe loſt 
amongſt us. The honourable and noble, 
having thrown off the reſtraints of religion, 
ſeldom make their appearance in our churches, 
Their ſervants and dependants follow) their 
example, and vaſt numbers of others the 
loweſt: of the people. Nor is*this/impiety 
re, Se W 
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and wwe tuſt go far diſtant from lence; befgye 
we meet with the abodes of humble plety and 
rural # devotion,” But wherever the cüſtem 
becomes habitual ; the" people” nevellarity hof 
dat reveretice for God, which is the 
barrier agtinft ante ers x finiquity:"- 
40 £276 39165 -H DH 31 ibainobauabrr 
The foregoing fitis — 
In great meaſure, to have cceafiened'the Ben- 
der connexion there is between the miniſtet 
and people, in our large pariſhes; hieb, in 
its Man ac np ome hes | ive” them their 


' Hiſhed;; che rights and duties of hoſpitality are 
diſregarded ;' and an eftrangement takes place 
between thoſe, merely for want of knowing 
each other, ente ot pipe 3 bythe 
| Cry ror, ede A inte des 
Fe 16 moot 307 nite 

My bude 1 er abe expatiate 
upon many other grievous fins, which abound 
amongſt us, as the great prevalence of 1elfiſh 
and-diſhoneſt principles; the open toleration 


poor; the rudeneſs and infalenceof our ſtreets} 
che 6G rout 
increaſe 


of lewdneſs; the oaths and drunketineſs:of the 


inereaſe of gaming in the middling ranks of 
men; und/ the various forms af libertiniſm 
amongſt both high and low, Which are ſo 
conſpicuous in this metropolis. But 1 for- 
bear, not for fear I ſhould draw à picture 
beyond. the life, but leſt the time ſhould fail, 
were I to attempt OY de in 
Err no 9s: 
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\ However, I can bet A ee chat 
though gor anmugtibns are great, they are not 
unixexſal. There are ſtill, bleſſed be God! 
many amongſt. us; that folow nat a multitude 
to do evil, but are influenced, by the pureſt 
prineiples of faith and virtue. And ſuch is 
the: glorious efficacy of the goſpel of 'Chriſt, ” 
— EMEA 9 4 tow ach- 
| this-veryeity, Fam perfuaded,. can. vealt ut 
tbouſands of ſmcere and pious Chriſtians, 
Theſe are they, who by their example, and 
— 2 ——— eee ig . „ 
total! diſſolution.” Re 3 bw * * 1. 5 
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of your danger. For want of this, you re 


return to modeſty and ſobermindedneſe ; but 


give the full ſwing to their cotruptions, and 
eme den en- bee een 


„enn willing to conduct you in the path 


armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand 
in theſe evil days, againſt the legions that 


you) but that yon be armed againſt the temp 
tations, With which ybu are ſurrounded. n 
order to this / your itt ſtep is too be ſenſible 


expoſed to tomptatiou w hilſt y ou are without 
ſtrength to reſiſt it. Vou are blinded by 


faſhion, or ſeduced by evil company, or you 
take your opinions and your practices, from 
the maxims of the world; till, at length, you 
fall into the ſnare of the devil. Alas ! what 
vaſt numbers are there, that leave the ſimpli- 


"tity of their! native homes, never morei to 


truſt not every ere for — right; 
but chuſe the company, and follow the advice 
of thoſe, who, led by the chriſtian ſpirit them · 


of duty, which is the only patli of ſecurity. 
Particularly, uſe the means of grace, which 

are open before you. Be diſigent in hearing, 
in reading, in praying; and put on the whole = 


ſurrbund you. If ye go forth in the ſtrenugtn 
of God, you will nnn "nh 
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thar are not built pDn the Toundstiun, Which 


not in the power of men, paſt ages, and future 
worlds: 0 grant a tbleratioh for one ſuiful 


practioroꝰ What then i your depehdenceit 


your ſtreugtih abt number ivo own 4 


oßtnsch ofbpourſelyes? * If there be vt 
ama you, tharibeatcth gall'antbwormwoodj = 


and it vom to paſs, when hehearaththeiwords 


vilthis corſeſj that be bleſs himſelf in his heart: 
_ andfay;}Þſhatl hurt peace though walk in 
_themmaigmation, of my heart then tie Ed 


wilt not ſpare him but than the angerafithe 


| Lordpand<hiv:jeqtouly, (hall finoke!ayinſt = 


that! man, Aid AI the curſes that ar π] fte 
in thbiicbook:ſhall-liowpon: him, andigkisdyord © 
ſhall blovout his: name from unde: heaven 
Fave qui then, no dupendence e 
dow / yντ arne and! perfil n Knjwr in 


rebellion.» Should ydu Min perfiſt an- % MW 
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Prevailing Iniguities. 191 
* from beaven. Jonah grieved, becauſe 


Wes 6< + tw gh byt, the Re- 
putty Will fejoice, 'w bn d return 


iug penitents; and he will not only preſerve 
them from ruin, but anfeſt his love in their 
ſalvation. This love, i now/catts you to ace. 
cept; and he {till diſplays it. by all the ſtrongeſt 
proofs, and moſt endearing tokens; by his 
life, and death, and reſtoration to life; by his 
eternal prieſth66d, add-bleffed'ſpirit, By all 
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3 HAME. i is a paſſion; jeaglanted-in nba 
nature, whereby men dread diſgrace, on 

9 of ſome defect. It was firſt intro- 

duced on the fall of man, When he loſt bis 

primitive innocence, and. became a prey to 

violent luſts and paſſions. But as it takes its 

riſe from our infirmities, ſo it ĩs wiſely adapted 


to our imperfect condition, . and neceſſary to 


. reſtrain, the exorbitancy of vicious men. It 
alſo: guards the chriſtian in his progreſs, and. 
| N his virtue. Laing ehe cißt of _— 

— 5 it 


Vea caſt off. 193 
it <onſpires with grace, to which it becornes | 
| an ornament; whilſt it mai aintains the decorum 
of the chien character. The ſoul _ is thus 
prepared for the reception of the divine ſpirit, 
and abhors the inſtruction of arly abominable 
0 rival, ſo that its” poſſeſſor $7: os fin, not. 
only as contrary to the perſections of God, 
but the 2 of his we” nature, Wes a 
* Nevenheleſ, cen Les many, y. Who are in 
a great nlealute diveſted of the impfefft ions 
bf ſhatne, * Such are thoſe the Prophet men- 
tions in the text ; and fuch, are many wong 
us, who, though they profeſs the, chriſti ah 
name, have deadened the moſt feeling part of 
their ſouls.” Impatient of the leaſt cher of 
any reluctant principle within them, they 
become Heroes in iniquity, and fight the bat- 
tles of Satan with determined courage. Shame 
being worn off, the next gradation is to deny 
the difference between good and evil; ſo that 


they ſcorn to make apology for a faſhionable 1 5 


fin, or bluſh for crimes they openly commit. 
Though"vice be an odious thing, they will 
adorn it With as ſpecious colours as they can, 
and even contend for its "dignity and worth: 
They ſcruple not to wear its livery,” as if they 
were afraid men ſhould be ignorant to whom 

Vor. II. 0 e they 

; | . 
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194 Shame caſt d. 
they beloz * Therefare, as the Apoſtle fa, 
they glory in their ſhame ;” and the Pro» 
phet Ezekiel, « the ſhew of their Ae 
doth. witneſs againſt them, they, roclaim their 
ſin as Sodom, they hide it not.“ "They wall 
perhaps tell you in their. moments of. diſſipa- 
tion, how many unhappy women te I baye 
tempted, debauched, and ruined ; ; how many 
of their companions they have laughed out of 
the fear of God, and made ptoſelytes to the 
me way, of thiking. and acting with them. 
ſelves; 3 how, often they have drunk to ex 
ſo as to fink them beneath brutality 15 l 


T4645 


The. faculties of, their minds bei 8 - 
orted, their epjoyments and purſuits = 
ef the diſeaſe of- their corrupted. hearts, 
| Checked therefore by nothing but the fear of 

preſent puniſhment, and not always by, that, 
they commit all uncleauneſs with, groedineſs, 
The fruit will be agreeable to the, degenerate 
ſtock that bears it; ſweet to —_ but- 
lee ta dhe fouls hoy * 4 ao" yu" ry 


2 r 
77 irt rl * 61 7 Fe? 0 * 


In order to WAH oc an exormous degres | 
K Gn, L ſhall conſider, firſt, whengs it is that - 
men ad off ſhame, and become impudent in 

$94. Kcondly, the, malignity and guilt of in- 
| Badent ſinners; and, thirdly, 8 
Lad 3 e 


"> 


Shame colt off - gs 
which. await them Adee vaſitition: of 
| | Gods ©! erte u Tala ci n ann 
e , eee es iin gu 
And, fil, ad itiated in 
this ſchool ſttangers from their infancy to a 
modeſt demeanor, they experience: no other 
grotytii than in vice and wickedneſs. Tha 


improve it by u profligate education: yn» 
the diſhonout of: ſin g abaridonect thetwfetves) 
theyapphud,/n their offpting. the dam dege- 
nrracy with their on. A: prepoſſeſſiom io 
arce (take; any othef tinſture, but having 


80 that atm preſent they will deſpiſt reproof, 
aua vuhen they are grown-up, are propeirud 
fo any |belehels- o:Ehusrfthame}is carly don 
ted oog end; and) indeed. alobſt every 
vuuthi ] ert in our ſtracta d uαlls usr 
effect that ho ãs tom old to entertain for chats 


Snghridhivwietsnioniyy doffremaned z ta 


Bot althougbr one feabla inſtructions ſhould = 


br 1 


: 


eafly:loſt-the-bluth of modeſty, ivilbgradually 
receive the ſtain of a deeper and blacked hu 


1 Hi od) [is Ho gololin gil 


ber given td their offspring byoparents nb; 
quite e 3 b e 


196 Shame cu j. 
to arm them againſt the company of profligite 
men. Many an unhappy youth, bred up in 
no ſtri ſenſe of duty, by aſſociating with the 
diſſolute, quickly difplays the lurking: cor- 
ruptions:of his heart. At firſt, perhaps, he 
recoils at thoſe fins, to Which he has hitherto 
deen a ſtranger: but when he ſqes others 
commit them without reſtraint, the checks 
of modeſty ſoon wear off, and he becomes a 
diffeient creature in appearauce, from what 
he Wust before. His manners, his lenguage, 
his ſentiments of things, he takes from his 
companions. He brings not then his conduct 
to the teſt of duty and decoruiny but the 
faſhion of the times. Hence it: is, that the 
more generally men run into vicious courſes} 
impude nocli propprtion flouriſhes” and tria 
vmphs. VUrimes receive a ſanction fromthe 
tnukitude and criminals protection from tar 
numbers Lemes they O goubioed and % 
the world Having no ſteady principlesto guide 
mem, aridbpbſervany tho influence of v in 
large and papulous cities) berome talntad Willy 


the infection of all the ill examples 
| with. e eee — e 16 nou | 


oy ——ů— Boers e 
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dad modeſty and good manners quite Out of 
ſaſhion; they quickly therefore! ſhake them 
off, as au antiquated garment, that they may 
appear like their neighbours, and add to the 
number of the bold and the licentious. Vice 
makes ſwift advances in minds ſo weak and 
pliable as theirs, till at length they are ſo 
far from being aſhamed of what they ought, 
that ley are N en of ras er 

Scr NK 
Another means, GI men : eaſt off 
— by cuſtom in ſinning. Satan, when he 
cannot ſucceed by attacks from without, 
ſeoretly works within the ſoul, and makes uſe 


to accompliſhed iniquity. The power of 
habit is great in every faculty and affection, 
both of body and ſoul. It is the ſame in ſin- 
ful indulgences. One ſin makes way for the 

commiſſion of another; the appetite is height- 


oned, till at length the man tomes to ſwallow = 


down iniquity like water, and devour with 
| ineſs the baits of the devil. He then 
becomes the ſervant of fin, and his conſcience” 
loſes its former ſenſibility and power., This 
will make him endeavour to ſhakb f the 
uneaſineſs ariing from ſhame, that His o 
- . OFar O : hs ns 


[ 


us. eee I 
gueſ} oven eligion. an goa! amel cy be 
compleat. His reſolution! will increafe, ushe 
* advances in guile, ſo that at length he will 

{er n to emhitter the debcious: poiſpn writh 
any timid teptoaches of modeſty. i A-difre- 
 gard ſor worldly .opinzon-wall-fucceed; and a 
G ao wich RO 
SHER ot! yur I FAO: 

But the haves eee e 
the various degrees of iniquity, till he arrives 
pt its full RO Great and enormous 
upon r. Agende . ina. 
Wben 2 man is conquered by ſome fierce 
temptation, his glory departs, his Nrefigth | 
and courage are immediately difarmed. Whiiſt 
the faces of others gradually gather blaekneſd, 
be becomes an æthiopian as it were in win 
inſtant. Whilſt ether fins heu- the weakieſs 
of his nature, theſe ſhew his malignity. 
Againſt the former, conſcience reluftates; the 
ang} receives. a tincture of the diabehcab na- 
ture. The greateſt ſinners, indeed; hau ren 
reſcued, rencwed, and pardonedstr But I am 
nat Speaking! af the natural 3 
nnn When 22 itſelf is 


Tour hy 


Sy Ks. 55 
oy efimption, When the tot or; agen ity | 

„and the forehead is ſtceled by the y ” 
wry o ts gh * 


ay FP bs. 4 
44 „l 


| Whiotedow | is obe 6 theſe fins ag aga 0 chat 


that nada St. Paul obſerves, 60 1585 ; fin that 
a man doth is without the body, bat he Sir 


TT AG 4 


committeth fornication ſinneth againſt kis ow 
body.“ When a man has expelled Mn 
where it was deepeſt rooted, what remains for 
bim to be aſhamed of ? What is left to 
reſtrain the whoremonger from defili ing the 
marriage bed, or to keep him from every er 
ſpecies of lewdneſs and abomination ?. What 
is there to turn him from perſiſting in his evil 
courſes, (unleſs timely awakened by God him- 
felf, ) til he is viſited by death and judgment? 
Eecleſ. xxiii. 16, 17. A fornicator in the 
body of his fleſh, will never ceaſe, till he bath 
Kindled a fire. All bread is ſweet to a whore- 
we nl he wilt hot leave off till be die.” 


| Rae at banners is another of theſe 2 ns. 
| Ir t 15 not liable to the c coercion of buman laws: 
"3% An Wr | 0 4 | 1 


4 


200 Shone c caf ”"Þ wo 
and the offender-claims his privilege as a right 
belonging to a freeborn ſubje&. | Under this 
privilege he accuſes, he reproaches, he reviles, 
He forgets himſelf, his place, his ſtation, his 
God. But he loſes no character far this, and 
he acknowled ges no offence : he eſteems bis 
own conduct to be matter of boaſtipg, rather - 
than of confeſſion. Sometimes, he puts on a 
religious form; and under this cloke, his 
effrontery gains tenfold ſtrength. Every bath. 
ful quality of bis nature is immediately ba- 
niſhed, and his very humility is converted 
into ſpiritual pride. Armed with this, ſhield, ; 
reaſon and reproof make no impreſſion upon, 
him ; his inſolent manners will only be re- 
claimed, when he ſtands a convicted . 
before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. | 
Asche of theſe ſins i is common RET? 

When a man, without temptation, proclaim 

his own impiety, can there be a ſtronger proc 

that timidity dwells not with him ? 8 
ingly, who 1 is there that bluſhes at an oath ? 5 
The ſame impiety that brings it upon his 
tongue, influences his whole demeanor. KR 
is not poſſible, therefore, till be learns to 
tremble before his God, that . e of 
his nature 281 be reſtored.” 


* } 
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«a n 57 
Th Secondly; there will be little decaſion „ 
dwell upon the guilt of a ſhameleſs diſpoſi- 
tion, ſince this repreſentation. of its — 
makes it very conſpicuous. It may however 
be obſerved, that the debt to the law of G 
is hereby greatly enlarged, and the penalties 
of juſtice increaſed in their ſeverity, Every, 
ſin, ſets a man at enmity with bis Maker; 
| when therefore not content with the ordinary 
corruption of. his nature, he. becomes i impu= 
dent in fin, his guilt riſes in proportion t to his 
crimes. | For he giyes the full ſwing to bis 
appetites, and, like a gameſter undone, cares 
not how. he encreaſes the ſcore, If God, 
: then, hates the ſmalleſt fin, with what indig- 
nation muſt he behold the aggrayations of it? 
If the very infirmity of our nature requires 
an atonement, through the blood of Chriſt, _ 
where ſhall theſe ſinners appear, who . 
deſpight to his love ? They do hot, indeed, 
e Judas and other hypocrites, betray 4 
with a kiſs; but, like the profane and clamor- 
ous multitude, « © they crucify 5 e 
put him to an N ſhame.” . 


v * #3 
; . # 
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Ver is the i iniquity * the nn 10 con- 
fined, as to burt only themſelyes. They are 
e to ſociety, and enemies to every 
WARP They 8 the wee. 


virgin innocence, ths HR Men 
of the toaring Hoh. Being reſolved to gratify 
their paſſions, at the expente of decency, they 
convert bleffings. and privileges into a curſe. 
It; i fear alone, that cheeks their mad career. 


SS 7 +> £7 £ 


their 0 5 or prevent the crying ri6o-dey 


fins, . the undlulding immoralities, that out- 
face the ſun. Their very example, then, is 
Uke a plague, and they Vene in ſpreading 
it. Here then is guilt, complicated in its 
nature, and deſtructive in its end. A man is 
| loaded, not only with his own critnes, but the 
ruin of his fellow-creatures. He is convicted, 
not only of rebelling bimfelf againſt his Maker, 
but of oppoling his Fightedgs 17% gm 6 


ety. + 


But, thirdly, an n extrabiilary gun like this, 
muſt have' a proportionable þ pur niſhment. This 
18 agreeable to the juſtice 'of God's mara 
government, that Gr 1 will find out the firmer; 
and that whatever be the degree of his dep ra- 
vity, ſuch alſo will be the ſeverity i of his tor- 
ment. Many intimations of this are given in 
the word of God; His terrors are dif; played 
in the mot awful ling e, And the Beinouſ- 
net of that guilt: againff' which” chey ate 
directed, makes it impoſſible they Ps be 
| OE] FORE {What *#48Tit” then; 


that 


5 Saw f 263 
that! the! iuwor's confrience Meld not be 
ofsQed with them, that be thinks not of his 
departure hence, or thinks of it only to adhere 
more cloſely to this epicurean maxim, let 
us eat and drink, for to morrow we die ? 
Though juſtice be delayed, there is a time of 
viſitation for him, which he knows not of; 
there is a day of reckoning, which cloſes the 
tad account, unt wan nner er 


i 01, mengen ene T2 
de 
* 6 . * 4 1 
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he We "indeed;” of Mahal 9 


Katiry: is ſometimes extorted from God in 
|; this life, to maintain a ſenſe of hls being and 


order and egen; of his government. 
Henke," che Almighty brought a general 
ruin upon the old world, by the waters of 4 
deluge, aa ehe Hal corrupted his way. 
Henee, Sodom and Gomiorrah are made the 
monuments ef hie difpteaſore” to ſuccesniaggg 
| generations, ſoffering the vengealice of 'eter- 
nat fite; Hence, many are cut off; amidſt the 
fins and follies of their youth, hilft they are 
dreaming of many Joyful days, ant op 0 
eee golden harveff. ; \ndeed, 
"he judgment of the incorrigible is deferred; 
"mn * chat they may fill up the meiſtire of 
ile their 


24 See 
their iniquities, and give | occaſion to a more 
awful diſplay, of divine juſtice. Then men, 
though deaf to the warnings of God. muſt bt 
hear the rad, and who hath appoiuted/ it; . 
and the ſur vi vors learn to dread his diſpleaſure, 
and ſeek. that refuge, which is provided in the 
lent * nn Nh. mid 406 nente 
5 nien IV it te 2s 251. 
it - Should not theſe judgments, avail, ſhould 
men continue impenitent to the rave, there 
is a further viſitation waits them, in that 
Jaſt tremendous: day, when God will render 
vengeance, to his adverſaries, Conſeienos 
then will not be dumb: they will ſee the. 
' ſhame of lip. in all its horrors 3 nor will their 
eyes be any longer cloſed to their own defor- 
mity. Heaven and earth ſhall witneſs theit 
coufuſion, and add to their diſmay. They 
ſhall riſe to averlaſting contempt... Whilſt 
they will behold the glorious King crown the 
faints with honour, they will be driven from 
his preſence to dwell with Satan and his 
angels. Go, then, 0 ſinners, make à mock 
at fin; turn your glory into ſhame; be aſhamed. 
of your real glory. Rejoice in the, preſent; 
hour; the time is ſhort ;, the next moment. 
may bring you to lamentation, and mourning 
* Wo. Does not the poſſibility. af thise 
alarm 


* | 


- 
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Shane caſt uf. 200 
alarm you? How much möre, then, ought | 
it to rouſe y when God Hitnſelf has de- 
clared'it to be your ane bot 
f KL d 50 7 [20011197 21 1lzw oft * 10 

Since, then, tlie ed f theſs Side 18 0 
deplorable,” let us, my brethren, receive in- 
ryRibn, Lt us dear betimes t6 cheriſh 
every modeſt propenſity of our nature, ſince 
Kit be onde hoſt, it chnniot eaſily be rettieved. 

Our ſtrength is departed from us: we ſhatrie 
our nature, fallen as it is, and may juſtly look _ 
on the brutes as our ſuperiors. Let us be 
ſtudious to maintain a true ſenſibility of con- 
ſcience; that we may beware of ſecret poiſon, 
as well as be armed againft open enemies. 
We are called to inward dignity and real 
virtue. We are called to the improvement 
of our nature, to receive the beſt gifts .of 
God ; that our bodies ſhould be the temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and our fouls fitted to enter- 
tain the bleſt inhabitant. We are called to 
de the ſons of God, through Chriſt; and to 
receive the ſeal of our adoption, through his 
atonement. Oh, let us then not only be 
afraid of complete degeneracy, but jealous of 
the ſmalleſt fin, that may make us unfit for 
the privileges of our calling, and impede our 
| 1 * prize. And, oh, that 
Ane ; | fn 
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6 Shone eat of 


2 af whatever quality or degree, may n 
iſe up in judgment againſt vs! Ma the great 
1 of foul plead and make interceſſion 
for us! May he waſh us through his blood, 


and ſandify us. by his grace;; thet we may be 
at length prepared for theſe 'manfong,” which 
dere eee usb 


Bait 1011-100 10 1111540 q abo nod 
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fakes with le, Fatherj) and. the. Holy 
G96, let us aſcriby; all paid and: beneditteny 
mm and for cuenmare. 1 oY Halli 5790 10 
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2 U gh * * - (+2 en 
. > thy creator in the UTE oft thy | 
« youth; white, the 7282 or come, nat, - 
19 5 gear, draw nigh, when Hon s ſhalt Jay, 
Ae na pleaſure in 5 . ee 


p it poſiible. that, mag ſhould ever forget 

bis creator.? Mas he not mary memorials 
before him, which, coptinually ptochim his 
goodneſs; and almighty power ?_ Notwith- 


ograteful 
"manifeſtations * WH 
his word and 'works, live. I, in His 
gination, and then vaniſh from his mind, like 
e of a dream. We fee this 
| in 


208 25 Pia. 
in every ſtage of his exiſtence, and behold 
even old a ; that Hat not yet paſſed the in- 
fancy of ligion; unhappy old age, without 
one pleaſing remembrance of God, or any 
glympſe of a ſaving faith in Chriſt, to enliven 
his drooping years with the proſpect of eternal 


Let us hear, then, the advice of the 
royal preacher, l Remember how thy creator | 
in the * of thy youth; While the evil days 
come not, nor the years | draw high, when 
thou ſhalt ſay, Ihe no pleaſure in them.“ 
By remetmbrauce of out cteator, amongſt 
Chriſtians, is meant, a lively ſefiſe of God, 
manifeſted to us in the new covenant of 
grace and | metcy, which, dpelling in * 
; memory, pervades dur ' fouls, "purifies the 
feQtions, and enables us to bring forth the gel 
nuine fruits of piety and virtue. It wilt bes 
the buſiuels of this diſcoutſe to ſhew vou the 
expedincy' of beginning this work betimes, 
we in earth youth; ; atid alfo the melaticholy 
| nconveniencies of defettlng it, tin the years ; 
4225 uit, when we ſhall tay, oe 75 have be 
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Early. Pi. 209 
| Fluſt. les vs ehſider, that our faculties 
are then fitted for | religious improvement. 
Strong, flouriſhing, and undecayed, they are 
adapted to receive the nobleſt impreſſions. 
The underſtanding is, then, moſt capable of 
inſtruction; it daily graſps after knowledge, 
and ſeeks for the aſſiſtance of ſome friendly 
hand ta direct it. What, but religion, can 
chat of Gad, is worthy ta engage the atten- 
tion, fill the memory, and exalt the mind? - 
When, then, we exhort young perſons to ro- 
ligen, what is id, but ſaying, that the firſt,” 
and beſt years, ſfould be dedicated to the beſt 
purſuits; and that we ſhauld:then contend for; 
the: higheſt perfoctions, when they are mot 
capable: of nee eee a 
natures ? ibi! d 28815 "36521 Gel ad. 


roi din 1c ROY notiq rg: 
„Aha in alto d rn, am che cal „of gra- 
tüude, God requires a property in thoſ, 2 
they are his giſt. Whatever faculty ven haue 
from nature which makes us ſuperiot ta the 
—— ———— — 
and prepared, for an offering to himſelf. The 
firſt fruits, therefore, both af nature ind e 
grace, caſt be conſoersted to the daner. 
— 9 
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mo Dar Riege. 
proves the divine talent, and returns the beſt 
ſervices he is able; as an humble, ee un- 
worthys teſtimony of his men | paar 
£0 t bn 96 a ; ; 
However: dhe effolts. will 7 w juſtify 
the choice of the young convert, and repre- 
ſeut his character ag truly amiable. It is an 
argument af great fincerity, and true zeal for 
religion, when à man's meridian days are de- 
_ digated d God. Behold hirn, in the midſt of 
alluring temptation ; it robs him not of. his 
ſtrength and inward glory. When health, 
and youth, promiſe him many years of e- 
joyment, he wiſaly conſiders the golden op- 
er rer e it. Being to build 
for eternity, he lays à foundation on the 
rock of ages. Khowing guilt and miſery to 
be the ſame, he welcomes the tidings of re- 


demption. He turns not grace into wanton- 
neſs; be exalts not himſelf above others but 


joins humility, and ſober-mindedneſs,'to every 
duty he performs; ſhewing, in every part of 
his conduct, the ſuperiority of true religion 
over the pretenſions of vain and raw enthu- 
ſaſts. As he grows in length of years, he 
increaſes in power from on high, and preſſes 
towards the prize of his high calling, with 
ee, Thus carly tranſplanted, | 
it; 4 3 
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da busen dings td. garden of his God, 
his branches are the branches of honour and 
gtabe. He is planted by the rivers of waters, 
and bringeth forth bis fruit in due ſeaſon 3; 
his leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſoever 
he doeth, it ſhalfproſper. How beautiful is this 
example, and hbw worthy of imitation! and 
however the lewd and diſſolute children of 
folly thay deride one, Who ſo eminently excels 
them, the wiſe und virtuous will admire him: 
| angels will applaud him; and the Redeemer 
Will bebeld, with complacency, the fruits of 
0 his dun en (ie See 155 113 01 20 1 
24 78 1 * 47 bfu Hines 
03 gs e ſhould the calls of divine. 
grace be neglected in youth, how feeble are 
other” reftraitits' to ſtop the careet of ſin? 
Urged on by impetuofity of paſſion; che in- 
experienced victim ſets no bounds to vice and 
vitiated pleaſure. 80 that the young in years, 
forſaking the covenant of their God, quickly 
become old in wickedneſs, and before they 
have lived out half their days, ripened into a 
corruption, which defies the power of heal- 
ing. Inſenũble of the great end that lies be- 
furs: cee they endeavour to counterbalance 
the'lofs'of a  good*comicience by the indul- 
eren 6f their luſts, and if they can enjoy the 
LET 1900 N 2 : . preſent 
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preſent, hour, ;they.,aſk/ no * 
not the mighty woe that cloſes, this ſcene f 
vanity. Nay, they eyen glory in this w retehed 
prerogative aboye the aged, that they are ableto. 
coramit iniquity with better reliſh, and de- 
ſtroy themſelves with. a more plcaſing ruin. 
Moreover, in this ſoil, preſumptuous figs take, 
root and flouriſh; the xeſtFaints of ſhame are 
quiekly worn off, and What they; want in real 
worth, they will, endeavour. to. ſupply; by aſ- 
ſuming a charecter, which is not their own, :. 
So that: inſtead- of that modeſſys which, is 
ſuitable to their age, they begome heady, 
highminded, and deſpiſers of thoſe that are 
end., Jaſoleneg, in inferior life, and arro- 
$ance, in, ſuperior, will give the true cha- 
mcder of their reſpective features. , Uohappy 
men, to appear upon the ſtage of life only to 
thew. that they reject the divine bleſſings, and 
pervert, the gifts of, God into ame 5 
dure accompliſhed Were! 1 
Hs 3 610d. tus. Nb a: dio mor 
endet f br bse be dhe . | 
a8, 2. contentign. againſt ſin, the faouer, it 
begins, the greater proſpect there id gf victory 
and ſueceſs. The mind, in carly, youth,, 
being unpractiſed in inveterate cuſtagiss, when 
1. bens the divine calls, hope, vigour, 


ans. 210 * 6 counnges 


f 52 1 1 
_ Earl Piat. 273 
courdge,” and ieſolution, will be afl employed 
in the conteſt. The glorious liberty af dhe 
children of God, and the rewards allotted 
tler wal then meke the moſt ardudub toll 
4 ſupportable; and the power of corruption being 
once» ſubdued, religion will gradually be 
formed into a gracious habit; · her ways will 
de ways of pleafantnefs, wid all her/paths i 
be peice No levity of ſpitit, '6r'confalion , = 
of thought, which are the only happineſs of 
the voluptuous” and the gay, will be able to 
deſtroy the ſorenity o the mind, thus tabley 
and grounded in divine 10%. 80 early an 
acquaintance with God: will gros / up to a 
moth Yelightful communion! with him, and 
derive; upon the Chriſtian, the conſtanit in- 
Mence of his grate. Increaſing in lengih df 
days, he will” become more fruitful in all 
virtue; and as his body is weaketigd by in- 
firenities, bis fbul Will renew its ſtrength 
aw eagle. O happy and glorious old age, chat 
cati ay, wat the elfe of all; I have fought 
good fight / L have finiſhed my courſe 7 1 
have krpt the fuith; henceforth there is taid 
up! for nbe a crown'of rightebuſueſt !“ Ie ig 
this which makes his evening brightsr than 
his rilieg fun, Wält eee 1 
brings bim nearer to his eternal ſpring. 
130 Mi : P 3 Tue 
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an - Bark Ping 
bo? The-leflbn Thave been inouiciting, reveives | 
additional force from the ſhortneſs of buman 
fe. The life of man bag been aften ton · 
pared to a pilgrimage youth is almoſt the 
beginning of our journey. But ho, except the 
moſt chou ghtleſs traveller] woyld loiter at the 
firſt ſetting out! It proves chat our hearts are 
not intent upon our baue that we are 
. neither aware af the dangers we arg to en 
| counter, nor gvarded: againſt them. The 
ſcenes: ate now chesutiful around us, and 
gilded by the glorious ſun: but ſtorms may 
ſeon'1ariſe,” and beat, upon ohr deſonceleſs 
heads; or the dark ſhades of night may come, 
and leave us upon the :rhowling wilderneſs. 
Werthould, therefore; provides betimes,/1and 
labdur, While We can, for 286 the night » 
cometh: when no man can-wotk.” - Did our 
golden age always laſt, we-might be as profuſe 
and laviſh as e pleaſe. But, though werineſt, 
time flies very ſwiftly nor cati we ſo far for 
get our buſineſs, and ourſelves; as not quickly 
to ſind it has been before · hard with us. So 
that bur only alternative is this, either to en- 
joy the preſent hour, and then bid adieu-to | 
joy, or be content to wait till we receive dur 


. | appointed prize | from has urs God, i 
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Need d after this, put you in mind af the 
uncertainty of life ? Perhaps, the youth! is re 
ſolved for God. To day fils him with con- 
fuſion” and remorſe. To- morrow, or the day 
witer. he cl ceturn/to. his father's ame. 
told um cher ho fhal ſee —— Death, 
4s if he would ſhow his-power:to unthinking 
men, often ſeizes upon thef young without a 
warning. Whilſt he ſpares the wWithering and 
decrepit. This very day, he may;thrdw!his 
thinks even to- day's repentange may come too 
late ſo that he lived yeſterday» Indeed. 
God has. hidden the day of our death from us, 
an purpoſe that we ſhould not conſide in 
| future promiles z ſo that when the young a 
| ſtrong die in their iniquity, they; may! have 
ſince they refuſed the? ſalvation, Which was 
bappineſs, by preſuming on the undertain 
iſſues of ſuturit ... rt 972, 
wel) n Hes aviaioruisy b vil-gacl sus 
But, I proceed, ſecandly, to ſhew, that al- 
yet, that old age is attended with many in · 


donveniencies for firſt beginning the aner- | 
tant 
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© mimhory"that e repente# long ago, und 1 


s aa 
tant buſineſs of religion. -/Infirmitick &f-body 
depreſs the ſoul, and render t both ſotbie and 
irrefolinte; The bigeur of lift kbatedpahd = 

all ſanguine expectations are greatiy weakened, . 
by:the experience'of former wiſappointmentss | 
The very buſineſs of the world'tequires-apti- 
td&& and ſpirit; nor are levalide fitted: ts! bear 
the heat! of the bartle“ Wien am old finer + 
is !exfiontet to ſtrive and to repent, he re- 


Rill che ſame. The poor man is diſpirited 
with chls reflexionh, and tutns away* to lis 
wWonted purfuits. Nature, indeed, intinstes: 

that age ſhbult take a final leave of! ſenſual 
end worldly pratificitions, Face it-makes'away 
the power of ehjoying thern. The very taſte 
bf pleaſire is almoſt gone, though the defire 
way ſtill cominue. There is nothing, meu; 
8 but religion leſt for ſappert d contforti. 
But, oh whither is it fled?-—beyond the reach 
of:dreoping; faculties; and, without: ah {extras = 
ordimuy« moaſugg- of God's grace, gone for | 
ever, Accordingly, we ſer many, Who 
have long lived to themſelves, and to the 
world, yer, to long as the: ir 0 
inge of death told HH axvtiite, Soetn te be bot 
_ 5 and 
(14 9413 Jan a Arn 20% 2 cher 
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But, although the faculties in old age were 
ever fivong and lively,” yet time eh. out 
apace, and death itſcif canhot be far off. 
Suppe, then, the und of an old aud dying 
firmer filled with vehement -apprehogfions of 
e come, and earheſt defires f pe- 
nietes; yet, how muſt ho be ſtraſtened: for 
want of time to accottipliſh and falfil:thens ? 

A ſecret: ſuſpicion of the fn rey of his 1b 
ments him, becauſe his beſt days haue been 
doonſumecd in'difobedience and been. In 
anguifh)iof ſpirit. Ob chat 1 Was at in 
monks paſt, as in —— bees 
head, . when, by bis lige, Þ walked 
through Garkneſs; 5 I was in the days ef my 
youth?” - Bot tune, onde paſt, mocks the 
joudeſt edtelatnatiene, and all his work is d 
be done in the hrt: ſpuet That is beft hm 
The fear of inſtantwdeath+completes his mi- 
— before * and 


Zaun | gives 
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| glow Aim uo repoſee,oMays.chopsinſelfuabe 

laſt ſweet cornfort that ſhould 1 

forſakes the worn out departing ſinner. 
_ 2199 g bio ut D ai (doodle: bo 
Hs the time loft him fon tepantance is 
wort, through his om improvidengs, the 
Work, he has to do, is great and diffienlt. c- 
is greatee ſot his eternitq is at ſtakst Ever: 
laſting woe is to be av eds eterval happinoſs 
isito obe won. This cannot be dope; without 
| the-rentwal of his nature, Which: is Gfficult 
on adcount-of:the decditfylnels-of ſin, aud the 
1 power f (evil habits. That muſt however 
bo ſeradicated. andi the fruits of the ſpirit, 

_ gentleiicls,> gaod ng faith, ether fh 
planted / i cheirſiſtead. But muſt thengthe 
_ #thiopian- change his ikin, and, the deopard = 
| bis as J. Mu the worklling\ forego the 
truit of. alꝭ his Jabours ) and. the cou man 
tear his heart away from that; galds wherein 
he placed his{only: confidence? ? Grie vue 
' taſk} and improbable, that a dying hour ſhould 
give entrauos to the voice of wiſdom, which 
through a long life had been rejected] · and that 
the obdurate heart ſhould ferb at length what 
ccald never pevetenteſit: before l. The truth 
is, eval -habits:/ extinguiſhed but 
with. Kfe! itſelf. When a wan. boceipenthn 

: younger 
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| younger. years/ 26, vice, lt is juſt: lac; Gn 
would give up him to His on lüſts, and 
ſuffer him to follow; his o-Ww˖n imaginations. 
Nevertheleſa, dangerous as this caſe id, let no 
man-deſptirguif he is ſtilb able and willing to 
repent: . The hazard old ſinners run is inf: 
nitely great; the choice they have made, infi- 
nitely fooliſh; yet while there is life, x door 
of hope may be opened even for! them, if 
God . a-miracle'of 
. oert A cob zac, ba HOI 1 
SiO ted rae gy.- | 
rene 51 ſhalt conclude | with An ex 
| wa Arte to tlie young and icareleſs, 
that they would become early pruſelytes v0 
divine grace; and, ſecondly, to the old, who 
have ſpent their days in fin, that they would 
at: leugth procure oil in their lamps, before 
their glimmering taper be n 
r. 19 u 5 34 
1%, Bowod? biz : U n %, Of 162948 
4 And, ſirſt as for be Is now in your 
prime, e 93! you 2 | anro08 to be 
a. — — Whole life 
is no more than ſufficient to actcompliſta | 
But, alas, I ſhall - only ſpeak -unto the air, 
bg your impending 
dene | 1 
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nge lunl, nn. to Aber yunn be co 
fone. diſtant period Let mo uſł you,' then, 
my drethren, is titne at ytur beck?! Have 
ye — a coenant with years to: como? 
Or, can ye recal che years that are led away! 
Phe pfreſent opportunity therefore only is 
yours And when will ye begin, if not now? 
Fob < now is the aceapted time now is the 
ay of fal vation. But, the d world poſſeſſes 
you, and diſables yu from bearing the yoke 
of Chriſt. And what does the world git 
you ?—yanity, diſappointment, diſſatisfaction. 
| Ignoble fouls! to) make fuck a! choibe, and 
prefer it to ſubſtantial/riches i Chriſt hien 
ſelf is nw (offered toiyou; heaven; with-all 
its glories, lies before you. But vou ue heed- 
les, and regard it not: you view the; (prize, 
and paſs away. Foolih and uuwiſe i Should 
utxath rreſt i you in your opurſe, the conſe 
quences of the choice you make will .then 
appear to your utter ruin: and, though your 
blds dias been as ſhort as 2'tranſitxit yapour, 
of <a falling flower, you/ forfeit heaven 28 
ſurely, as if | you had grown old wn thetindul- 
genes of your / luſta, and the-praQtiee of ini 
quity. But though: you diue long and ſes 
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vanity ? Or, what. recompence is thedongeſt 
life ſpent in ſin, for; the! irretrievable lob. of 
your fouly? Why chen ill ye buy enperi- 
= at ſo dear. a rate,, when yet It ſhall, be 
unable to.profit yqu;? , Wx will ve pat, at 
this inſtant. we eee ce roxel 
inſtructor, and be wiſe? My fon, if n- 
ners entice thee, conſent. thou not; walk. not 
thou in the way with them, refrain thy foot 
from their paths, leſt thou give thine hangur 
unto. others, and thy years unto, the crnel; 
leſt ſtrangers be filled with thy ſubſtance, and 
thy labour be in the houſe of ſtrangers: and, 
thou mourn at the laſt, When thy fleſh and 
thy body are conſumed, and fy, How have 
I bated inſtruction, and deſpiſed reprogf,, and 
have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, or. 
ee eee Yu fend ae” . 


Secondly; 28 for you, who PDE Ee 
gray old. in the neglect of your, duty, let me 
beſeech you to be at length ſenſible of you 
folly. O ye tardy, are ye not aſhamed to be 
outſtripped by many, who are but of yeſter - 
e eee Ve haye ſpent 
indeed many days in the world, and yet, while, 
year, after; year has rolled. over you, time has, 


i were, gong back een to you to 
all 
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222 tay Play 
all good pirpoſes and attainments, and ye have 
lived only to quench ths divine ſpirit, and make 
your laſt end worls an your firſt. Which of 
you uld not co dem the folly of that Huſe 

bendinan, who'defers to ſow his ſeed, till the 
time when it ſhould have grown to a due ma- 
nifity'? aud who expoſes it to the inclemency 
C4 bold winter blaſts, When he might have 

Swen it the advantage of a milder ſeaſon? 
And yet yon yourſelves, who would be aſfiamed 
to commit ſuch an error, in the inferior con · 
cerns of life, act more fooliſhly, in the point 
| of your eternal welfare. Vdu madly put off 

repentance, till ye can live no — aud 
think that a' few broken ſighs, and dying 
reſolves, will be a ſufficient paſſport into futu- 
rity And though you have flept, or lived 


in ſin, all the ſpring of your life, perhaps you 
now dream of reaping the joys of an eternal 


| harveſt. At length, then, awake: awake ye 
that ſleep, and ariſe from the dead; and Chriſt 
ſhall give you light.” Hear the bridegroom's ' 
voice, and prepare oil in your lamps, that 
when ye knock at the door, it may be opened, 
before it be cloſed for ever. Cry migh- 
tily to that God, whom yon have offend- 
ed. Be inſtant in ſupplication and prayers, 
| night and day. Vour place i dlarming, be- 
„ 
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tween two worlds; one is departing, the 


other approaches. Here vou haye no proſ- 
peas; there your concerns and your buſineſs 


lie. May, then, the Almighty ſpare you, till 
ye have made your calling and your election 


ſure! May he not quench your ſmoking 
flax, nor break your bruiſed reed, but uphold 
your tottering ſteps, and ſhew you the things, 
that belong to your peace, before your eyes 
are cloſed in darktiels ? Your evening of the 
day is corne; and, oh, may the night not.overs. 
take you ; but through a real conviction, and 
Ma es k are 6 4 
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2 God the Father, Son, and Hol Chop, 


be all glory, dominion, and power, aferibed by 
us, and by all men, vis, aul, for evermare. | 
| 280 2 Fo) 
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- of i "words - in this gdulterous and finful 
generation, of" bim alſo” ſhall the ſon of mant- 
be aſhamed,” when" be 'comerh "in" the-glory of 
bis Father, with . boly _— | | 


* * 25 4 | wt} by 880 8 


Va ARIOUS. we che triah, which attend 
the religion of Chriſt. The world hath. 
temptations anſwerable to every infirmity of 


man; nor is it the leaſt fatal and enſnaring, 


which ariſes from that enmity, which is ex- 


preſſed by the world againſt thoſe, who con- 


demu its principles and manners, by a ſtedfaſt 
faith in Chriſt, and an obedience to his goſ- 
pel. If ye were of the world,” ſays he to 


his diſciples, the world would love its own: 


but becauſe ye are not of the world, but I 


have choſen you out of the world, therefore 


122 3 | the 


the e eee nee 
| tion of the golpel mongſt us hach made foe 
alteration in this reſpect, but not ſufficient to 
deprive the world af it character which it 
Hbad from the beginning, and Will. it is to be 
5 preſutned, retain unto the end: It in wer | 
certain, that the mete name of chriſtanty 
againſt its doctrines, ot from-embracing, with 
the cagetneſe of the moſt abandoned diſciples 
af hatute. the gorruptions of m. Hence it 

lia that humbets- make à kind | 
between Chriſt and the world. They will 
*call-nhimotheir\/Lord,! to ſpoth their on- 
2 tamed, | 


dart their reputation. MG 1 einein 
S. U ncht sh eg eit. Ge oo 


en 


bis goſpel. . Whoſcover fhall-be aſhamed 
of mos and of; ny Od, in this evi and adul- 
8 ereus generation; of him:alſo all be fen ef 
ede eee bor en 
ad” ED. a 2 Rs v5... 
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5 their marmer vf doiag t Ot n 
Poſid tran other pnrt uf theiridſiay. i Fhoy 
muſt not miiſcal che-canfe,vf/aipatty, 
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mman- b&- aſhamed] i'wheg he bocneth im dhe 


Story a his Pather, with the holy angel. 


v1 ν⁰,Lj,e n Wd Baqtor ail, 4 noitr aon 


4 The caaflon vhgards not 10 thofe,: who 
hve a maniſeſt contempt for Cbriſt; and his 

Foſpelj but thoſe HN, we w/ ho have embraced 

tte flith are cνiαον its truth and vf the 


medley of adhbring to Idi /n enough 
that theſe> bontem themſeluts with a ſderet 
rligibh. ©2!Phhey are expreſilywcoimmayerd tb 
Eotife& Chriſt before H 1286! whitit: fave 
vindieemte:hie:iididng and 


rYoquiredito det chers light ſhine todhdwikbe 


— fficuty of bis blassen andatiplaythoſepecu- 


har duties, in their life. nid n ον uchi 
are worthy of his glorious: name, yet are 


equiltytitiountbanncedautiwiplodtd; ith by 
(n enem iet and prevended friemial . Bur oven 


„ imit- 
tugion, e ucnnlk » of Otiniſtt pr miiſtake ill 
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Rimſelf. Aud his füfferings were Infended 


| both to be the example of our. lives, unk the 
tet and trial or our efteet. 80 har us one 
but the hurble-minded will put on Chiſt, 
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1 4be,things, which are above. Mele. as the 


world, ;endeayours to obſtruct theſe attain- 
ſo the love of the world weakens and 
— When we are ruled by this, 
we ate no more at liberty to ſerve the Lord 
Chriſt i in any thing, to which the world has 
fired its indignant mark, though we are 
dound to his ſervice, througb evil, as well as 
good report. Nor will it avail us, that we 
are conſcious of our infinite obligations to his 
love, if it be too weak to overpower the 
worldly influence, and we are aſhamed to 
own him for our Maſter. O wretched ſlavery 
of weak and cowardly Chriſtians !—to be un- 
willingly held in ſubjection, and not dare to 
aſſert that glorious freedom, to which Chriſt 
invites them. What can be alledged on their 
behalf? the pleadings: of nature? the regards 

of friendſhip and ſociety ? a yain and worth- 
leſs reputation ? Alas! where, Chriſt to call 
them to ſtill more arduous trials, and to bear, 
not only the reproaches of the tongue, but the 
tortures of perſecution, he expects a chearful 
ſubrniſſion to bis will. 4. Wholoeyer,' ' ſays 
he, e will ſave his life, ſhall, loſe.it; but 
whoſoever;ſhall loſe his life, for my fake and 
the goſpel's, the ſame thall ave it. I then 

— e ele y . 
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ing at offering and's death, Abe ealdiltai 
Chit, dul gilt muſt be greatly heightened, 
if we defert our Mafter, crys eee ma 
xvold' the feorn VERIO” anne, 
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M bicititen! . thin: the different 
offers of theſe competitors to our regard. 


The 
| world Perhaps lays its vanities before us, and 
gives us an honourable name for our com- 
liauce with it. Repoſe ſhall attend our ſteps, 
and Who but we are worthy of its favours? 
Theſe ate powerful temptations to à carnal 
mind, and have cau ght their thouſands in the 


ſhare. But, alas, if the goſpet of Chrift is not 
quite ſunk in our eſteem, conſcience will fre- 
quently upbraid us with our choice, and de- 
prive us of the comfort of it. But what, if 
we are contented Vaflals? The flatteries of 
the world are of ſhort doration, and will per- 
"yer leave us before bur death; certainly at 
it. © Chriſt, on the other hand, is a mot in- 
dulgent Maſter. His faithful followers hat- 
ever their outward condition be, are fire to 
poſſeſs in ward peace, of which the world 
cannot deprive them; real ſafety in the midſt 
of apparent danger; and hope, that fiveeteſt 
cordial, in the bittereſt trials. All other bleſ- 
iS, ie are Gonvenient for them, be libe - 
$ — i rally 


rally-beſtows:) At is true; he mixes tribulation: 
with then, and gives that bitter berb to all 
holte, chat feaſt at his table. A happy ingre- 
dient this, and not to be rejected ſince it 1 is 
au aitidote to the poiſon of worldly: enjoy- 
5 bliſs, vrhich is eternal. How long, then, 
halt we between two opinions? If the world 
be our moſt deſirable maſter, let us ſerve the 
world: but if Chriſt, let us renounce what- 
ever obſtructs his righteous 8M — 
1 1 ale J 

ine: 2 

* eee which the 8 
— teaches us, deſcends from God himſelf, 
and, having ſo noble an extraction, is worthy 
of abundant honour. 80 that the Apoſtle 
eries out, I am not aſhamed: of the goſpel 
of Chriſt, for it is the power of God unto 
ſalvation unto every one that belieyeth,” It 
is the iſſue of that ſovereign love, which God 
vouehſafed to beſtow / upon - finners. Chriſt 
himſelf, herein revealed, is a powerful remedy 
to all the woes of 2 guilty race; and the 
merits of his death, being laid hold of by a 
_ Gneere- and operative faith, preeure liberty 
— ſinners, light for them that ſi in 
N * weak, . 5 


- * 


23 ———— ana 
nest bh digi and were in a ſtate d con- 
der mation. The grace of God, that brimg- 
eth this ſalvation, brings alſo to the ſoul thoſe 
heavenly' virtues, that adorn "religion, and | 
render it pure and amiable. Through theſe, 

the reaſon of man is improved, his will is 
reQified; and his affections ſpiritualized. By 
theſe; . 
reren peer egg w.. 3 Nonne 


Un Tech +2 


| AWhige-thothine node ater: 
id acknowledge and partake of theſe mighty, 


| theſe unmerited bleſſings? Shame was im- 


planted in our natures, that we might ſhun 
diſhonourable things. How then is it per- 
verted, when we look upon our chief exbel- 


leney to be our diſparagement, and turn our 


glory into ſname ? How unworthy muſt be 
that mind, that oppoſes the maxims of the 
world to the declarations of the love of God! 
And how degenerate muſt be thoſe times, 
when the pure religion of Chriſt is almoſt the 
only thing diſcountenaneed! Where is the 
friend of the world, who is aſhamed of its 
; principles? Where is the enthuſiaſt, who 
does not urge with the greateſt vehemence 
[thoſe principles, that contribute to his 'own 
Ng ee 1 advancement df his party? 
; Where: 


. 


ene eee ede ebenes, 


his eſtate ? Where is the courtier, who diſ- 
cons the favour of his prince, or the amnbi- 


tiaus man, who bluſhes at his honours ? Nay, | 


wibkedneſs/preſames to mount the -boaſter's 
tage and puts on the falſe aſſurance of worth 


q dignity." The. devil is reckoned a moſt 
maſter, by thoſe that ſerve him; 


EAA er dang. ſlaves are ready to proclaim 


their vaſſilage! Oh; then, that God, who is 


the King over all the children of pride, ſhould 


have ſuch heartleſs: followers, that they will 
not ſo much as on his ſervice, nor contend 


3 for the priae 
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But, as the: r eee 4e. | 
mands our acknowledgments, ſo its languiſh - 
ing iutereſts require the utmoſt efforts of its 
friends to turn a perverted; and inſpirit a luke 
warm, age. Was religion intended to be only 
a ſecret tranſaction between God and the ſoul, 


there could: be no harm, in times of danger, 
to diſſemble the faith of Chriſt. The endow- 


ments of Chtiſtians were given them, that 


they ſhould extend their i bead hat 
men might ſee their good glonty 
ar 3 which i. beaten. God's hap- 


MIN! * 


prepared for them. ritt aner Sto 1017 | 
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lluarged by the eontinual 'cnerodthments/ of his 


444 POSE | 
pineſs wants 'n6advaticement, but be bath | 

made the - advancement of his honour! our 
duty, that tho world may receive the benefit 
of it. Hence his ſpiritual kingdoti is en- 


faithful diſeiples on the dominion bf Satan. 
So that openly confefling Chriſt fthough it has 
ſor its foundation our duty to God, ende in 
charity to our fellow - oreatures. We, then, 
my brethren, as chriſtian ſoldiers, have 4 
facreddepoſit committed to our charge, which 
we are by all means engaged to protect and 
defend. The fierocer are the attacks af the 
enemy, the more need haue we of courage to 
oppoſe them. And ſnould the goſpel have 
pretended friends, the more perverſe they are, 
the more ſtrenuous ſhauld its real friends be. 
Cowardice is but à degree removed froin 
7 rebellion, when wo are engaged in the unitod 
cauſe of God and our fellow / oreatures. To 
what purpoſe is it to be idle ſpectators o the 
earth, and ſilently lament the wide ſpread 
carnage. By this luke warm behaviour, wiok- 
edneſs meeting with no controul, becomes 
ſtill more bold and inſolent; and the very 
form of godlineſs, with many, becpmes the 
ſmondation for contempt and ridicule. 
mr e | ; Whilſt 


eee 255 
while the Tewd; the inte mperate/ and tho | 
profans ſet up their banners fort tokehs, others 

Will decry dhe finer duties of religion, and 
eontend for a faith without genuine obadi 
ence.” It is difffcult to determine which are 
its moſt dangerous enemies; but it is. certain, 
that when the miſerable paſſions of men are 
mixed with religion, it becomes a misfortune, 
rather than a blefling. It fills the world, not 
' with peace, but with raneeur; not with 
order, but with ſehiſm and diſobedience; and 
; men for the moſt refined and accom- 
| villanies. Hence it 18. that the real 
en of mankind is obſtructed; and, 
amid this almoſt general apoſtacy, the pure 
and heavenly lamp of religion, were it nat 
cheriſhed on mam e pak, Oy 
ur 


| What * eee are we: cielo 
Shall infidels be vigilant in the ruin of ſouls, 
and ſhall not believers be as diligent in their 
preſervation? Shall pretended Chriſtians be 
active in a bad cauſe; and ſhall not we be 
ſtrenuous in à good one? Perhaps an admo- 
nition, a kind and candid admonition may not 
de in vain. Perhaps the courageous example 

of exploded duties may ſtrike with-aſtomidli- 


ment, 


+>. 
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ment; and fll with bluſhing. enthußiaſts thern- 
ſelves. But, ſhould our well meant zeal for 
God. return empty, upon ourſelves, er the 
chriſtian exarnple we ſet be diſregarded, Wwe 


ſall ſtill be employed abeut our Maſter's 


buſineſs, be attended with a conſciende void 
of offeuce to our lateſt hours, and avoid the 
. done of negligent * At as 
| 0 1K 
Aba if. W Ga God in the | 
Gras of this world, he will hereafter, glorify 
himſelf in our diſgrace and | puniſhment.” 
Them that honour me,” ſays he, Iwill 
honour, aànd they that deſpiſe, me ſhall be 
lightly eſteemed.“ And, in the text, he 
plainly tells us, that in his exaltation, he will 
pour coutempt upon thoſe, who, in his humi- 
liation, were aſhamed to own him, and ſurely 
with juſtice. For by what plea can we claim 
to partake of the glories of heaven, who 
refuſe to drink of his cup of ſuffering on 
earth? And, though we were convinced 
that Chriſt was our glory and crown of rejoic- 
ing, yet the world was our idol, to which we 
paid our homage, even when our conſcience 
reproached us with treachery. Since we 
thus ſerve the world, from the world we muſt 
8 drone for our . Wunde ee can 
3 5 . eres 
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— unleſs we hoße to be rewarded 
for our inſncerity, and entertaining a loke- 
wart faith, Which eee cee 1 1 
et red in- e StNis $540 2697 ig 
Botz in late be 0 ſtrong in us, rend 
deu our Faith, for fear of our reputation 
among the unwiſe, how ſhall we bear thoſe 
my ſhame, which will at length ſeize 
Be when Chriſt ſhall exeeute the judgment 
die to our unfaithfulneſs? When he comhes to 
| Julge the world, attended with myriads of the 
Ar bott, artyel with robes of heavenly 
_ Slory; and crowned” with the rays of the 
Eternal Ggdhead;- when he aſcends the dreat 
'865butidl, 5pens che books, and the-rworld 
*kricels before Bim, oh; heu- Will the awful | 
ppectacle confoand thoſe, who were aſharned 
ie iifels' this mighty Lord, in the face of 
"duſt and aſhes! And When he rejects them 
„Hon his preſence wittr eus awful dN 
depart, ye Falthſels ſervants, I R ο youHioty=- | 
what veif'will'be fifficiciit to hide their w¹ 
"fuſion ? Angels will be witneſſes to their 
may, and thb accurſed ſpirits themſslves 
in ſting ther with-eeproaches, ' Will they 
ben think an eternal EAI from !hisipre- 
beter; Equivalenit to the mort applauſe» of an 
i e For, alas, their . 
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23h cenie, Renter 
more: it lives galy in the tormenting t- 
membrauct, to inareaſe the coufuſigh of the 


preſent. ſantence. What would, they, then 
give to recal the time paſt, and exchange the 


ſoorn and ſufferings of the whole earth, for 
thoſe harrors,, which await them for ever; 
more |... Ve Aer vf „ a alt obs. 


AA this be the fate of them, ho zr g aſha 
of Chriſt, where / will: thaſe waetches, appear, 
Who, laid this :ſtampling block before ghe 
cowardly, and iby their Coffe and repadhe 
tempted them to deny the. Lord that bought 
[theta 2:1; If Chriſt will be / aſnamed. of ihe one 
ot theit unfgithfubseſt, will he got pe filled 
with tenfold indignation againſt the other, 
far: their enmity 40 thedgNIe. E NN No- 
ſelyte they makes: ihadd e wel ta their tog- 
ment, in the ages of mit Let ſthem not 
thenottiumph in heit: ingloripne conquells, 
-norubeaſt chemſelveg in the-yarkt af canſes, 
that of being factors for deſtnuſtion inch. 
n 01. i e lie 8 i noitut 
raſtiys Gnee: tin the Redeamer's g- 
queſts will finally he gompleat, let e feat 
vm td deſgft bis qtandand. Open 
nel ee his cauſe. an ag ron 
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Thus, in deed, as well as in word; confeſs him 
before men. If ye muſt ſuffer reproachy is 
it not better to endure a few tranſient ſcoffs, 
than bear the brands of eternal infamy? Be- 
ſides, is the ſervice of Chriſt ſo void of com- 
fort, as not to overpower the keeneſt arrows | 
of the World? Will you part with rtal and 
ſubſtantial hleſſings, for the dread of ima- 
ginary evils; and forfeit the, glories of heaven 
felt; becauſe you ine not able to ſuſtain the 
hugbter of fols? And will ye make this 
Tbolilh chor after yt have trſiſted many 
aſſaihing ttimptations, and premiſed yeufſel ves 
future victory?! Conſider your coblightiona : - 
vu Have engaged toſwonoange: whatever ob- 
ſtruttion ſands: beten you and: your-Lord. 
If than you ſeparate (the datias of the goſpel, 
boom he goſpel, on any eee 
whatever, it will be impoſſible fbr you 140-. 
receive its rewards. In all difficulties, then, 
- whether thay ariſe from ungilgailed enemies, 


ox, falſe brethren, look g 0% wor, Master 


wick d believing. r aid oe hi with. 
the, moſt ecke others 

glory in their ſhame, or in their folly: be ne 
you aſhamed of your glory... And whilſt = 
others ned you uh Ta the work. 
he, "Sil Ns” 1 
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of God, ENG be — that yow have 
been ſo remiſs in his ſervice. | in 4 lg! 
Foo) itt wk souhupoinched 104-34 
Let this be your chief concem, not what 
the world fh or thinks-of you, bit how you 
stand in the book ef God, your Lord, and 
your Jadge.” If he be at enmity with you, in 
vain does the world extol v0. If he be your 
friend, happy are you, thougb the whole 
world ſhould be againſt yo. Vour obnfi- 
dence, in him} iwilbadakeiyowrich with r- 
ſem confolations, and future bleſſings: Whilſt 
- *th& ſcerners and the conceited vill be driven 
from h throne to ĩufam and wW]• nme, he vill 
ive en Beauty fort ulhes, ther oil of: joy for 

mndurning; the garment f praiſe q ſorꝭ the 

ſpitit of hea vineſi, aid crown you through 
ane e cee eee 
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: W . we compare. che weakneſs and 
c gorruption of human nature, with 


Wente es dnn ow, u r.. 


M future rock: 
oning, .and (bews the: neceſſity of, the: Apoſ+ 
tle's admonition,—**, work out your, own fal- 
vation, withfear and;trembling.” But when 
we. confider, . likewiſe, the helps which God 
beſtows.;upep; the; willing, and the. exalted 
rewards, by which, he-allures; men. $0, obedi- 
| ence; we capnot but allow, that e 
; attainments may juſtiy be required, and ex 14159 | 
peed f., Nor is it reaſonable, that the 
eternal glones of the xedegmey ſhould not be 
| 1 1 oyer . 
Ne R 


242 Puri of Heart. 
them for receiving, and enjoyi ing, Fog wn r 


to be made to the flothful and the impure, . 
would want the proper ſtamp and OL, . 
of their divine author. 7 3 


ſhould be a ene connexion e — 
and happinefs, ſo the goſpel, of Chriſt hath 

made the one the conſtant road to the other. 
Accordingly, dur Bleſſed Lord, in the begin» 

ning of his ſermon on the mount, gives every | 
_ diſtin& virtue a bleſſedneſs anſwerable to its 
pecukar nature. Bleffed ate "the *pogh, 5 
_ ſpirit; for theirs is the of heav 
| Bleſſed arc they that mourn, 'for'they' ſhall be f 
cornforted: Hleſſed are the meek; for hey 
ſhalt ' inherit the earth. Bleffau are they, 
which do hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs; for they ſhall be filled. Bleſſed are the 

5 for they thall obtain mercy.” "Bleffed 
re the pure in-heart; for they ſhall ſee God,” = 
My brethren, , are you. apprehenſive, "that by 
ſeeing God, you will attain to the n 
rns ad Lala condition Is it your carneft 
defire to be raiſed” to this conditio? And 
ire you fenfible, that if you fall in chis, you 
Joe the very End for mad your were re- 
CERT 3 '* &&tmied, | 
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deemed, you are deprived of every comfort, 
that can givs a blefling to exiſtence? | You 
kuom then the neceſſity of that diſpoſition, 
n 
eve 619 


7 o tb and e a Spin 
has, is the intention of this diſcourke.. 1 ſhall, 
therefore, firſt, endeavour to deſcribe that vis- 
tue;-to which ſuch a diſtinguiſhed e. 
b n HR : 
ron Ne N s 

2 en 
| outward actions, but our inward | deſires, 


 ſhonild be in ſubyection to the ſpiritual law of 85 


— God. The grand obſtruction to this, is the 
power of the carnal mind. When this is 
weakened through bim, who works in us, 
and with us, the ſoul in ſome meaſure reco- 
vers that original tone, in which its dignity 
conſiſted . We then reject the firſt motious 
of ſin ; we refrain from the advltery of the 
eyes; we ſot 2 guard over the imagination 
inſelb,”" This is the grand theatre. af the 


Suarded Hout, Adab eee 
pets him. Inward hdlineſfs'is'the grand pur- 
ſuit of à man thus etilivened, His earneſt 
deſire and longing is, that the Lord God may 
be ſanctified in every affection, and: no mi- 
ture of hypocriſy defile him. Thus he con- 
tinues daily mortifyitig arid ſubduing ſin; till 
at length he is filled with the divine preſenes, 
and conſecrates wer heart a ling temple to 
dle Lord. Meike! Rid net 101 r 01 21 
| W120 
| The e of this e will next 
appear, if we conſider,” that the heart is the 
ſpring of the outward conduct. The deſires, 
vhich are ſeated there, impel men to actiom, 
and ſhed their influence over the whole be- 
not the cover of hypocriſy, nor the affect - 
ation of pretended virtues. They are freed 
from the labour of impoſing upon themſelves. 
Vain labour! vain affectation! How vain 
the outward appearance? What avails it to 
imother our deſires? The mind detertnines 
our proper character; and, thetefore, the 
Apoſtle refers to this diſtinguiſhing marie, 
when be ſays; to be carnali/ minded is 
death, but to be ſpiritually minded is life and 
> cr — . e | 
Baety 4 BT | dare 


-- 


e 


NUN 2s 
ae We. If they are cortupttd, that corrup- 
tion is but in part concealed, and will quickly 
be fully diſcovered. But if they are cleanſed, 
conſiſteney of behaviour | follows; and that 
chriſtian dignity, which is not abe 
by all che trappings of hypoerity; t.. 
„Rt! l tt! lien it * Gli dt 
Let us conſider ee e 
chat ſervice,” Which God- requires. Fou alt 
allow, that God is to be werſhipped ini a man- 
ner ſuited to his ſpiritual nature. It is not 
the acknowledgement: of the lips, or the pro- 
ſeſſion of the countenance, or the proſtratioi 
bf the body, that is arfit offering ſorchim, 


who ſteks for truth in the inward parts. If 


is fitted ſor his ſervice” Ie lifts up holy 
hands; he keeps not back his heart, hut pu 
it out before him in the ſincere offering of 

prayer and praiſe. But ſhould vicious deſires 
inhabit within man muſtꝰ ſrek for an ĩmpure 
deity to worſhip: lie aldne would bel fit to 
receive the ſacrifices, | Which he can, give. 
Well then may the pſalmiſt ſay, If. I ineline 
to iniquity with mine heart, the: Lord will 
not hear me. How ſhould he? His mature 
is too holy, his perfections are too exalted to 


mme an impure and divided heart. 
GT R 3 [5 ORE It 


. the divine gueſt.” It mortifies the ſins, that 
are rooted there, and catopletes its conqueſt, 


For if the moſt holy temple be un ur ef 
bis preſence, how much more 2 palluted 


ee . onthe 
_ . crates our bodies to be the ternples of the Holy. 


. 4 „ ol > 
Ghoſt. There is the {peculiar reſidence of 


by preparing tha heart fur its own. habitation, 
and making it holy t the Lord. This then 
nould be our enquiry; What ere the pto- 


penſities of our puls. Wha lie hid in then 


reoeſſes? Can we imagine, if we are reſolved 
to ſet up idols there, that, he who ſtands at 
the door and knocks, will vouchſaſe to enter d 


breaſt! JF nothing can con ſocrata ſuch 0 
dwelling, is it poſſible that he ſhould abide | 
there, who fills the er abe e- om 


* | 
: eee, 344 1090,3059% rn 
N i 171 ; 


uod: 4075 41 


0 en bee e hearty ben 


| e et the man experietves n pre. 


Lord's aſſurance, My ye as caly; and m 
| burden is light.“ Talk to the fenſunliſt af 


the pleaſures of ' religion,” you tell 20 cho 


deaf u tale of enchanting melody, to the blind | 

the beauties of a fairy viſion.” Juſt ſo the 

man of a polluted bead tat n | 
£ th 


} 


) 
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wee Segel, Jos, which ang wa — 
Ms Þirtual eye. The, 9 fo 
 affetions dehaſes, and eng 
Fan — — 
is very, prayers are A burden; he fings with- 
nt 4ranſports be gives, thanks without emo- 
tion. He takes no dgight in hearing the | 
word; or, meditating upon it. The evil prin- 
eiple within reluctates, and ſpreads a glogwai- 
nels all around. him. But Wherever this is 
ſubdued, then love, peace, Jo, enter; the 
affectious are compoſed to calmneſs and ſere- 
ity; Hardſhips, vaniſh, when. codurcd; for 
God, and freedom of ſpirit attends every 
Auabaut, which he enjoins,, If thers be liberty 
upon earth, here. it is to be found, when the 
| hands and eee ee romati, 
— the chief god of man. wi 
DON OH NIE, Gu AKIN M INS 
It. is time nom to confider gur Saxi 
Dene, this bleſſedneſs, < Then ſhall 
dee God. An awful. privilege this, not to 
. daattzined merely by human wildom. . Chriſt | 
therefore refers, not men to this for — 
Knowledge. It is of à ſpiritual nature, and 
demands the hearts, And though curious and 
philoſophic minds receive great ſatisfaction in 
exploring the n W a 


tollen mani- 


manifeſted 'by the later iro; de ue | 
be enjoyed by thoſe, who are ſtrangers to his 


love. It is the pure and holy flame f "love, 
which enables àa man to fiſe fro thife Foot- 
"ſteps of his 4 to betherte and adöfe 
his preſenet, "that gracibus preſenee; which 
"gilds the face of Cbrion with' tenfbid luſtyc. 
"Wherever he turns his — on 
father and his friend, and experientes'the 
| 2 what David tefſiths6/Jis thiy 
wende ehe eee eee 
2912 } ef 7 un, 207 * Fi VOLTA. 1% «101HSRE ; 
Wo? He kes God morecver it hib provi 
dences. "Whilſt the ſoul,” that is ocoùpied 
With brutal paſſions, Catinot attefid töl thlefe 
memorlals of inſtruction, every inſtance df 
judgment and mercy contributes to hid im- 
provement. Whether he Calls paſt ages m 
review before him, or reviews the occur- 
rences of the preſent, he beholds the Band of 
the Great Ruler, directing and | 
the fate of all his cteatüres. In -thele he 
reads a leſſon of refignatiofl, conviriced that 
in all the aceidents of Ife this firm ſupport 
remains to the righteous,” it ſhall be well 
with them.“ He ſees and ackhowledges the 
| love of God in his own afflictions. VA ſenſda! 
foul makes men cowardly,” They have! ho 
of ELLE * ; 1 relief | 


A 
9 


relief deen ben N 
gteater to come. The pure in heart defire 
to have their virtues improved vi they regard 
thereforeth&4ribulations'that befar tem! as 
4 their remaining droſs, and 


exalt thein to be veſſels of more abundant 
otra At MN" times, n alt places, they 
eich J fend d Sc dove, HB therefote alt 
CT" to- reolbe befbre Hfch. 1 This ig the 
grand cute for the Maladles of Ife, the never. 


4 


ATR ts fle The Boho 
When there is nothitig withirf to! batifth the 
N llat ould Hinder our Te. 
is eviiſolatidns „br check our aſpira- 
Ach e we pe preme felicit h And, though 
e Cadet AR — clbathed with” 
ay be bleſſed with a view-bf 
gracidus perfe 3 — 
From the fee df CHAR Ik is chi 
Li wes edttrtloch, WHICH males Tk. 
e aud fine & Cottage, Hayß aa 
bw Wwith'a chearfilkefs, that 48 ten. Want- 
[his ied 4 pant It is Hhis/hicH/retiews he 
you of che aged and infrm, and bften gives 
uch d livelineſs te their ſpirits, as the- ſons 
and . 
but e 482 ee 
N ry f 


bn , 


we ſee through a glaſs darkly. The veil, of 


can conceive thaſe glorięs, that ſhall then. 
revealed i Who: .can, expreſs the joys, which 


| Hlow-from. the, fountain af inexhauſtible, g 


ä into the ſame manſions with 
he hath provided a. ſanctifier, to reſtore his 


be pleaſed with his own reſemblance, and will 


. 2 N 1 
. , F 3 . | * 
* . % , 1 & N 5 # 4 %,* 
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%% Fabien 
Bat the aſpirations of a pious; foul after 


God, will, in the life to come, be croned 


Wich complete enjoyment. of him. For, this 
purpoſe we ſhall fee him, which implies, the 


fur and perfection of all bleſiedacks.. Here 


our earthly bodies hides, from the maſt, pure, 


the divine glories. Hereaſter we ſhall be 


chvathed with bodies fpiritualized, and made 


fit for the eternal manſions. Then each in- 
habitant, though fill unable to, comprehend 


the eternal and the infinite, will ſee him more 


clearly, in proportion to his fitneſs, | 25 à re- 


light? This, we are aſſuned of, that as God 


| beholds his Son with eternal. complacency, ſo 


be will admit thoſe, who belong to his fold, 
bimſelf; ang, 25 


image in the fouls of his people, ſo he will 


reward thoſe- moſt liberally hereaſter, wich 
bombe Amme wa] bei 


n ered 


maſt / ſatally, in a mattet of ſuch infinite im · 


N of Heart. 251 
| „Ay berchren, it is of the utmoſt cotiſe- 
quence ta all of us to be duly apprized of 
theſe: eruths, leſt we ſhould deceive ourſelves, 


portance, as am entrance into God's kingdom. 
| Let this, then, fink ep into your minda, 

that . without holinef no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord.“ This is the wedding gartnent ne+ 
ceſſary for your admmittance into the -preſente 
of an holy God, and his holy angels. If this 
were not neceſſary, God muſt change his ha- 
ture, and heaven would not be Wegener 
Dodd {26099 8. S eden . ) Sid 

Think ät unt, eee 
inwurd purty, and cleanſe the fountain, from 
wbence the iſſues af life, and Heath are de- 
rive The Gus ria Fab within us are the 
moſt dangerous ſius. The heart is ſubyct | 
no human law. No eye is privy to its works 
ings; it hangs out no ſign of what is con- 
tained; theres. Hero, then, the hypocrite 
prepares his covert, deceiving the world, and 
often himſelf; not knowing that : the eyes 
of the Lord are ten thouſand times brighter 
chan the ſun.” Hew wvainy then, is his boaſt! 
bow ſhert his deluſion! When God enters 
into judgment with him, how. dreadful | his 
diſmay, when what has been tranſacted 


within 


2 a if Heli 

within the receſſes of his heart ile ro- 
elaitned before men and angels. Nor detthe 
| generation of the openly impure! triuniphy 

becauſe of this) f holineſs be! required 
Within it :ip1nd deſs requiſite in the out ward 
conduct ulſo. And ifthe-adbiterer in thought 
will de eondomnedfwhere hall that man aps 
pear,!who: 4, mpkes-a:mock-at fin, and works 
all-nckeanciels witbogrebdibeſs f i lh 
ei alsgan lot aid bas .o Jſoti n ts 
-May 5you- then, ry brechen, lay. ſuch a 
foundation of tlle αhtiſtian butidiiig, as will 
abide God's trial, when he calls you before 
His tribu nal Yourknowthe rule, !youikndiow 
the judge, the inipartiatjudge. © Place, then, 
yourſelves in hiö AU prefonce. "Aſk Jod. 
ſelves frequently this important 
Am 1 prepared eto meet my — lan 
mhortiy cet him; I hal appeur before him 
without diſguiſe. He will judge my con- 
ſeience; he will require truth i the inward 
parts, Oh, then, for chat ſpirit, which pu- 
rifies the heart by faith, to prepare me ſor 
chat reekeninig! If yon are apprized of ithe 
heceſity of this,” Oh ſſarnber not over the 


imaginations of an evil heart. Rouſe Node, 9e 5 


ehildren'of floth, and begin, at length; to op- 
pole the workings" of the enemy of ſpuls 
. within 


/ 


| — 253 
within you. be trial is indeed, ſevere, but 
your aſſiſtances ate great, aud he that fights 
for you is glorious, - Be not, then, wanting 
to yourſel ves, but take the whale armour of 
God, and wreſtle w jth him in prayer, that he 
would purge out the old leaven, and ſupply 
all your wants in Chriſt Jeſus. What ſincere 
petitioner ever -departed without a hleſfing? 
That you may be bleſſed indeed, carry to the 
throne of mercy the remembranoe of redeem- 
iug love. Let the labours, the ſufferings, the 
agonies, the death of Chriſt, enliven : your 


meditations; and lead you. on to that heavenly 


diſpoſition of mind, Which the religion of, the 
croſs demands... * 


. Call, then, ene latte Grd: in 


his blood to your aſſiſtance. If you believe 
ſincerely, the ſeeds of inward holineſs are al- 


ready ſown within you. Cheriſhed, indeed, 
they muſt be, by conſtant watchfulneſs; and 
by a devout uſe of the various ordinances in- 
ſtituted in the church of-Chriſt ; of which, 
recollect, that the bleſſed Sacrament, which fo 
very many negleR, is a chief one. Keep thy 
heart with all diligence, for out of it are the | 
iſſues of life.” A careleſs. believer ſoon falls a 
prey. But an habitual vigilance, and daily 
442 7 * 
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254 Purity of Heavt. 
looking area will diſarm the enemy of 
oy his power. Evil thoughts, 
— will never fixy Where 
they meet with no entertainment; they de- 
part, in à moment, from a heart prepared to 


Fe 


* Finally, my brethren, let che argument in 
We text pervade your very ſouls. If you do 
not deſire to fee God, yon are incapable of 
beten But is it your ambition to enjoy 
him ? Study to reſemble him. Do you hope 
dne day to be admitted into his preſence? 
KNememdber, that ** whoſoever hath this hope, 
purifieth himſelf, even as he is pur. 


* 


* 


| Now ts Godthe Father, Son, and Holy Gh, 
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But "the fu that derb ought. pn 
whether, be be born in the land, or a ftrang 2 
te ſame * the Lord; and that 5 


Hal. be cut n among bis people." * 


44 8 wen $8 4 124 


Wen eee eee 
play both of the juſtice, and the merey, 
of "God; The one provided a ſin- offering for 
the ignorant offender, the other denounced 
unrelenting death againſt the proud and pre- 
ſumptuous ſinner. The chriſtian diſpenſation 
bhatir made no alteration in this reſpect. The 
perfections of God are as unchangrable as 
God himſelf.” All offenders, even the moſt 
heinous; are invited to mercy through Chriſt; 


* $2: 


but Wheat” they reject it, this only alterrative © 


rernditis—indignation, and mourning,” and 


n woe. 
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—_  Prefumptuous Sins. | 
woe. When St. Paul perſecuted Chriſt, be 


did it ignorantly, and obtained merey; when 
Peter dark Js odſt&) be Ged. through 
infirmit y, and obtained the ſame mercy ; but 
when Judas ſinned, he ſinned me, 
and was cut off. 
9  GUOUT I Jr a 


* ſus ate principally ſeated i in 
the will, and not only cauſe offences againſt 
knowledge, but make men reſolute and de- 
termined, proud and arrogant, in their ini- 
quity. They originate in paſſion, and end in 
perverſenels. . "This is their, progreſs; when 
men are eager in the purſuit of unlawful 
things, they become deaf to reſfection. The 
awful voice warns, and calls; they hear it, and 

duſregard it : it then calls leſs frequently 

loudly, and they deſpiſe it. At length 
C.xaſes to call; iniquity, by degtees, — 
habit, and takes poſſeſſion of their nature, 
which then receives its malignity from itſelf, 
and wants no other temptation than itſelf ad: 
miniſters. In ſins againſt God, it is ſhewn, 
in caſting his word behind them, in cloſing 
their eyes againſt the brightneſs of his glory, 
and bis majeſty, in profaniug- his awful name, 
in neglecking, or careleſsly attending, public 
eee 18. verh., ſpecies of impious 


Fame, wen 
concdwc. — ris, It ib ſhewh, in 

_ fiking' up falſe plead againſt duty, weft are 
Cen were by uh enthtfiaffic ſpirir, in = 
affuming b and ln itryadibg a forbids 
den This i. naturally proditttve bf: 
aud Tornetities actually produces, great ins - 
belle of manners, „ Peaking evm of digi. 
ties” the coiitempt of all abtherkty, infurtes 
üönprovwoked, the very watitoimeſs of Siding: 
 Wickedneſs is, then, arrived at its utmöft 
_perfeftion; and men are inſtantamebully Teady 

60 unt the Vlackeſt and” thoft Attocious 


©; CIs 8241410 192 1 
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nne e * i bus Aden 


tdb; übe ata, 1diffar pro 
A ben of great national Eng JUNG en⸗ 
ever that liberty ariſes to extreme licenti- 
oufnefs, their tnalignity and miſchfef become 
truly aarming, hot only to goverhörs and 
tragjiltrates, but to every lover of peude, t6 
every fried of true Feligion. Te bikoves, 
then, every perſon, in fily proper office, töte n- 
deayodr- to check Had anligtlty, "both as & - 
member of ſociety, abd the hHitidtr thedtch.: 
Ea Beese IM Aid our fetſow-ereatitres, 
| We cmnot'alt; or thu; in u deter ei; 
imd we ought to du bott, beat er . 
 celfity"6f che times dethahd Rt. e 
Vor. II. 3 I chal, 


3 —— 4 
\ 1 ſhall therefore, proceed to ſhew you he | 


ins. Conſider, in the firſt. Races, the im- 
potence of the ſuner. What ! ſhall ſo, weak 
2 greature as man commit . fre/umpiuons. 
ſins? Man, who can neither defend. himſelf 
from danger, nor attain the moſt neceſſary 
good, without aſſſtance? Man, who is fo 
often, forſaken by his enjoyments, and wants 
every conſolation that his nature craves ? Let 
Satan, once an angel of light, exalt himſelf 
above the fans of the moſt high; but let not 
man preſume, who is confounded by the 
meaneſt, and laid low by the weakeſt inſtru- 
ment. Oh! HG, ugh dene n 
ee. S 7 eo N. 


E ab abs. 
very breath and life he beſtows. Duſt; he 
was, and to duſt ſhall he return” at the call 
of him who made him; and when he ſtands 
| before his throne, depends upon. his final irre- 
| 1 ſentence. This thou knoweſt, O pre- 
umptyous ſinner ; and it is this Knowledge, 
which condemns thy. telly. Then caſt net 
cal againſt en almighty arm, and 

Jet thow aQeſt, as if thou hadſt ſurmounted. | 
II oppolition, and * tby a — 


jag Here, Ge Ber without: doniforty 
and without God; and though: thou canſt not 
deſite/miſery'as ſuch, thou ener pur- 
ſubſt it, as well when preſent, as big with! 
cndlefs/ horrors, ' But, conſider likewiſe, the 
many corruptions of human nature, Theſe” 
make every thought unbecoming, that is not 
founded in humility; and ſelf-confidence, in 
ſumptùous finner is confident; not in noble 
purſuits, but in the vileſt ſins. Being evil, 
he acknowledges it not. Diſregarding the 
juſtice of his God, he deſpiſes the: riches of 
bis mercy; and boldly increaſes his ſcore, with- 
out any apprehenſions of a future reckoning, 
Condemned, by the breach of the law, in 
ten thouſand inſtances, he demeans himſelf, 
as if he were the creditor of heaven, or could 
candel his fins een e e Sos: 4 


neee Hie | 2 20121 | 
toms; | 

Oh? 40, what u fearful TE WOES: of Gol 
does preſutnption lead the ſinner, not always 

by degrees, but foretimes- inſtantaneouſly 4 

and then the wbandoned puſfions' give way to 
a more ſteady priùwiple ; nor can he give 0 
juſt a reaſon why he is ſuch a 


„„ - Raw 
though.che:thtink dt. the: fear of preſnt 
ſufferibg? Ha: rdceives ine alarm from the 
torrors df the Lord, which are behind e 
cliwd, and eannet be diſcerried, - till, den 
e tl vole and ſhefs ham-his-pubsſh»- 
ment. ii cite nes Luan: 
1871 4: the ods” Sb 

q ous Ale thet tranſitivh-as: eaſy, from 
contempt of Gad, to ſhameſul Fee 
When the former has taken place, no lower. 
motives: to religion, no inferior: guarũa to 
virtue, are f .afy avail. Beth the profane. 
and the | rebellious ſpori to be hypocrites 
they would: loſt the pleaſure of their fins, i 
they did. not proclaim them, ard hoaſt what. 
accompliſhed: ſinners they are. Tbe ſha w 
of their | countenance,” as the Prophet E. 
- doth: witneſs àguinſt them; they detlare 
their fin a Sodom they hide it not.“ [But 
mark the doom, which another. Prophet de- 
nounces againſt them, . Were they aſhamed, 

ben they had committed abomibation ? Nay, 
tbey were not: at all aſbamtdy uhgither ej 
theñt biuſir : therefore, they ſhall fall among 
them that: fall; M thin that Irkiſtt-thetn, 
bey ark de;caſt denn: Gink che kenden L 

36 et tendil $ do) FI od. 70 „ NOYRST © Ati | 
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30/Wheh/ the will ig" (deſperate in evil, there 
i great danger, loſt che Whole man ſhould 
de ineurabit. För the will dect the exe- 
euren of ' thefs things, which are in ohr 
poder, and 'thibrefore all ber fachleies either 
conſpire” Wich, or ſupinefy follow, its moſt 
Poftticlous reſolves. In the ls of * A 
darling paſſion;,"gfth Will conſcience! 
to maintain Its power: The irreſelute MN 
ru im oppolite” direction, *tampted by 
wnlawfabdefire/$er loth ta forego ſwert pesde 
-of dd. Bat when ttheirltg retry 
by-mtplizd-a&s of ſin, and ꝙre- engaged 
-gevſcverance therein, there is end . 
boaltedfixedomy and the veryideſibe bf real 
land endurng· gu:is at laſt porifhed and vr 
6 % o du el: bog St 
En Sd ent Wit gods bons on. N 
e vryuct, hh confirms'preſuniptonin 
28 purpeſd contyibutes alſo tv the haidening 
— *heanr When a mn hf rebels 
„ed, e bonſbious of the HFane 
ene Wit takes Rum rt) Haid 
oftnentt fits Ee When; Up: preſemptuous 
habits, be has 4oRtHid Sal, d on ob tio 
more; and then deſpair itſelf is with him an 
argunnbnt for peritnlirg in A. rr chat he 
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Hope is baiſhed from his, foul, becauſe, it. 8 


-ſoothed by. ſenſual enjoym ents, and. dhving 
away the thoughts of futurity. But then 


alone preſerved by a quickening faith in 
Chriſt, and earneſt lopgings after immortality. 
What then remains to the-ſhort-lived: inner, 
but to indulge tha complacency of deſpairing 
pens before /;theſe \preſent ſcenes are 
ſhut up in eternal darkneſs. He thinks it, 
dobbtleſs, a point of wiſdom to ſport upon 
the edge af the pit, before he goes down into 
B,1006.90.47gutment of covrago/fo expres his 
enmity t0.-Gpd.:by, ſome -daring; bf. vain 
-revenge,. To this forlarni-ftate does proſurag- 
tion lead him, which ia the dreadfol fort- 
runner of his future tortnants. Benauſe I 
haye purged thee,” faith God, „ and hau 
waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not be purged 
from thy | filthinefs any more, till I/ have 
cauſed my fury io reſt upon these, I Ihe 
Lord have ſpeken it: it Huall me to paß, 
.and ] will do ts 0: I will pot go back, neither 
will I ſpare, neither will 1-repent ; ancording 
eto thy ways, and according to thy;doings, bel | 
aher judge thee, lark is Lord God.” id 
ene ute £01 bit vom + 
+ Q:wretphed: man; what avails it, that God 
1 W . 
100 58 2 * 


* 
bk zodd and ov 
tte one; and das es other, — 4 — 
Wat Vrter fer thes newör 46 fave" Had thi 
Paßt Pficnpgering vf fight; thin, for the abuſt 
of ke. b be gifen ber to u Feprobats' — 
TheUficdtruptll vote bf Comſcience, inde 
beim teftimony Agrrdlt every fin: —— 
bafech and corrupted by the wörld, it 8 
langtli effebtually filenced! But no common 
powers can revive it, Ponce extintt: becauſe 
it carmot *then rece ve thoſe Irapreffions,” 
which'its energy is wWalkthed! The ordinary - 
admonitions of God cannot Ude 
the corverſior of thit firer; Whoſe Hofe 
life is a perpetual act of Bee to iw 
And the reproof of man muſt be equally 
win; fbr Who ſo blind as he that will not 
ea who! mjurious- as. the forſuxen 

witch,” ho has nottüng to hope, and pro- 
feſſes he has nothing to fcar? nen: 2760 
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41 God: indeed; out of his abundant mierey, 
danger, by 


ſhould exeite in him a ſenſe of his 
ſomme ſderet ebunſel, or aſtosniſhing 'eveitt, be. 
fore the full meuſure of his iniquitics be com 
pleted: how diffcult would ir be For Hin 
then — — — 


ih 8 
- 5 


%% —— 
obs how ardpous to bend. the ſtubborgneſs af 
his will 10 weeknafß and ſyhroifſion, ta pefray 
bis ſenllias 4, weaned. child, to abhpr,himfelf, 
md repent in duſt and gthex!. 1 
ordinary humiliation van fte. What dean 
tears, hat indignation muſt, accompany 
dis pegitenęe f- wut remarſe, for refilling the 
ſpirit n- What pangs of canſginace, far grucifyr 
ing the Redeemer afreſh, anch paring bite 
28, fn ſhame h., How, 1 ; Wall, n Teluchatę 
pgaiph. the heavenly principle, and Satan, inf 
_ Gignantly, qvit his imagined prey —apd what 
PMs, yl; tear the, foul, before, it. he 
overipread | with. the peace and, calmneſd of 
rengwad affectim + 0 rl til 
viieupa ad Hum net th woot Sd bat 
On the cpntrary; if the Fe Mobo ara 
| fines be fully ceſolyed to provoke the;indigy 
_ nation. of God, and ſay in his heart, . all 
| have peace, though I walk 1ig.. thei imagine = 

tion of my own heart, to add drunkenueſs to 
thirſt, there is grent reaſon, torfearidiayihis 
judgment, pow. of 4 Jong time lis Babs 
au his-damyation flpmberath. pots; Reliazr 
3s 0 Singer, believe it Sn though! God: pry 
cher for 4: while, he will not ſufſr hit Amrit 
alway; to ſtrive with thee, his patience; t, he 
. 


lo 


- ab; ce Are e ee bee de nh 
them, Which I-ſhall now rehearſe in the lan- 
guage of God, that not on- of you may malte 
drink of the wins of the wrath-of God, which 
is poured: out without mixture into the eup 
of his indignation 3 and they ſhall be tot · 
mented with fire and brimftone in wo 
ſence of his holy angels,” 


of the Lamb. And ze fmnokes'of from 
h ment aſcendeth up for ever and ever. 4 


eee eth 8,05 GRO Au, TRO7 
n Seriog, then my brethren ebe guilt” and 
danger of preſumptuou/ fins, let me Warn 
everyone of v; to beijenlous over 'your own 
hearts with 4 godly jealouſy, and watch ver 
che tendoncy of your wills "which inſpire, 
promote, and e perſect ſueh grand offences 4 
theſe. I Bulf. ſulpieion is · here the more nebeſ. 
ary, beeauſe pride and paſſion 3 
to make us blind and - vifeſpicious, Our 
_ liberty in a dure 370 bleffiag if not abuſed; 
but if perverted to lidentioufi 9 
greateſt cura, that Godin this rich flies 
upon us. What them Availsdit, cheugh our 
RG oy r 


fo 


Satan ſits on chis throne within us, and hobds 
vp our will as the enſign of his authority over 
lus? Helges us an imagmatyfretdom for 
real bondage, and makes uſe of our very! pri- 
dert ge e woof un and 
ad, 116306 et bus 11 70 818 
910 Ay besen be besingt doubs- 
leſs be thrown avay upon thoſe, hö are loſt 
in preſumptuous fins; But I hope better 
things of you, and erhort as many of you as 
are truly ſenſible of their guilt and danger, 
inſtantliy tb My for ſucenur to the throne of 
-aheroy;/ throught Chriſt! and to implore the 
aſſiſtanas / of; hus ſpirit. , whoſe: office it is t 
ſave you from their / hitternaſs and power. To 
your prayers add,your n endes vaurs. That 
von may bei:complately.eeſtvct by his grace, 
beware of every fins which hag the leaſt ten- 
join in aſſociation with thoſe, ho hold priit- 

eiples inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt ſenſe of 
duty both to Gd aud man. Such may begin 
in a pretended geal for the funh : but want- 
ing candogr,. humility, | obedievee, they are 
ſure to end in faction, confuſion, and every | 
evil work. Such faith as this will not juſtify, 
but condemn ; and ſuch works as theſe Win 
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io ſupportahle. The wiſdom det is Sem 
above is ſirſt pure, then\peactable, gentle, and 
enſy ta be entrested, full of merey-49d good 
fruits, zvithout partialitya and without hype- 
eriſy. Implore, then, ihis v iſdara, from the | 
father of lights, and you will attain it. The 
more abundant meaſure von attain; the more 
yu will adorn your protefiion,: the tnort you 
will be-like Fo Giid, and fitted. for his epjoy- 
ment: Whilſt the: @@5dus; the intolenaut, 
the-pirſecatiag, he etbdlious; the prefung- 
tuous, will be. conſigned ti the doweſt hell, 
bu wilb be ſaved as brandꝭ, plycked vut uf the 
cYeneral conflagration,. andi liſti up your:heads 
With · joy; at the appeurunte of your God, Oh, 
| ”_ that happy": dayi'at length arcive,; when 
0 pee and che peace thall be, Lom, 
 ſtabliſhed/uporwthe- rode ofege, 4d enduve 
ſti bir und overt; 19 00153990; a1 fo 
wo %a3} ful} v1 dow oapfttabar rlqgnn- 
i Now to O the» Ran, GU A h 
Gad vbe Hay WB, be dull. praiſ m, and 
 dbntintioh gelle, benoiftwrh;"an 


vr Dun tote aoifrt at bas or ou 
ie vai a as duet dan how liva. 
Yiw sten! 28 drow dul bas : amel Td: 
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Hearne Ft Hb a M de 
"#t BY whit going up by the way, Here cum 
Fotth lle children out of ibè city, anid be 
| him, and ſaid unto bim, Go up then ball 
Sead, go up thou bald bead. And be turned 
bath, aud Jooktd um them, and curſed them 
3H tht num of the Lord: and thirt cum 
© fotth bo Be bears ont 22 #hd late | 
Hi and two children of} em. © ts rat 


HIS is is the Prophet Elis, path, Zou 8 
received a double portion of'-Ehjab's 
Ficit immediately went about $0 exerciſe his 
gifts. Ho had healed the watery of Jerichs,- 
and was going w Bethel, an idelatrous City 
Thau entertainment, he met with, was very 
unſuitable to his character. The: childrem ot 
that city, not content to Wai hin rribiir went 
1 : out 


387 


n Eljha and the Children. 

out to meet him, not with hoſannas, but 
ſcoffs aud reprodches,/ridiculing the ibfirmi- 
ties of bis age, as well as his miſſion, by bid- 
ding him go up, like his maſter Elijah. The 
Prophet turned back, and locked upon them. 

But they wele not to be filenced' by a look. 
He then ** curſed them, in the name of the 
Lord; who immediately vindicated the ho- 
-nour of the Prophet, . for two the bears,” 

the executioners of the divine juſtice, © came 
out of the wood, and tare forty and two'chil- 
dren of them. An event this, full of im- 
r RO ehem Be ite 


* us 45 conſider, firſt, the nfllencs of 
the children, in their treatment of the pro- 
phet ; ſecondly, the prophet's behaviour on the 
occaſion; thirdly, the event that followed, — 
the deſtruction of 1 _ five children. 
71 A ＋ . 7 r o# A 
"hath feſt, if aan e inclitied-to 64 * 
tenuate the ſin, becauſe it was the ſin of 
children, you will pleaſe td obſerve, that the 
word tranſlated children, may alſo Hgnify: i 
young perſons. But whoever they were, they” 
could diſtinguiſh good froni evil, and there - 
n incur built. Indeed, : to reproach | 


">. on ers. 
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| Ve and the Ch 271 
others with their natural inſirmity is in all 
perſons, great wickedneſs, becauſe it is ſcoffing 
at the God of nature. It is ſinning out 4 
my wantondels': it is a fin, which none A 
| could claim a title to commit, unleſs promped 
by a perverſe and abandoned mind. But inſo- 
lence” never wants a, mark to ſhoot at. An 
imaginary. imperfection will ſerve. inſtead of a 
real one. What is truly venerable in a cha- 
rafter will ſerve for the laughter of the fool, 
and betrays the ſpirit he is of. And, indeed, 
to overlook ſuperior excellence, and dwell 
with ſatisfaction on trivial infirmities, ſhews 
in all, whether young or old, a droben 
2 ſy itſelf. | 


Thels refletions will PE ones.” 
weight, if we conſider the prophet as. ad- 
vaneed in a0ws- | Rate 16 ago-n.the flier * 
calls every focling mind to it, ay peer fr b 
throwing. the veil of reverence over its'infir- 
mities, and avoiding every appearance of | 
Kew With regard: to us, it is a law.z © 
originally bound upon the children of Bethel, 
and {till binding to us and our children far 
een \* dere, b. p berth hay. 
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And four thy God v L any the Lotd: I acquitit- ; 
ing us, that war of reverence to the uged, 
_ owing to want ofithe f uf the Lord 
that dit way of exprefling this fear; is reſpect. 
ful carriage to thoſe, on whom God hab 1d 
this matk of honour. If Aiſpeſpect, Then; is 
Pe lu any, it is much more ſb in el 
dren and yeung perſous, whole" kühcds affd 
dodies ars tilt under diſcipline; and whoſe 
condition, as well as duty, inchleaté af Hu- 
bie miad. Should they, then, ew; or üffect 
to ſhewi, a Contempt of the aged, an uncom- 
mon ne Rr e ribs 1 
from them. o 19292 


Another aggravation of theſ children? $ an, 
is, that Eliſna was a prophet” of the Lord. 
This they well knew, and it was to ſhew 
their contempt of his facted charactet, that 
they reproached him: Being the children of 
idolatrous parents, they affrotited the God of 
 Hrael by vilifying vie of bis prophets. Their 
fin, then, was wilfully prefumptudus; ati 
aroſe from mere Iimpiety. Indeed, the Hei- 
rouſnefß of a erinie always riſes in proyor- 
tion to the dignity of the Perſen, agaĩuſt 
hom it is committed. For alt authority 
; * being alnrntely derived . God, 

NG | the 
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the more facred.1be office is; the, more indig · 


nantly. Mad toſkpts. the contempt of thols, 
who are inveſted with it. Hence, it is the 


<onſtzpt; pyrport of the Old Teftament,— ' 
e that; defpiſeth;: deſpiſeth got man, het 
| Gads” and the & voce of the New. 
«+ He tit besteth you, heareth me; and he 
that defpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me and he that 
deſpiſeth me, dęſpiſeth him that ſent me.“ 
makes; an offence; the more criminal,” & the 
inferiority of the/offender, for the en 2 rn 
Wen his malignity and gulls 

Ae 7 ahi 1 — oy ho a vpen 
this ſw of tie children in its own bei- 
nous nature, in holy zeal called down God's 
vengeauce upon them. We cannot ſuppoſe 
him actuated by ſo mean a paſſion as re- 
venge, ſinee on all occaſions, he appears te 
be endowed, net only. with great temper, but 
extraordinary humanity and compaſſion. Nor 
would God have interpaſed/ to confirss the 
prophet's prayer, had he uttered it to have 
gratißed his own-patſion. He exhibits, then, 
in this inſtance, 8 glorious example of c 
rage and Bae It amen that. 
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waclattacked, >dhd-the- iprefevrel5 HR © Iindica- 
tiow of this honeuf to every other Rtjeimeiſt:s* 
del zi 36202 © 1 H Sotrovii om ol 
— But; indeed, Under tlie Menze dfpeufr- | 
Hott, it was one part of the prophetical office 
to ciftſe; as Well as t bebt. The prop 
ws werb ide abut: of God in order to declare 
his indigttatibn againſt finners, an tent 
therm Wilk eber nt of apptoathing judg-" 
ments. The great evil of fn was hereby 
manifeſted even to the hardened conſcience, 
and When the threatnings detounced Were 
actually fulfilled, others would be admoniſhed 
to fear the wrath of God, and do no more 
wickedly. From” hence we learn the true 
meaning of thoſe curſes,” which are ſcattered 
through the writings of Moſes" and the'pro-" 
phets, and particularly che book of Pſalms.” 
Theſe are not the dictates of an uncharitable 
ſpirit, but ſober and ſolemn imprecations upon 
the enemies of God, uttered by thoſe, who 
were inveſted with his commiſſion, and fpake” 
Cr ne ee erg rom AP) e e 
EN 01 n by Is STE} oe tt oY 
' been; knen e nen 
a commiſſion · Chriſtians muſt content them- 
ſelves een ee roles, which" are eſta- 
a n En Ur 27 42 2 ban 


d ba "M7 
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the plain limits of duty in tlie ſmalleſt in- 
ſtance. The goſpel rule is, © bleſs and 
curſe-not!? If thetefote «ad prefurne to tall 
for God's'writh i upon offenders, under a Pre- 
tence” of duty, we miſtake” both our own 
ſpirit,” and the ſpirit of bor religion; It is a 
certain mark that we indulge à cenſorious 
temper, or what is till worſe; a mere phrenzy 
of the mind, at __ en W TERS 
name of God.” 4 14 . TY. 0 RR 
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"Mach jk will ikis Rey of as TOO 
authorize the cuſtom of callin g down dam- 
nation upon every trivial occaſion. The dif- 
ference between religious and profatic curſe. 
ing is this. The one expreſſes, a_ zeal for 
God's honour, the other a contempt of bim: 
the one enforces the terror of his ſry 
with due ſolemnity, the other prevents the 
conſelence from being duly affected with 
them: the one is juſtifled by obedience to 4 
divine command, Ae other is left without 
excuſe, by intruding upon God's prerogativo. 
Should, then, any of you, who now hear me, 
uſe this impiods licence of the tongue, let ne 


ive 50 this warning. Ceaſe to ſport a a £ 
nger with your own ruin, and remember it a 
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is a. fearful i (6 e ia. On hot 
Wee | {1 1 


| | Thirdly; e paſſed ke. 
tence upon theſe children, than pupiſhment | 
followed; intended, doubtleſs, to promote 
ſome wiſe ends, worthy the interpoſal of the 
Supreme Director. Aud, doubtleſs, one end 
was, that God might e bear 1 
againſt idolatry, eſtabliſh, the credit, and 
promote the intereſt of true religion, For 
the Iſraelites ſeduced by Jeroboam to ſet up 
the worſhip of the calves at Dan and Bethel, 
bad continued gbſtinate in departing from the 
Lord, What wonder is it, therefore, that 
God ſhould interpoſe in ſo ſignal a manner, to 
vindicate his authority in one of the chief 
reſorts of idolatrous worſhippers. And if it 
be conſidered that he required the utter exci- 
Hon of Wolatry,. as intirely ſubyerſive of the 
true faith, it is matter of ſurprize, that the 
whole, city was not deſtroyed, ſince, he had 
OH. often declared, that he is a jealous God, 
9g. wil n ben e 


; "Agother reaſon, de y preſume 1 this 
remarkable. in dgment was, that, God might. 
* bis , .of 0 in children, and 
young 
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ane. Sin is Aale, which hes 
itself carly in de Kutnan Frame. - As ſboll 8 
4 ſenſo of duty is attained/ Yorlcience begins 
to operate q and wherdyer there 104 Conſetertet 
of duty, there a tfanſgreſſtion of kli- duty- 
 itiputed/ Human Jaws have, ihdssd, wildly 
bt a certain age, before wich; chad is/thot 
Indictablevus/ u cftinaf agents But GW, 
his. knowe che Meat, Nie the pferde 
moaſure of guide thatvis ited there.” What. 
ever allo rundes, hen be tndy:heteafter"rhake, 
for à ndgleged educatiotl; for the wealkned'vr 
thildreh's reafo;>0ad otter infirnaitis, whith | 
reid thele imperfo@t/Hite3" yet; wetter 
he corrocts their wickdnesy Be in faprewely 
juſt and equitable. We fee, then, judgment, 
in this inſtance, but it ay by an inſtance of 
| mercy tos; ſince! then Maker „dy depriving 
them of liſe betimes, may-Jeprive them ef 
| the mitans of dompltting the mbaſure of their 
| Wuiltzoby u n cbatinded Wichudneeee 
| 2h dg Iv er aalgioatio 45! i 9201, veg ni 
1 Darhhe»parend of Mete 
allo bort ſorhs ſhare in their peniſmterm) bel 
 exvie/ chey {Rt 'bore' ſhare; in their guilt, 
Hoving' taught them to/;diſhonour the "God 
mut /fornbd>thein; and Torts them te inſuſt 
cu ot his 3 it ws juſt that they 
| T 5 mhould 


s Fulle auchlle Children. 
| woda back the wages. they had paid, 
and nat hear the opprobriogs tale xclated. 
With what enden muſt: they apc 
them? What ofſoods of itears hnerę o ſhed over 
their mangled carcaſes, hen aheh could not 
but reflect that they, thecaſelres wene qthe 
Cuſe of their etched fate... Then chen felt 
the hitterneſs of, woe, mhen-they-potionly; loſt 
the. ſupports of of heir deglipingage,obut were 
gepryed of, dhe, laß conſolation of the! mir 
exahleria.reinge.ap that providence f Gad, 
Which; bad de openly deslared, ↄgainſt them. 
Alb U thr eee eee 
Haghthey taught them the fear; of the Lord. 
thoſsrJanuatigns. wd ve been pre 
| Intel stiert ese  videoinps Bun Cf, 
10 5vn8Nta ne 8d „im If lud ound itt u 
Zalmgbis repreſentations lb parents are ce 
<ragl: They bead, itthiscglaſt, in ht 
manners Gude ithiq raffericestofrtheir = 
children: an ithdy;fee; into he Meir dug 
inſtill into them ſuch principles, as will abide 
ae beo Hod aug n Gonfiderhengimy 
kygthrens: A mapy off yes an ſtaudt am that rela- 
door that upon your treatment of your chiktray, 
i great meaſurei dspends their foturs heppiath | 
vt miſery u yau ſoꝶ motethel ſet dere diniue 
wort 14) Ai 1 N Horn eilt Wan 
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| if wichin them, what- harveſcan, be 
_ expeRed, hut. the increaſe, pf their gyn cor- 
| cups. affe . Ib your, own gxample leads 
phe oh rw t9; Yen, if. hey 
do; dot wander in he fame. paths, fi ri 
Jop. correct. not the cxorbitancigs of 
Pature, will they not gain tenfoldiſtrength, 
habit and. indulgence 2, e, taſk, 10 Which 
xn es renee yn 
and the truſt, repaſed tin, you... far your ghil- 
. e yqur rf Dπꝭm the more 
Weigh b. * n 413013 ot nee 
49:26, „bio nod: 10 *g If ,n 


Examine, then,, yourſelves, dagw-you;; pro- 
vide for that account. The ſucceſs, indeed, 


ot nn ————_— but 
qu ie 2PP9 icNeany{t enſure 
ſe De make, im this huſmſs, God's 


e eee f dr ma 
ki hit or the guſtoms of the warld, 


\9565itful and, deſtructive 5% Do; you: take as 
Fr health and, welfare of 

ir, gulg iss what they ſhall cats and what 
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For what avails it that your childrin We nöt 
Hevourtd of wild beifts, and atfrve to man- 
odd Neuf rot 211" Atfaſters, ir cheit hdtts 
be derupled by evil Mita, ati their fonls the 
| 2 the dt vil afid his angels” Nay, what 
vals it, hat you' gain them friends, that you 
give wier [large poſſeſnons, and provide for 
chein ſtotes f worldly Rapphiteg, if you leave 
chem poor in the fight ef God They Are, 
then, poor indeed 40 dts Wile 
mat Goll 'ealls the fin ef ſucn iraproyrdelit 
parents to their remembrance, cithet'by'the 
_ undutiful behaviour of their children, or by 
the! jeſtie Wat overtakes this] K 
oba „J 30 sd ao 1587 10 bi 
am Pofry there 42116 urgent a rake fbr 
Peeting thele thikgsupoir you. I is wet 
viſible, that parents, im penefalf eſteem it 
part of - their beate to watch over their ef. 
den' ſouls, to bring theth wnder the ychd bf 
chriſtian Ukcipline; and drive away the fs. 
ichneſs that is bound in their hearts. Vlencs 
n i, that a Hard difpoftibh becbmen eat 
fixt and rebted wihin then, fo that” the be“ 
baviour, and the very colfiteridhited' ef theis 
we Mert, tell us what wretthed parete be) 
* GE Hee 2 
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the means to which the promiſes are made. 
Loti chem be diligent in hearing and ifebding, 
the Mord God conſcientious arrobterving 
thürchriſtian fabbath and let goecthe<ftreets 
and; highways; wwneſs:againfiicypu;: and p 
claim. your: ſhametul -negligende:” Let your 
own example go beforetthelm in guary part N 
their duty; nor let evil companions draw. 


them, with. yourcouſent, limo the\ſnavs of 
weg. WN Wie weck Co Toons Ve * & 
| RT > 9 
When their mar man is thus ſubſtanti- | 
ally diſciplined, through the divine bleſſing, 
you will eaſily mold their outward form, and 
adorn it with the moſt aimable carriage. 
Herein: their, words claim a particular regard 
from you. The children of Bethel owed 
their deſtruction to inſolent words. — 
them, then, the language of grace and mo- 
deſty; that they may avoid a pert and unbe- 
coming fomvardueſs; teach them the filent, 
and yet expreſſive, language of an humble 
mind. With regard to their demeanor; in- 
ſtruct them to reverence God's image; and" 
God's repreſentatives; to carry themſelves 
reſpectfully to all their ſuperiors ; and to prac- 
tiſe love, equity, W Is one to- 
- A AE cnn) ipir . Wc wards | 


\ 


ge 


% 


ven deliber nem you ape be 
inſtrumental in extending virtue, religion, 
. and: happineds, to future generations; which, 
that we maygall do in our never vocations, 
may God, of his inſinite meren grant, through 
eee 9008 5 ASS * 7 
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FF: is impoſiible to deviſe a more EDT, 
motive, to the conſecration, of ourſelves 
to the ſervice of God, than that which ariſes 
from our redemption by the death of Chriſt. 
It is an argument of univerſal obligation and 
extent, It carries conviction with it to every 
underſtanding, and there are none fo ignorant, 
but if they diſregard it, it will leave them 
without excuſe. Attend then, my brethren, 
you that call yourſelves Chriſtians, and 
hearken to the words of the Apoſtle, — « Ye 


are not your own; for ye are bought with a 
price; therefore, glorify God in your Ws 
and in your ſpirit, . are Gods... 
det 5 2 


on 
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Indeed, we are originally the property of 
God. It Mile That, hüth fade ds, and not 
we ourſelves. We have nothin 8. therefore, 
that we can properly call our own. Thoſe 
things which we eſteem 1, as the endow- 
ments of our bodies, and the faculties of our 
ſouls, being the work of the great Creator. 
Much leſs have we an independent title to 
the things about us, to whigh, if we ſet up a 
claim, we rob the true ptoprietor. They, 
who are the leaſt willing to d their depend- 
ance upon God, are in his hands, as: clay in 
the hands of the potter. The Lord is King, 
be the people never ſo impatient; his 4 2 
mies ſhall do homage | to his name, an 
| willingly « contribute to his ; glory. © 


_—_ >. 
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Man, indeed, thou gh hs had no right what- 
ever to make over to another, yet yery early 
defrauded God of that ſervice which was his 
due. © He Was ; terpted, and he fell. Hence 
arole, on the part of man , jealouſy, and aver- 
ion, to the divine government. But none 
can rebel againſt his Maker, but he becomes 4 
child of miſery and 'wretchedneſs. Fo or "he 1 is 
devoted tothat puniſhment, which the Juſtice 
of God demands a againſt- t che diſobediept. 
Hence ariſe the parigs of tendorſs Withm him, 

22 and 


age af 

cal al! ade death, which" Witgs Bic 
into bondage. And Mogg, Hoch pig 
or habit;"he'ſhoutd be 4 contehred vaſtal; and 
imagine 'Himfelf free; this very delufion cort- 
tributes v malte bim a tore abject fare. 
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"this, men, the ſtate of man? Do the f 


dete vf the creation end iti this? God for- 
bid he is redeemed from this ſtate, and as he 
has, through mercy, recovered the privileges 
be had loſt, . 
to walk in new neß wo e 
„ eie DS 44k 15 2401 230 ed. 
7 These therefore, to conſider, by God's 
aſſiſtance, his redemption and deliverance by 
Jeſus Chriſt; and, 3 the inference” 
vu the Apoſtle” draws” from hence, 
*'Glbrify God in yo boch; and in your 
ſpirit e Nee wr TG n bene ot 
And firſt, 3 nn — 
pears from the whole © economy of = 
chriſtian .covenant. | The” ſtate” of grace 7 
called a ſtate of liberty and happinels, 0 ces, 5 
and ſecurity. In order to attain” this, ia 
had nothing to recommend kun; lle ac. 
nothing but milly to cal Gown! "pity: K. 
quarrel between the Chester and the e 
8 | * muſt, 


mull vim . bee aged the de. 

truQion aß che, creature. Flad man been 
brought, to la ſenſe of this, ig Would have 

fixt his deſige ypon. ne, able and Willing to 

ſtand between him and divine juſtice; to pay 

a ſatisfying price, to recover the honour of the 
divine law, and fulſil perfect , rightcouſngh, 
to ſubdue the powers, of death and Satan ; able 
and willing ta give him ſtrength to attain 
ſpiritual health, and the divine likeneſs, by 
overpowering his carruptians, and imparting 
to him that © holineſs, without which ne man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. ”” Such an one as this is Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. In him we haye redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveneſs | of 
aur fins, according to the riches. of his grace. 
This is the foundation of our hope, God 
beheld the world lying in apoſtacy 3 yet, be 
ſo loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life.“ His death was the finiſhing ſeene of 
his agonies, and labours, the full payment of 
the price, which. juſtice. required, and loye 
freely offered, Surely we may ſay of this 
price, What Job faith of wiſdom,—* It can-. 
not be valued with the gold of Opbir, with 
ae A onyx, Mol the, fapphire. |, The 
| topaz 
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beer af Bchiopia Lhall, not equal it, neither 
ſhall: it be valued with pure gald.”'— As,” 
 faith;;the, Apoſtle, * qe were, not redeemed 
with gorruptible things, as' ſibver and gold, 
rom gouf vain converſation, received by tra- 
dition from: your fathers, but with the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb, without 
blemiſh, and without ſpot.” His ſpotleſs ; in- 

nogence enabled him to fulfil. the law, and 
his ee ed death, to pay the ranſom of 
the inſolvent. His nature rendered 


him, capable of, obeying, and dying, and his 
divine extraction conferred an infinite value | 


on ne 18 Fringe ec! = 
; 


2A 


as vil on 9 


Ard is a 5 from. 5 power of 
Satan, that old ſerpent; who. tempted our firſt 


parents, and prevailed ; who, ſtill deceives the 
nations, and rules in the children of diſobe- 


dience. Chriſt. hath. bruiſed that bead, and 
ſubdued chat; tage, which is ever ready to de- 
ſtroy. He is now chained within limits, 
which he cannot exceed, and is to be over - 
come by the blood of the Lamb, His ac- 
 euſing power is alſo, now rebuked. Armed 
with the ſtrength of Chriſt, the true Chriſtian 
n «It is God that 

1 Il. e * 
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170 hd? yea; HAther, chat is rien 

Sc WhG fall be able to pluck us ff Hs 
Mctoribus hand?“ Nor ſhall the tortnerting 
power of Setah, the Reon death, prevail 
Wuft the tegeetbed! but they: füll bs the 
prielts br Gödd and of Chit. 2 boold eus. 
r ee ah qt in ba: Htrigld 
Thb xufſfe of he ee 
hack 16 loft its condetnhiaticn * 8 
math fedeemied us from the curſe of the law. 
He Hith ““ Railed it +6 his ctofs,” fuith che 
Apoſtle, and cancelled there chat bons, Which 
it had againſt us. The terrors, Win 0 Rich * 
was cloathed, concern only thoſe, who live 1 in 
cbtiternpt '6f him, who died for them: © For 
bpoh Hitn its [everett penalties were executed; 
an cXitdple” to the Whole World, /how terri- 
ble is offered juftise. lefg ſucecrds to 
mafetidtivn, aud che 4MiQidhs" ef the fe: 
deemed, origmally the punifhinent of ff; A 
Tow the triaks cher Faiths, "ah the chaiſe. 
wien of fiber On e e t 
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fing e 
. de Chriſtln eb vertint Litictifſeb, 8 
Well as faves, © WIIGIbe ber CtenfHtteth 80 5 
5 he ſervaiit Uf fin; "bit the re Chitin r 
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ed ſervant. Hut 4 fon. This crowms 
l the reſt; and if this pe unacemmpliſhed the 
nice may be paid, but we Have not accepted 
it: the tanſom is recorded on high, hut its 
effects are loſt upon us. For ta what end did 
he give! himſelf for us L let the apoſtle dę- 
clare, that he might fedeem us from all 
1 1 4 and purify unte bimſelf a Oe" 
people, nn works ö SKerddg 
13771 eri! £133 It 10 10. 3 16 | 
heilt, they, hath left N 8 
which we wanted. The greatneſs of his love 
is amy te be equslled by the glories: of that 
Lilvation it confers. upon us. What return, 
theby; ſhall we: make for all this kindneſs? 
"Thou Laid" of life, thou inexhauſtible foun- 
tain of mercy, oh let not aur tangues be de- 
Acer aß thy Rey .nor e ee 
of n b. 
ib avil 046158 EVE Il de 


Which ee Sy, to conſider 
the obligation we are under of glorifying 
God both in our bodies and in our fouls. 
Indeed, God's abfolute glory can neither he 
onerbaſad, nor diminiſhed by our feeble efforts. 
Hig:excellencies ſhine with an eternal luſdat, 
and though bie ſpreads diffufive: happinels 
thidygh the creatign, he fectives it only rum 
live U 2 himſelf 
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himſelf. This makes him the object of uni- 
verſal and unbounded praife. ' As in him all 
perfection dwells, it is fit, it is juſt, that other 
- beings ſhould: acknowledge this, and teſtify 
their dependance. To the author of every 
_ -good gift, it is neceſſary that the tribute of 
thankſgiving. ſhould be paid by thoſe, h 
receive the good of all his bounty. For tlie 
exerciſe of this love regards our happineſs 
alone, and every offering of praiſe tranſmitted 
to his A880 returns . e | hr 
* 0 TS 4 "7 
Nor do the e of Ae coly 


7 dis? the bleſſings of redemption compel it 
alſo. All our ſervices are engaged, and yet 
are inſufficient. The love of Chtiſt con- 


ſtraineth us,“ faith the Apoſtle, · becauſe we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then wert 
all dead: and that he died for all, that they 
which live, ſhould not henceforth live unto 
e, but unto him which died for 
them.“ As ſoon as the price was paid, he 
claimed the purchaſe. At our baptiſm, we 
have acknowledged this: times withdut num- 
ber, we have promiſed allegiance to our Lord. 
Indeed, after all our ſervices our debt.femairis; 
nor can we in eternity cancel our obligations 
to our Redeemer. Through endleſs ages, they 
ie 5 will. 
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will eficreaſe-upon us, and demand Nill louder 
 forigs: Happy ſhall we be in this, that his 
ſervice is freedom and delight, and the greater 
is the weight of what we owe, the up 
er e e 1 8 
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at berthuen, if we Sk the wud 
_ Chriſt in heaven, we muſt begin the work of 

Chriſt on earth. Our bodies, as well as ſouls,” 
muſt. join in this ſervice, ſince both are 
redeemed by his blood. Our bodies are his 
temples, and therefore muſt not be defiled 
with any impurity. No idol muſt fit in that 
holy place, or inhabit there even in ſeetet. 
Every luſt is a robber, an invader of the pro- 
noted wer He will by no means accept 
a; polluted offering, nor can we glotify, 
brig unleſs we keep ourſelves unſpotted from 
the world. Every ſpecies of intemperance 
muſt be baniſhed. No drunkard can i honour. 
God: no adulterer can be a diſciple of him; 
who is a teacher and example of ſelf-denial. 
Say not, then, thou Cnfoalif, that thou burteſt 
none but thyſelf. Thou woundeſt thy Re- 
deemer, and ſinneſt _ . 5705 of 
bio tr ag oct 8 1217/90 
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. God glorified) 
Bst 4b we are to glorify God with» bur 

bodies, our tongues muſt not be ſilent in his 
praiſe; By the tongue, we givt utterantie ti 
our gratitude, we atteſt às much as we are 
able, that we live under a ſenſe of divine dd 
It is acknowledged, indeed, that the heart 
muſt correſpond ' with our declarations But 
the :pratitude of the heart cannot be confined 
in ſilent meditations.” Tb ſing bleſſing and 
glory to him, who ſitteth upon the thront, is 
che employment '6f the hoſt of hebven z; to 
offer the ſume tribute is the buſineſs of thoſe. 
whi dne lay hope to ee 88 that 
5 8 E e Stat |. 32681161 WTI 7 1 en 
eie 218 id 587TH 11 ada Fn {vl 

7 Nor is the MUD? mul bee 8 
bodies; in dur prayers, too great a 'ſubtaiffioh 
to Hm, who humbled Himſelf much lower 
for us. Bodily infirtnity will excuſe the ſup- 
plicant from this. But what hall Wed 
thoſe, who approach this King af kings, with 
les :revetence, than an earthhy prince, wh 
tfead theſe ſacredi Courts, and by their rude 
dertieanor inſult that majeſty, *who dwelleth 
here? Let us, my brethren, :knbw: ourſebves 
better, and know that Gd Better, 'whb HA 
right to all the homage we can pay. Angels 

prol rate themſelves at H footſtool ; and * 

6 W 
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dab re u and aſhes, cn only lament, chat 
gur Jowelt eee * A, Ml 
Jove. ene : 4 4 444th 
| Swans 62g Sar 385) TS} ceda. 25 
he kt inſtance 1 fall mention of ge 
Hing God in qur,bogjes, is the ſuffering, and 
even dying for, him, whenever he calls. us to 
it. Having received ,mych. trom- him, we 
muſt advance his. honour without —_— 5 
the price it coſts us. Whenever, theteſp, 
our ſufferings contribute, to .exemplify. his 
love, r indicate his truth, We JIE. chear- 
Aully.to, undergo them - Indeed, fo gracigys 
aMaſter, is the maſter of gur hearts, that his 
ſevereſt trials, if We ourſelves, ate faithful, 
prove in the end the marks, of: his Kindnatg, 
and work for us a more exceeding and eternal | 
Narr of glory. 


6.3.40 ae. 1 'G: <A 8 * 
1 Ad torbe the inſtrumepts 
of Godis honour, for they are bis, purchaſe, x 
and peculiarly; fitted for his ſer vice, Mhen 
gwe; qircurpęiſe the heart, we, then ſhew  gur 
wlhogoels, to give. a full divorce, to, the deeds 
ol the gld man, and ſexve. the Jyord, in fince- 
crity. Bodi, devices are of no, yalue,, than 
38, they proceed, from this in ward, couſecra- | 
tion. Chiiſtians, * Stacker 
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beart with ll diligendd* tö iy W 
pourity, to preſerve the irttaginatiom chaſte, 
- and their thoughts holy and heavenly. It is 
only by this ſervice, that we make a freewill 
offering of our ſouls unto God, and commit 
them to him as to a faithful Creatot. He is 
the grand object of the renewed affe&ions, 

and the centre to which they tend. We 
then run the way of his commandments, -we 
deſire to promote his glory and ſpiritual king | 
dom, and we experience the freedom, dig- 
"nity, and honour reſulting from hence. On 
the contrary, we cannot be ſaid to glorify 
God in our ſpirits, if we know not what 
ſpititual ſervices are, and are content with 
giving God a little out ward en ae 
world our inward-eſteem, | | 


Aether method of W God it in our 
ppirits, f is, by ſubmitting to his will, and con- 
forming to all his diſpenſations. Patience in 
pain and ſickneſs, reſignation in adverſity, 
contentment in a low eſtate, and humility in 
all conditions, are virtues peculiar to thoſe, 
who have the Lord for their God, and Chriſt 
for their Redeemer, It is God's buſineſs to 
command; it is our's to hearken and adore. 
To theſe muſt be joined an unreſervad obe. 
dience, 
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dhe Widbe — or diſputing, 9 
that whether we live, we live unto the Lord, 

or whether we die, we die unto the Lord. 
All our acts of duty to our fellow. ereatures 
(and they are many, ) are conſecrated by this 
living and looking to God. Without this, 
they "_ PPT Tre pe 
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eſſential to prayer and devotion. If this be 
wanting here, all is wanting, God3s'® ſpirit, 
and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth. They dier 46 76. 
deemed by him are privileged to hold com- 
munion with him. When they are alone, 
they are bleſſed with his preſence: when they 
contemplate unbounded love, it is a ſource of 
happineſs, that never fails, ſince theit ſpirits 
are unable to * the _ _ 
" it | W 

„r you avs ben pr and 
the foundation of it. Let no man, then, 
deceive himſelf, as if Chriſt had done all, and 
freed us from our obligations. No; they are 
bound more forcibly upon us. So long 48 
creatures bear à relation to their Creator, fo 


laat as dhe re dees une bought with a pad ot 7 


298 God gloryied. 
& long as, [the ſpirit is poured forth to,purify 
and exalt, our ſouls; ſo long as we hayeaffec- 
tions capable of love, ſouls ſuſoeptible of im- 
provement, bodies to preſent a lining di- 

dice ; ; fo long as we, have a rule to Walk by, 
ootomandments to abey, and a Judge to judge 
the ſocrots of men according to his guſpel, 10 
long will our obligations ee and n 
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cee it bann let no man deceive him- 


8 ak. Make not the name of Chriſt an anti- 


nomian charm; dread the depravity of that 
deluſion, which would make him the miniſter 
of fin, But let every man examine himſelf, 
by the only true principles of religion. Can 
each of you, then, my brethren, lay his hand 
Price, and therefore am devoted to the {ervico 
of my Lord. Do you eſteem his ſervioe to 
be freedom, and prefer it to the moſt tempt - 
ting offers, which, the world can make? Are | 
vou drawn by, the bands of love, and ſiuflu- 
tenced thereby, do you, find his yake,;to. be 
caſy, and his burden light? This is the rea- 
ſonable, neceſſary, ;and;; delightful ſervice. 
This is the teſt of ꝗaur acceptance with. God. 

I you are the ſer vants. of. fig, ac. he n, 
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of mammon; or I e e idols. 
vainly puffed up by your fleſhly- mind, you 
act as if Job. were your own maſters, 5 
forget the price that was paid for you. 
though you are alienated from your pr | 
you cannot deprive him of his property and 
right. Vou cannot free yourſelves from the 
obligation that detains you, nor flee beyond 
the limits of his kingdom... God will be glo- 
rified in you: ſelf- conviction will follow rebel- 
lion, and his blood will be required at your 
hands, Be, then, no more as © ſheep: going. 
aſtray, but return to the Shepherd and Biſhop 
of your ſodls. This very day he calls you; 
and whom he calls he will receive. There 
is work in his witteyard för All his hired ſo 
 vaiits ; chere is u place, in his Bather's houle, 
for all che penitent and trufy obedient. That 
we tray cbtnply With his ivitatiotts, and at 
length partake of his glories, God of His inff- 0 
nite” were Ha, "through Jeſus Chriſt our 
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GINCE, ; in the Old ie the = 
and the prophets bear an eſpecial. refe- 
rence to Chriſt, the Meſſiah, as their end and 
completion; ſo that they meet in him, as their 
true and proper centre, it was neceſſary that 
they ſhould point out his birth by the cleareſt 
' notices, in order that the expectation of men 
might be raiſed, and thoſe who waited for the 
redemption of Iſrael might receive their wc 
| born Saviour with confidence and e ld 
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Ae n oly, the patriarch Jacob foretels 


that Shiloh was to come before the total diſ- 
4 ſolution 
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ſolution of the jewiſh government. The 
prophets Haggai and 'Malachr deterrnine his 
appearance before the deſtruction of the {&- 
cond temple And Daniel, more expreſaly, 
fixes the manifeſtation of the Meſſiah, frum 
the time of the perſian edict to reſtore. Jeru- 
dora with uncertain ſteps, in ſeeking the infant 
Jeſus, Micah declares the place of his nativitx 
to be Bethlehem in Judea ; the roman em- 
pero by his decree for the enrolment of | 
everyiperſon).in his own city, unknowingly 
cocoperating with the decrees of the Moſt 
High and preparing the way for the birth 
4 more auguſt king than himſelf, whoſe 
kingdom was to be indeed univerſal, 9259 
Pee ene NG +: | W nn 
n * „none 
„ Tbe fiook; Ge: which "Fs was to FG 
was to be that of Abraham, of Judah, of 
David. The perſon, of whom he was to be 
born, was to be «YO: [144 Behold,” ſays 
the prophet; Iſaiah, * 
child, and ſhall - being forth a ſon, and ſhall 


call his natne Emmanuel.” This virgin was 


WWW 
and 
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„a virgin ſhall be with - 
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= . eser. 
whl 2 oll lass And 
was to ralf up Chriſt, io ft en his thronr. 
-Ih the — — 
event was to take plate, whilſt-they were at 
Dethlehen, the days were accompliſhed 
that. ſhe inůild be delivetedz and the brought 
forth her ſiaſt born fop, and wrapped him in 
ſwaddhingltlothes, and laid him in x manger, 
becuuſe oy was! 16; room for them / in the 
un.“ 15 I Sn 8 dle: , 215 
<9 G6010% 905 Fg ig anal 5 91 
Before we proceed tothe immediate ſubieſt 
of the text, we cannot but obſtve tie o 
. Aiſtent aſpect, which the birth af Ohriſt ore 
to His errand in the word. Ag Hie entraude = 
into life, he had no ötheg lodging than a 
ſtable; there was no room, in a wretched 
inn, for the Son of God) Would; then, a 
magnificent palace have been a proper recep- 
tacle for tho divint babe ? In the ee of the 
ignorant and proud, it might have added tochis 
Auſtre. But the earth had laſt its glory through 
ia; there was no real honcur in 'preatnefl,. 
nor worth in ſpheudour; and the very jneas- 
nation of Chiiſti us it "ſhtwed the! depührlof 
miſery, into Which man was fallen, — 
19 1 whatever. diguitp be denmbe 0 Cds, 


ts Bb n, ee 
pen U Werle Re could receive none from 
N. The mean of Chriſt's birth was u plain 
imat of this errand; and's fir prelude to 
me 99, de afterwards endured. So chat 
Wat NEG itito life, he had no other 
——9——— bender cards! pProfeſſes 
ef * Foxes have holes, andthe bird 
orethe a bude teſts,” bot the So og m 
hath aur FRere-40 wy His head. f bote 
AY Rrag5hrs7”:; 9g v 00?) 1:59 guide. 
ws; Neveithaes, I — de w 
ber left without a With!» Angelic legion 
Wer che Hew.- Born King, and delivertle = 
| meflage; With heaventy melody,” Whit 
W bee SAN of ſuch tidings ta thielE, 
ue Febice in the thiiphay of the d ius Per. 
fections, and the eka freight et wet 
UW. Rapp) munffon are going 90 be f 
pfleniſbed with unnumbered muftitudes td 
Joit is their tarmonious ſongs!“ För, if Hefe 
be joy in heaven, at the converſion of ner, 
much more at the incarnation of a Saviour. 
Defightfi) chere, for angels thenfelves to 
Tonteimplate, 268” ci this urtfathomable 
inflarice of bitte love! Well, therefore} hy 
they make heaven and lurch relbüfd with ers 
Joyful abela mation, Glory to God! in ce 
95 and on us aa ooch nr s. 


wards 
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and, . wien be — — 
together, righteouſneſs and peace killed och 
other.” But, notwithſtanding theſe glorious 
beings. exhibited ſuch. raviſhing ſcenes, their 
commiſſion was ſuited to the humility of the 
new-bgrn, Saviour; for, they declared, cheſg 
tidings, of ſalvation to a few ſhepherds, em 
watching their flocks by night: teaching us, 
hereby, that, innocence and humility are of 
more value, than earthly wiſdom, or earthly L 
greatneſs, The wiſe and noble would per- 
haps not have believed the meſſage, though 
delivered by, angels; as they afterwards. re- 
. jected his miracles, becauſe not atteſted with 
the credentials they expected: whereas, theſe 
poor ſhepherds, rich in faith, immediately 
ed the heavenly ſummons, and found 
Mary and ne and ths bas 1 in a 
n COH $89 EPI Wor 33:4 
Joe . r 
md. our ans py this in 
Ae, ſubject, if we conſider, firſt, the 
ſiurpaſſing dignity of the perſon born; ſecondly, | 
the end and defign of his birth; and, laſtly, 
draw ſome N 4 which, ir from the 


commemoration. of it. no. ban edge | 
5 Pt, 


P8920 ee 
Worn 1 1 elde, N 1 
5 te works Z we {ould Bavs beet 
42590 dtant 2255 ir lot been revealed 
by Mirdel?? ” Add, How i i. revedled,; there 
8 1 F left pt to Wonder, 16 believe, 
aud t0 l re, It is no point of colitroverly, 
bit. of devotion, and of gratitude, when we 
are told, that in the beginning the Word 
- was: wy God, aud the Word was 'God.” 
If we believe the ſcriptures, we muſt believe 
chat ke Was in the form of God; that he 
was „ the brightneſs, of his glory, and the 
refs image of his perſon.“ . am Alpha 
9 ror VN Ao the beginning and 
N tlie nh the firſt a and the laſt declaring, 
hereby, bes eternity of his nature, which is 
an itcõünicabld 'property of God hicafelf. 
Fhls ig likcwiſe applied to bim by St. Paul, 
4, Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, and to- 
day, and for ever." . So that by nature par- 
ur de the divine efſence, we need not 
woutler;: "that be exerted, -jointly with the 
4 an almight) power. Fer . by bim 
ale ali things/creatsd; that ire in heave 
ikat are in tarth; viſible and ir f l . 
they be chrönes, or dominion, © or goa 
tics,” or powers ; all things were created by 
. for bim: datt e i before A 


36 Dink of Git 
him all, things copGſ.! How 
and by b 9 THTORh 


then, is the myſtery of go 
ef the incarnation gt the, gre, Joo 


He, ho Was gloriqus hefpra, all worlds, NP 
the, glory hich, he ty with. Pho .Fath 
| 8 PvE Wh With h man 


« ing of ings and lor e om 
an. Gon of a ſervant, Hey wh o made I 


worl was conteſt t appear a5 @ ter: 
fon. He, who 1 is titer es 1 


cas to the in 55 itte $of Lig 50 
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ty 3 in "whom. rn 2 nll 86.2 0s .of 
wiſdom, and knowledge,” did at diſdain. to 
Veil bis underſtanding, and to grow in wiſ⸗ 
dom, as a man. condeſcenßon 
this, undertaken ſurely . for. 7 rar, 
Worthy its ide ae 
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6 "Which brings. me, ee 6 
che end, and deſign of God appearing, in the 
. character of our Emmanuel. of: ERIN 

this, to anſwer the. . gracious purpole. o od 
Els rds man, in reſtoring him to. himſelf, 
purpoſe kept in view, from his fall 
complete redemption... No ſooner. had be 
HRS and brought. forth fin, and death. 
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2 ; 


given man power of obedienee, nor eoinf57t 
for diſobedience, The more ſtrict the ſervice 


i required, the more” fatal would hive been 


the-conloquences of its negle &. Wherewith; 


fn the Lord be pleaſed with thoolands 


pfopitime”offended juſtice ! No: 4 faticfue- 


tion tut be made, adequate to ehe 'trank 


the l,; born, prepared, enabled 40-reftore 
it to Its digniky, and fatisfy its demands. He 


God, to take away the fins of others. Being 
born of a woman, he became liable to fuſſer- 


nl alt their — than che er- 
pent Was threatened with à mortal bruiſe; 


aud han 2s entitled; by promiſe; to expel 
one Giſtant remedy for his woes. No law} 


however ſpiritual in its nature, could hive 
i660ftiplithed cis, I could neither tee 


then, Ahall man come before the Moſt High 


of rams?? Wü the 'moſt oöſtiy ſacrifices 


preflion ; and therefore, in the fulneſs of 
time God ſent forth his Son, made under 


was in veſded, therefore, with a body like unte 

our's, that he might ſuffer for fin, in the fame 
nature that finned ; and being without in 

himſelf, might become the potleſs' Land of 


ing; and being the Son of God, his ſufferings 


were of infinite value, able to atone: for the 
bio" odaad and — 
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It 


rid. -cChriſt; thong hoped: Shir plate 
and.-gplys; Saviour, At was: the(;buſinels:of 
his life, from his, cradle to bis-crob, ctorfulfil 
| the woll of our tedemption. His) infinite 
dignity! was juſtly. proportioned; ti our ien 
nels; and; beg freedom of his grave fer 
| ippatence,and, bondage, 10 10 00 fam nfs 
iu offs Brit ct oT .oociorbodotib 101 
Ac e m his .- body, he: hatb:;ajoned, 
for; our fas, fo. by taking our; nature. upon 
him, be hath reſtored, that dignity, whichiwe. 
had: forfeited, ,As, by ſin, wi loſt the bright-, 
neſs of the divine image, ſo/ by our uni 
with Chriſt Gur bead, we are became the 
ſons of God. As a proof of this, behold, there 
is a mag in heaven! For, Chriſt hath carried 
that body thither, Which he made his own 
in which, he now ſits at the right band: of 
the Father, whilſt he beholds it, with divine 

_ complacency, as the firſt- fruits of the re- 
deemed; and in Which, he will come with 
glory to judge the world. O Lord, hat 
is man, that thou art thus mindful of him, 
and the fon ot Xn" thou. doſt "II 
bim e KY; * 1 10 214 
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that we may e him a8 our Saviour, and 


our Lord! As he hath made us kings and 


and hurnility ia um become ane with hin, 
by faith and love. For to what purpoſe is 
he born to us, bebe ior Barn again n ou 


een ee e wich — ever. 
more, hd let tbe fſopred- = 
whinks fame af #9 fre H. apprecchings 
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modes —— 
ſuperſtition, often reſide in the ſame breaſt. 
Arx genddahz te orſt o mòꝭa feel dts bitter- 
"neſs, obuth in he preſerit rn vodations,, 
and the future evils they: forebod a n 
chould eee ee 3 en ä 


the juſtice of their puniſfiment. But they 


which tbrey ſometimes invite byf their folly; 
or: provoe by their preſumption, , will force 
thom. t0-confels; tliat there is 4 God, ho 
—— eee 
— end data bunwichkünstelenc, br 
the: ſarrow- they occafion'evapotates'3- theit 
reſolutions: of amendment are forgotten; and 
their very marks of cbntrition ate e. 
by the next / temptation n is offered. 
805 eilt d Nein tut Häns 200 
The Jews, eee benen; 
able inſtance of this depravity, even during 
the time of their: calamity. Their) captivity 
in Babylon was an awful proof of the divine 
diſpleaſure. Baniſhed from the land of their 
bativitys and, what is more, from the land 
of prattuſe, theybeheld their country ruined; 
their temple, once the ſeàt af the divine 
preſamce, demoliſiedꝝ and themſelves expoſed - 
to mockery andninſult. Their liarps were 
na ſilent to the ſongs of pfaiſe; and they 
hack nothing left but to faſt and mourn for 
their iniquities. They did faſt and mourn; 
they obſerved the ſeaſons of humiliation; for 
ſeventy years together; they acknowledged 
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the nature of true/tepentanive; and the ſere 
pn required. Notwithſtanding 
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that .they' thould' nat hear”? | Their very : 
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in our hypoctitical faſts, our noglected und 
under cotnection and general forgetfulneſs of 
God We, too, regard nit him in our ſan 
2 cts. of religion: we pour not out our. fouls 
| befor him, whoſe majeſty we have offended; 
Therefore, we draw near to him only withrour 
bps: liberal of that, which coſts us nothing, 
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keth not. Need I bring evidence of dne 
Even they. who: profis religion, the com- 
paratively good, will amply ſopply-iti: Hor 
often, my brethren, do we approach theſe - 
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did the firength: of our corruptions weak 
eneil within us d After we have renounted : 
them, times without number, do they not 
Kill tetutn upon us Do: not the ſame man- 
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1 thati/though 
called to — pie 


bee dh times 
eatened; ee 0 the ſtated 
Werbe pr: 
1 fay, ere 


tional immoralities; 
u 
nder this /abuſe of the 


means: 
of grace, 
degenerate — 
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ꝙ— cot whore 
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| heart! hardens itſalf agaihſt. ſcorpion 
32s 


gradually: 
loſes 
s its alarming proſpects; 
and 
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ority to avert the judgments; with 


geance; this emboldens us, and drives 
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1 theſe ad the ae tur Shear 10 
formation; may we not addfefs._ the pebple of | 
this land, as the ptoptiet addreſſed che Houſe 
of Iſtacl 2 Did 50 st all faft ute me, Cell 
ei“ Did ye not father falt, that' ye rhight 
ſoothe your conſeienees fot a ſeaſon, and re: 
torm the more peaceably and ſeufely to you? = 
fins? And whilſt fore few' moarnet Witt 
 eontrite hearts, did not others Efitk iifquity 
ke water, make their facts ww pa | 
eee 18 * 
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Ration; and they wilt be found in perfect | 
barmetiy wich each other. The end is re 

newed obedience, and the nature of it con- 
fiſts in thoſe things, which. are a part thereof, 
and contribute to promote it. Abſtinence, —_ 
Vor. II. | ® © then, "| 
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32 . 5 
then y tan inſtrument of . repentance," 8 
dcomeß of important uſe, {1 It is not indeed to 
A : ſed for itſelf; much leſs is!3t to be eſteemed = 
ritęrious Work. But: it is a decent at · 
on. ſorrows and a depriving of the 


1 body of. its wonted ,gratifieations is a natural 


espręſfigmef the contritian of the ſoul. For, 


 » paſſion, that, the ſouf 8 ſometimes debaſed. 


do we really feel in ourſelves the burden of 


fin? Is our mind occupied with heavineſs for 


| tranſgreſſion % Under this preſſure, we ſhall 


neither bay time, nor inclination, for the 
indulgence; af the body. It is owing to its 
loth and indolener that the ſoul- is clogged, 
in its endeaw ours to aſpire; after the ſupreme 

felicity, „At is owing to its ſenſuality and 


and. rendered incapable of enjoying, It is 


| hens bor every Chriſtian. always to 


ep bis body in ſubjection to the ſoul, to 


z — 5 hardyck. as a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt,“ and frequently. to withdraw thoſe 


5 g which afford fuel for prevailing 


So that deploring his iniquities with 


ſincerity and ſorrow, his prayers may be 


Winged with fervency, and give n and 
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righteoulnels unto the Lord: - 


Ts ailinib ws a ze in ritual mobrn - 
ing for our fins, Who is' * that does not 


acknowledge fin to be a matter of lamenta- 
tion, fitice it Tobs u of our God? When fe 
light of his countenance is departed' from Us, 
our very corhforts loſe their” reliſh,” and our 
expectations are involved in darkflefßs, lt © 
' the ſhadow of death. When a man, then, 
is conſcious (and who may not be conſcious?) 
that he has often forgotten God,—that'though 
a creature, he has not had the diſpoſition. of a 
creature, that he has rebelled againſt - his 
Maker, and fought againſt him, weak and 
wretched as he is,—that he has ſpurned at 
the love of his Redeemer, oppoſed: his own 


what calls are here for pungent ſorrow! sin 

is indeed miſery, and when it is felt as ſuch, 

it is not to be ſoothed by proſperity and ſelf- 
indulgence, nor filenced by forgetfulnefs. In 
the mean time, our very ſecurity ſhould#raiſe 
ſuſpicion, and the diſorder ſhould be attacked 
before its progreſs is completed. Its progreſs 
is indeed gradual, but its danger is certain, 
and its deſtruction comes ſuddenly, and at an 
inſtant. Let every one, then, that profeſſes 
penitence, mourſi now, thůt he mourn not 


IO 7 none proclaim peace; whilſt 
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convictions, and reſiſted his gentle Spirit, _—_ 
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bebe ang coperite. ſpirit, Since then gus | 


» trapſgrefſions. have been public + potorious, 


i our. orrgw,, in this hour and opportunity - 
of bu iliazion, be ng.lels exident and falemn. 
Such mgurving will be the only męans of our 
elcaping z and our flowing in ar hi HER: 


Ts 00-00 ceaping a. Jag: gfe oO 


4+ 10 1 141 1 is 7 4 18319 & 


But let us, take. heed, left the indignation 
aint our fins evaporate in mere ſorrow. 
The. heart muſt be wrought, upon by. con- \ 
trition, till a thorough. change of life is eß- 


| fefted. Our love to the law of God, and 


our averſion to ſin, muſt accompany each 
other. Sin bas. occaſioned the loſs of the 


divine image: unholy creatures can bear no 


reſemblance to a juſt and holy God. There- 


tore, N the divine image be reſtored, and the 


„ Pliſhoreat. 


* formed, * Which after. God is 


| ereated in righteouſack, and true holinefy” 


penitence wants its proper end and accom- 
Therefare, the prophet, after. 
reprobating,, the, jewiſh ,faſts,  ſhews thats 
real Wortißcatien of iin, and the genuine 


_ 3 fruits.of 


9110 humiliation. | 


hy 


hüumhiation-. Is not this the ſaſt that 1 
haue choſer? to looſe the bands of wickeds 
not, to undo the lieavy burdens, and torks 
tho or ſſed go free ? is it not to n 'thy - 
bre at toi the hüngry, and perform the dEr 
> pfficeswhach, charity and humanity require? 
Andwe Chriſtiaus are taught to add to our 
faiih virtur to our devotioi clarity. We 
maſt hot ſpare cue evil paſſion; no mortiſ⸗ 
ut; bodies that we may indulge the fpiritoal 
ins df pride, malice, unchuritableseſs, ie 
vaucei But that Chtiſtꝰ may! be fopme a 
ug e inuſt ſtudyodhili te reſemble t RI 
That we be not aw babs in Ohrifty ive 
moſt not be alway beginhing and ahoay 
hoitering, but preis ebe tr ee 
go vatd petri 9! Ac om. n 0 
e 1A. gw net t 0 qu 8 
Should theſe works appear Aiffichtn, Chi 
tians are not left deſtitute of help, or f power; 
to accompliſh them. In the ſufferings of their 


they haue tiff of ent with which 
they are invited to cloſe. Chriſt 1 
upon the brot is one of the weft 


arguments ta give depth and ſinoerſty do ourjn 
WW 
Aq 3 * | 


EY | 
dn requlred an . | This. ic perfectly 
agrseable to our ideas of juſtice, 4 recom- 
_ pence for: tranſgreſſion. Bebold then the Son 
8 ee, 4+ the: brightñeſs of his glory, the 
enpreſstiimage of his: perſon,” appointed by 
the. Father for this recompence, and offering 
up himſelf upon the croſs, that he might 
diſcharge it. In this offering, we may be · 
ala be juſtice and the mercy of God; wo 
may ſee the infinite demerit of ſin; in that 
price of infinite deſert, that Was paid and 
ig it. Cand we rde the 
aud not be ede with deeper Can 
we be humbled, for our ſins; and not be very 
jealous, leſt qur repentance ſhould be inſincere? 
Or, can we think to appear befarę God in tho 
borrowed garb of ſorrow, when he bath made 
his beloved Son MO ATT SODA juice for 
aezatspecee No 2109125 Tel ah o ancit 
Mar 26 + Htg 5 trio Higgs 07 
rt! Botchappip is it for us, [thatithe mercyof 
God. is alſo in this glaſs reflectedi upon win 
It is this offering that Was paid and accepted; 
that diſpels the fears of the::contrite, and 
raiſes the deſponding ſoul. 80 that though 
they are caſt down, with the ſenſe of theie 
co In Wales my 1 are not in 

8 ot | deſpair, | 


| aehis A eee e ee 
chaſed; und irvisenedf the ppivileget of yhis 
 eoventfie, that the fincere und contrite are 
| Keepted in the Beloved,” Are der then, pod? 
and riiſdrable?—he hatlvertiched.gerwith an 
_ ſpiricual bleſſitigs. = "Dawegomplitty of dag 
nest? He it'is; who enligwenwouf paths, ant 
fupports our ſteßbs. Are weak and un- 
ſtadle he. gives ability ahdo ſtremgthw] ]＋Trgʃ 
thoſe WH ge them. rare we weariedſrand = 
heavycladen he hatte borne ounforrows; the 
invites üs to repuſe and peace. 80 that guided 
by dus grade, br grief forifin>wilt:ty 
ade! doverieris will Me carb bdthf if t 
church and in the clefet ? bur! pratitude will 
beunvely ! ouf bobellience will (be fihcere;/ 
though impetfecri land our unfalling refuge 
willode in his love, ulrw /e arrive ut length 
o dhe inheritancef which heshath purehafed 
| oe us. 5105.20 e815 otodw , at naigile 
„eh wobsrogqns n againgqzho SH 
dt eswe after this, to expoſe the 
| folly — Role — 
_ the means without aiming at the end?! 
Ia the temporal concerns of life WhO would 
not acknowledge the ubſurdity? WHG would: 
not condemn — that bor victed rebel. 
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tate: D Hονν . ν,HjęMG greqtes - 
folly is ha guilty of; Nhe dn Df to-God = 
Vitho ll dus, yet retsim bit / heat, the chief 
thing, Which he raquibes. Te what ipurpole 
Uitto-3pplore ννſpirit frag God, if you | 
ab teh 40-gratifyoabe left of the old 
ap , Whyodo: you canals uf fas, hut 
| that you ey wum aney. —— 


; way jor Mere — | 
ereilte far; cb 
Jay315209 fulfils 6.0mqentaty agricvapee/ito = 
aich unf lafit 1 c fl By affumd, then. 1b 
religion is vain, whoſe parent is cuſtom. and: 
whoſe offspring is an empty ſhadow, 
EY. Sor * 2 41 1528 Gaben 121 
Erafzne nat, hem be manns aß bsc Abe: 
has: tha thought: of: waking tabgion's alu 
iran; neee 32 ethane 


EX | Rell Bemis e 
judging the: ſcarce reoeſſes f tha heant a = 
_cordingo td his goſpeL;-:Qb, lat nf 
 rvepeatinice be numbered arnangſt: your f. 

| ences; Nor your days of mburning mie; nh 
judgment againſt yaur ſouls l Your condition 
ja: too a ful hr inſincerity : your ſtake i ]. 
important von 10 AHA cue fare, eite 30 
| hopes; z bn everyigreat affectien. or, + 
where will be the hope of the hypotmte, 
when God taketh away his ſoul? Where will 
bechis charnkler, when. his detaftion:ſhall/ag- 
gravatorhis\ſhame'd. And\wkere will he be 
Glapphue,) when'\his \dwcling\ d nn 
thoſe, whom he pretended to abhory.thaape 
contemners of bes , and the devit and - 


A * 0 
a N. ah Fi4 . * 6 * \ 2 ww. * 
* \ , 
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Gd doings; and know the time of our 
viſitation! Let us improve the warnings, 
judgment and of mercy both prevail to hum - 
ble and to melt us, that ſo our repentance 
may not be repented of, but being ſupported 
by that ſure foundation, laid in the goſpel 
through Chriſt, it may grow up and be per. _— 
fected in all chriſtian virtues, till the day of ß \ 
ꝶ6dv9 as —- 
** e . ah! mt 
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HE erueifying the 80 n of God was a 
4 very heinous crime.” Senſe He was an 
innocent perſon, and of 4 hrs platy 
behaviour. Tus miracles He erben 
D m both of his divine authority; 
and his humanity and bene volefice? He Had 
healed: the fick, fed the multitudes,” caſt out 
devils,” raiſed the dead, pres be goſpel, 
ald went about doing good. Theſe" things 
had ſpread abroad his fate; andi galned hit 
almoſt a Uivitie character. It appears from 
the goſpel, that all the people were amazed 
ne mighty works,” "which" WOO 


| were. aſtoniſhed at his dogriue, and followed | 
him on. of the that they mi 
hear hi & hs 2 Wo 9 
| crucifixion, at has entrayce into 28 in 
order to Pech e ſover:7 hole city 
went forth to meet och took branches of 
palm - trees, and werft derer him in triumphant 
proceſſion, ing 710 HH ibleſſed is he 


that corneth in the, name. of the Lord!” This 
attachment of the people to Chriſt alarmed 


< ſudden change, in. their, ſeuti- 
e er ayiqur;, inſomuch that hen Re 
Nas, brought. before Pilaten: the helge, nantic 
a tygs, demande his death and dard the 
bampen govesnot hy theip urn vt fen 
has bad .dops nothing ww foren their good 
a Mipian; hep ſtil, preſe emed the; fame hol on 
| —— But, it ſears, he had: 
cmpetitpe, ig, theig-offaem,, Barnbbas, @ ban 
Who had. been very agtivs in ani itiſuxreſtien. 
dad had. commited murders. for which ih 
by RT „ 


Was 
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erke W of 

very bad gaſtom, Which allowed them ti 
— aus criminal. during the ſolemnity of 
the. palloyer, and Jemagd his releate, . Wai 
are told they were: ii to tliis atrdcſous 
behaviour hy the high -· prieſta, who, knibwing 
the popularity of Barabbas, Oed them wp 
e degree A in behalf of the rbber 
compaſſounte. * of the r "el Pilate, 
though..an) alien from the common wealth of 
Urael, ſeerns to have been touched in debalf 
of perſscuted innocence, and expoſtulated with 
them. Why, what evil hath he done? Na 
evil, did, they; know, that he, had done, and 
maur good works had he ſhewn them from 
his Father; yet. they were the more fierce, 
and were inſtant with loud X0iges Ps | 
2 ee, 44-260 


Wat a A aiding Jonah exhib 
4 human nature l that almoſt à whole city - 
_— unite, in ſavouring * neee 
chan n 2 
af murder, tho greateſt he can cammit agbinſe 
individuals; and that this y net ch ſhauld; hoꝶ 
* be a to a moſt juſt nn 
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This very circumſtance ſhews what Jodie | 
we may form of the voice of the multitude? 

it ſhews ds « how dangerous are privileges 
abuſed, and that thoſe privileges, which are 

irh a ſpering band. The populace have 
ever been ſwayed: more by noiſe and preten- 
fous, than real virtue; at the beſt, fickle and 
inconſtant, equally miſtaken both in their 
applauſes and their cenſures. Governors, 
therefore, ſhould al way be ſteady in oppoſing 
the clamours of weak and malicious zealots. 
I am ſorry that theſe reflections, arifing from | 
the ſubject, ſhould not be foreign or 'unne- 

_ celfary for the times in which we live; ſince, 
though the people cannot demand-the releaſe | 
of a priſoner with clamour, as the Jews. did 
that of Barabbas, yet the examples are too 

many, in which they are eaſily induced to 
range themſelves under the influence of any 
unprincipled and artful leader, who works 
upon their prejudices and paſſions, inflamed 
by theſe to oppoſe both laws and magiſtrates; 

and when any popular criminal is acquitted, 

by whatever verdict, they too can ſhew what 
ſpirit they are of by their erimindl aeclima- 
dogs... ge e ee 2 Ot PII RG 
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l is not” tay ittentien to purſue eise 
flectiotis iur. this ſeaſvn . I mall only obſerve- | 
further vpoti thscondudt of the jewiſh mul 
titude,” chat rejediort of the divine mercies 
blinds the underſtanding and hardens the 
heart, ſo that they who have ſtifled the 
ſtrongeſt ec become the greateſt 
enetnies to true feligion, and they hg have 
been guilty- of the -greateſt ingratituds, Ahe 
moſt implacable enemies. By rejecting ee, | 
they forſook their own mereies? Judas, who 
betrayed him, and the Jews, ho 3 
him, forfeited theit᷑ intereſt in His death, and 
became à prey to their o/ malice. They 
ou eee „and loſt w Sv,ð,ß . 
Dun 18 62 [5567 | 39-495 eng! 
7 [What 8 then, my brethren; of this 
choice d Who is there amongſt you · ſo loſt to 
wiſdom, as not to brand it with extreme 
folly Yet this very choice is the ſame that 
is frequently made by thoſe who are called 
Chriſtians. It is made whenever an evil 
heart of unbelief lurks within us, and ſecretly 
ſways our affections; when we are aſhamed 
of his goſpel,” and the true ſpirit of his reli- 
gion. It is made when we follow after the 
things we have renounced, and are governed 
r which are condemned by his 
* n 85 2 geſpel, 
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n a aa 
vwonhleſel things, but ſhun ie moſt amiable 
mmd encallent,; When We hate; What conti 
butes, to our good, and, embrace what: ende 
in our deſtruction. In a word, it is n 
whenever we call ourſelves Ct 
ve like heathens. Then; though me. 
not call out. Crucity him, erugify. him, 
1 brue our hands in bis blood, 0 
' the apoſtle: terms it, we really *5* etueify the 
ack of God afreſh, and put him to an open 
| What is hen his word to ug but 
2 by rai ſince it bfings no walconid 
tidings to us, nor ſooths our falſe hopes and 
miſtaken enjoymedts ? What are the privi- 
leges of his goſpel to us? They have loſt 
their energy and virtue. The ſenſe of dibine 
love, hope in the divine premiſes, and the 
Ioy reſulting; from thente, have no charms 
hen offered to the pre- engaged affectiollis. 
Happineſs. and life itſelf ate outweighed in 3 
< 11 1 
of time, and the allurements of vanity. Be- 
ſides, the things of this world due profeent. 
The world, the fleſh, and the devil, offer 
immediate, wages, ſuited to the ſenſual appg- 
tites; and they are cagerly.embracetle But the 
 enjoyments. which theſe afford, hide from ſn-- 


* ners 
- 


—_ . 


ee eee e hen a- 
thing remains for them, but to cateh atblif, * 
. and, to eat and . 


ſerably imperfect, that they have-nonlaſythat | 
noble ambition. that actuates a true believer, 


They, are fond of looking back to paſt enjoy- ; 


things to go on unto; perfection. Perhaps 


may follow after Chriſt, and ſeriouſly reſolve 
ſornetime to be in earneſt; but then, like 
the demoniacs in the goſpel, they mics 
rather to drag the chain a little longer, than 
endure the pain of a diſpoſſeſſon. In the 
mean time, ſinful habits are formed, the cas 
of, conſcience grow les. unportunate, .. and 
when the danger is actually approached, in 
that awful hour, which. requires the finmeſt 


ſupports ol N they find, too late, their 
ae nee uro. 
r WISE od al us, eee 
Vor. II. 7 Fs 7 


„ 


* indeed, 5 00 _ e ra wa... 
Linced, of the ſuperior worth of Chrit, and 
his rewards. Vet, alas I. their faith is ſo mi- 


ments, and have too great a reliſni for world 
they deũre to renounce their fins, that theß 
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N © 388 : The Crucifcion, 

of this ſinful choice, ich reſpoct to the rn 

chosen, and alf its · gullt, with reſpec to eus 

good rejeRted. -'& Not this man, het Bursb- 
bas. This perſon we find rehreſemted i T 

- text as a robber, and in other paſſages as a 


murderer. 80 that one would think that the 8 


Jews, by claiming his releaſe, valued neithet 
Ae yin fo their Ives. But What! 
ik affections are within us, whatever 
fi ſt is tHat occupies” our hearts, and is the 
object of our choice, that is the Barabbds 
mat. will ·eondemmn our folly, as the preſerenee 

bey gere to him conderinee& the Jolly Ae | 
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Sie; Mad may jultfy be terme 4 Wöber; 
ben it deſpoils us og the $775 
| nocence, and takes from us thavjewel} Which 
was the glory ef our unfalten natufe. I 
be vs of the due exerciſe of our realbn; and 
| makes üs miſtake ſhadows for reaftties; or, 

Mould we fee and approve what fight, the 
corrupt Sas within us makes us, unable to 
train ite It eſtranges the — fromm us, 
and prevents of recbneil bim, and 
4 er intereſt in his fatherly love. Wich bun 
w * what hes fore uf be follow 
2 | | : A 12 Ker - 


ing with comfort. It is the ſame with the 


der hope in fag, — 
This does uz it gives Dy e — | 
Vvuanitieb, and deprives us of life and immors 
tality. So that well may our Saviour appeal 
to the intereſted ſinner, himſelf What 
dan it-profit'« wan, if be hail gain the 
my * 2 


 Shookd- ae; W of his Be 
as give no repoſe to the inſatiable minck 
It is the diſeaſe of the ſoul; it devours like the 
grave, and aſks for more. So that his pet᷑ · 
vented faculties miſtiking the means for the 

end, ſtarve him in the midſt of - 4bundanee; 
and make him incapable of uſing every bleſſ: 


love of pleaſure : Senſual onjoyments are not 
the proper end of man. If pleafure be pur» 
ſoet beyond the boundaries which reaſon af 
religion fix, he quickly learns by experiencing 
the miſery it occaſſons, that it is ſelf defeated 
The dtſires vf honour and ambition are equal 
falſe · and trfacherous: Mere phantoms, raiſed 
dysthe imagination] and dependinglopon- the 
e Fran, breaths re too ini. 
„ ſubſtantial 


| 


, = 1 


| 340. 3 The Crntifecin, 5 
— aſpiring uk And whin' - 
all theſe: things are diſſolved and ſwept away 
by death, what recompence follows? Their 
poor votaries are ſent away, deprived before 


of true felicity, and unprepared for thoſe en- 


joyments, which are beſtowed in future worlds. 
Miſerable men! before whom happineſs is in- 
deed placed, but lt png e and | 
in their actual choice prefer i it. en en 
But, A x6a6 is alſo a 1 a more 
fatal aſſaſſin than Barabbas, and gives daily 
proofs of its mortal ſting, by the number of 
- - its victims. As murder violently deprives 
the body of life and motion, the foul may be 
ſaid to ſuffer a ſpiritual death, when its true 
health and vigour are deſtroyed by ſin. The 
fe of the ſoul conſiſts in its union with God. 
The beathens could expreſs this but Chrif- 
Nans are aſſured of it, by the conſtant tenor 
of his word, and by their own experience. 
Ihe death of the ſoul conſiſts in departing 
1 from the Lord: as his favour is better than 
hie, ſo the - withdrawing his grace and pre- 
ſence from us is worſe than death. But: his 
Spirit will not alway ſtrive with man; when 
quenched by ſin, the forlorn ſoul pines and 
0 da Its * owner, how- 
8 5 


The” Criicifoxion: ; 343 


| ever he thrives in the ſmiles of the World, 
© and the good things of life, rethains a mere 


| carcaſc of animated clay, unfit for any enter- 
prize worthy of an immortal ſpirit, - and se- 


tmally dead to the true end of his ceiſtenee. 


The moſt alluring promiſes paſs unheeded by 
him ; impending dangers alarm him not: 
for fin hath benumbed his faculties, and ren- 
dered him incapable, like a mortified-limb, 
of any true ſenſation. Is this, then, the ſer- 
pent that he takes into his boſom, and em- 

braces as his chief good? Is this the mur- 

W n he 3 to his 1 


- The een here. The Gcond death 
is ;s the laſt and moſt terrible ſtroke that ſin in- 
flicts. It is in the dark and deep abyſs, that 
- - fin unfolds its horrors; and the juſt Judge 
| of all takes ſuch vengeance upon ſinners, as 
his juftice requires, for continual diſobedience 
to his laws, and proſtituted mercies. Go, 
then, O ſumer, cleave to this hateful mon- 
ſter, renounce thy God and Saviour, but re- 
member this end of thy choice, leſt thou 

- Houldt bee een MR 
| * no rg TH 0 


Wbiek * me to . the guilt af 
this choigs, with reſpect to the good rejected. 
And here the ſmalleſt reflection will teach 
us, that by, refuſing Chriſt,” we oppoſe the 
| maſt ſagred authority, fince he hath pur- 
ebaſed us with his own blood. We know 
the doom of thoſe who ſaid, ( We.will not 
have this. man to reign over us.” Perhaps 
they vainly thought they were authorized in 
their refuſal. And when Pilate urged the 
g Jews with this queſtion, '4 Shall 1 crucify 
your king? They anſwered, We have no 
king but Czfar." It is true, they, blinded 
with prejudice, knew not what they did, 
|  blameable- in this, that they might have 
known him, had they not been perveriely 
blind. We, my brethren, have ackmow- 
- tIedged his right of dominion over us: we 
know the vapity of mere profeſſions; we 
* know that goſpel, which will determine our 
portion to all eternity. If, then, we are ſtill 
bediens, axe aw vo choke dar ear fine | 


Nor, indeed; by rejecting Chriſt en 
Saviour, is there any atonement left fur ſin. 
The death of Chriſt is the only meritorious 
cauſe and condition of our ſalvation. Under 
e, without ſheddivg of blood was no 


remiſſion, 


that Lamb of God, that eternal high; prioſt, 
by his precious death hath obtained eter- 
l redemption for us. Shall we, then, ra- 
ther diſpute about the purchaſe, than ſeek to 
be included in it? Or, ſhall we depreciate: 
the value of this redemption by ſeeking deli- 
verance another way? There is no other way 
provided. By refuſing this, no hope remains. 
We ſhall die in our fins, and be ſtruck ſpeech- 
leſs at the laſt with this reproof, ** Ve would 
. not come to me. that ye might have life.” , 


. This guilt, is yet heightened more by our 
ingratitude. If the price that was paid de- 
mands our ſervices, he who paid it demands 
our love. He, who was the brightneſs of 
God's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon, took upon him the form of a ſervant, 

and was made in the likeneſs of men; and 
ing found in faſhion as a man, he humbled 
ſtill lower, and became obedient unto 


15 death. even the death of the craſs. Such love 
2 this-exceeds all comprehenſion, and can 


© have no parallel in the. maſt, glorious of cre- 
ated beings. Nor can the guilt of thoſe, who 
E his name, and yet reject his love. be 


A cs 


Inlet by * be. 


| 0”. Te Cen, 4 
<a r — 10 of how much for 
w puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thou 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 


5 the covenant, wherewith he was ſanctified, 


ſtme foundation, may we build upon it! As 


an unholy thing, and hath done deſpite to 
the Spirit of grace?” The infinite dignity 
of his perſon, the greatneſs of bis ſufferings, 


the wretchedneſs of our condition, and the 


-unmerited ſalvation he beſtows, are all a gainft | 
* if we till hold _ and h his agg 


r we, ten; who are here afſembled this 
&ay, be abſolutely won from this day forward 

tt bis obedience ! As he hath purchaſed our 
ſouls and bodies, may both our ſouls and bo- 
dies be conſecrated to hitn ! As he hath laid 


he hath given us ſomething to plead before 
God, may we renounce all Lies pleas, and 
depend upon 'mercy!” As he deſerves our 
hearts, may he have them! That thoſe hearts 
may be received by him, may no idol be 
eſtabliſned there, that our God may dwell 
with us, and bleſs vs for evermore! But 
. covet any of 0 who nor. n Bong 


\ 


„ Te 7; * 
an averſion. to yet Mäher f aeg 22 

us bim be aſſured that he is none of his, but 1 
8 home with this ſelf-application, «Tam the 
man.“ For thou art the man; thou art the 
Jew I have been preaching againſt :' thou art 
he, however thou deceiveſt thyſelf, that pre- 
fetreſt in thy heart, a robber and a murderer 
to thy Redeemer ; and in thy actual choice, 

5 when completed in its iſſue, e to 


1 all of us, then, inſtantly renounce our 
fins, diſtruſtful of the ſnares, with which we 
are encompaſſed, knowing that as ſoon as life 
is ended, we cannot retrieve the unhappy 

choice we make, and that heaven once loſt, 
is loſt for ever. Here is no room then for 
indolence or deſpondency. The faithful- 

| neſs of God in Chriſt is ſtill tbe ſame; his 
promiſes made to the world through him are 
certain; and the Redeemer holds forth the 
prize, which he hath purchaſed by his death, 


and comtnands us to lay hold of it. Let us 

then uſe every means conduciye- to attain it. 
Particularly, let us frequently approach the 

memorials of his love in the ſacrament of his =_ 
ſupper, with gratitude and faith. That ſo, 
ſecure of his protection, reſting in his love, | 


of his Spirit, we may dwell bęreaſter in 
the ae. manſions with himſelf, where no £ 
rival ſhall: intrude on aur A Ew 


* „ 
it, 
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we "45 , Ip #4 
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more] 
Cal Holy Ghoſt, let us ſcribe all praiſe, glu, 
and dminion, henceforth, and far evermore:. . 
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| SERMON' 3 xx. 
muscurd ON BASTER-DAY. 
THE RESURRECTION- OF 'THE BODY, 
Jos v. 28, 29. 


e a at his ts ee 
the which ali that are in the graves. ſball 
- lone voice, and ſball come” forth; they 
tat bade done guad, uma the reſur ra ium of 
Ie, eee eee | 


ESB a are 3 m wehen. ah 10 
| portant events; They affard little matter for 
_  Evxious reſearches, hut much for deep medi: 
tion, I (hall therefore require but little af 
your attention in proving the certainty of the 
veſurre chan, duc the very religion you prov = 
_ eb engages you to the belief of it; ſetting. 
e you wot only the hien. but the 
| (rumphs 


348 The Reſurrection gf the Boch. 
triumphs of your Redeemer; teaching you 
that he is the Lord both of the preſent and 
the future world; and that not only the living 
are ſubject to his dominion, but that the dead 
4e ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth ; _ 
they that have done good, unto the reſurrection 
of life, and they that have done evil, unto the 
reſurrection of damnation.” A doctrine this 
far beyond the reach of unaſſiſted philoſophy, 
and even exploded by the wiſeſt heathens; 
yet, when revealed, is found perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with enlightened reaſon. For he that 
made man of the duſt of the earth at firſt, 
can ſurely re-quicken him after he has fallen 
into duſt. He that breathed into him a liv- 
ing ſoul, can with the fame caſe enliven the 
corrupted maſs, and even make it more vi- 
gorous than before. What, though ages have 
elapſed ſince the body ceaſed to breathe !— 
One day is with God as a thouſand years, and 
a thouſand years as one day. What, though 
the duſt of many generations be mingled to- 
gether? or the particles of one body ſcattered _ 
a thouſand leagues from each other — He 
wh numbers the hairs of the head, and 
counts the ſands upon the ſea-ſhore, knows 
alſo the place of the ſcattered atoris, and can 


as eaſily reſtore them n — BE 
CODON, 117 8 


The Refiretlion 75 the Bag. 349 
Our F of the means is uo objection 
to the certainty of this change. The effects 
of the divine operations are daily obſerved by 
the dulleſt apprehenſion; the cauſes are hid- 


den from the keeneſt eye. The world abounds 


with images of decay and reſtoration. We 
ſleep. and we awake; we behold the ſetting | 
and the riſing ſun. After winter's dreary 
aſpect, we ſee ſuch heauteous ſcengs arile,. as 
make the face of nature ſmile. In all theſe 
things, and innumerable. others, we admire 
and adore, the power of the God of nature; 
ſo that it cannot be thought a thing incre- 
d e that he ſhould. 0 raiſe the | 
| . Wk os 
- Theſe things my beathron,'] juſt mention, 
to ſhew you the analogy there is between 
the word and works of God, in a doctrine of 
pure revelation. It will be more uſeful to 
lead your meditations forward, and &ſtabliſh 
a doctrine peculiarly chriſtian upon the foun- 
dation of the Word of God alone. In. this it | 
" i» obſervable that we are not referred either 
to natural or. moral proofs, of a future exiſt- 
ence... But the eternal world bears a ,perpe- 
tual aſpect to Chriſt, either as the ſupreme 


you of his body the church, or as the arbiter 
of 


o | F 
: — 


) 


%% The — 


of tlie fate of all! He himſelf broke aſunder 
- the bar#'of death, and roſs to triumph over 
; it! Mis reſurrection : is ant earneſt” 6f : oar's, s 
_ the firſt-fruits of that getierul' barvels! of the 
_ earth; Which is to follow.-- Accordingly, St. 
Paul, after proving! the truth of Chriſtu re- 
10 forrection, fers from thetice the | certainty | ; 
of our's. Now?" lays he, , is Chriſt riſen 
from the dead, and become the firſtifrums of 
therm that ſlept- For ſinte by man 'came 
death, by man eame alſo the reſurrectiom or 
the dead. For as in Adam al die, even ſo 
in Chriſt han all be made alive,” The fling 
_  vfideath is fin; for which nb lab could afford 
a remedy ; but ſin being done away through 
Chriſt, we become victorious over death, 
[Through bis living fpitir;” Chriſtians regain 
utr entrance into an eternal paradiſe ; through | 
| his almighty Ge, "hg er IfE is reeatied 
Feneen NOR [oo a 


ee, 7 


Wo age, e or 5 er 
het deaf tor the awful ſummous. The Jew 
and Gentile, the Chriſtiam atid the Tae will = 
then ſtand forth without diſguiſe They thut 
are tllen alive (hall; without peſſmg' through + 
the grave; receive ſuch boties?ad-arguived 
to their reſpe d ve ſouls, % Wi dll net all 

11 . 


tomb. This Wil extort 
woſt unftelihg breaſts,” Ad make every knee 
to bow to Ged. When death itſelf ſhall be 


1 
fivep;” thiys nr eve WY but we ſtialf Alk de 


| changed, in #-ronte Hin the twinkliug of | 


an ce. S0 that the and dead ix form 
one vaſt army, marſhalled by the great Meſ⸗. 
ſiah in the exacteſt order, each keeping their 
| rake, and knowing heir appointed place 


28114 Noir!!! 6 28.903 261 11. $1003 zin led 


he eien er this trunfsction will be 
equab to the! great importance of i. For 
«the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from hea- 
ven witk a ſhout; with the voice of the 


majeſtic: king, and diſplay” the*ghtry" of the 
onde lowly Jefus: What an awful ſcene will 
tien be enhlibited, when diftant ages ſhall 
live together! How numerous wil be the 
tultitadef' How:glorious the ſpectacle, when 
monarchs themſelves t wr wilt Hr ge 
neral afthibly, and only be nguiſhel by 


their works k. Adieu, then, all earthly pa- 


| Thie wilt Nita 
dur; tu Will Cloſe 


your idle gran- 


t frotti'the 


ihias"Seſpoites of ith uſurped mitn, this 


8 Never are that 8 


35% 


| ks and tlie trump of God. Unnum- 
bered angels thall compoſe the retinue of the Ts 


your vißdnary. ohan-. 


* 
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then grave devour thę, living never more 
hall the, foul and body be Ain. 17... 
4his;:@9rruptible,,couſt t put on 
ar mortal muſt put n immortal 
r ic dens adbeo liafhoxs a5 M 167 
Bot there wil be a great diſtinction made 
betwixt thoſe that riſe again. For · they that 
have done gogd ſhall oomę fprth unto the re- 
ſurrection of life, and they hat hays dopgeyil, 
unto the, reſurrection of dambation.” 
works, will. evidence, to whom, they belong; 
and therefore according to their, works, their 
reward ſhall be. Now, as the bodies of true 


believers have been the teraples of the Holy 


Ghoſt, and gelivered from the power of fin, 
dig makes them meet for a place within their 
Father's manſtons. They have alſo, beep fel: 
low-workers with, the foul, . the; inſtruments 
el righteouſneſs, ready, to ke Whatever 
tends. to the improvement; of the whole wan. 
+. it not fit, therefore, that | both: ſoul and body 
| ſhould be glorified together; that ſince they © 
have epdured, the, fame copfliQs in;this yale © 
of miſery, they ſhould alſo recgive the ame 8. 
woe SORRY, the regions of BIG? ,,... . 
a Sth nd hoof N ö 
ane other hapde 46 the Feige the 
e e rm maker 
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2 358 
in thejvifins, they ſhall likewiſe be partakers 
in their puniſhment. One body ſhall age in. 
and another ſuffer. Juſtice will drag the uns 
willing carcaſe to light, that it may bear its 


own burden, and ſuffer thoſe pains, 1 8 


dne to its a nene e 
i % 4860451199 wot 
Bat, as it Aang ack ſhould be diſtind 
| properties in the reſurrection of the good and 
evil, ſo the word of God is not ſilent in 
declarihg: particularly, wherein they conſiſt. 
Amongſt other privileges of true Chriſtians, 
this is onect-they ſball be raiſed to life by 
the energy of the Spirit of Chriſt.— . He, 
ſaich the apoſtlel ** thatitaiſed up Chriſt from 
the dead, ſhall alſo; quicken your mottal bo- 
dies hy his Spirit that dwelleth in you.“ Well, 
then, may it be called a reſurrection t0 life, 
ſinoe it is a life conferred upon /bakevers. by 


> 


the ſarety; and and bis Spirit 8: the ſeal. I is, 


g therefore, ſuch a life as-is worthy-the unt 
chat is paid for it, and worthy God himſelf = 


* to beſtow, Now, this eee e 


livgth. be evermores.; Then, herefores;as n 
annie. rn muſt manta their 
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virtue of that covenaut;, of Mhich Chriſt is | 


; 2 
= - _——” 
COT N - 
: = 


* anion with him, by rng ab he: did, that 
ee r b A en en 
ay ei un n 27 | 
| :1!Fhe! apoſtle St. Paul, aka ah 
4 refartedtion of the juſt, bags alſo! ſhewn vs 


» * © the quality vf every bodyf that is thus huppily 
reſtored. —<* It is ſown in corruption, it is 
Niſell in ineorruption : it is fowh in diſho- 
bourp it is räiſeck Ir glory; it is ſown in 
wealcneſß, it is raiſed in power it is ſoum 
adiurab body, it is ralſed a piritudli body - 


stil en I bse 50s NO 


__vByvetyChiiſtian; white he is clothed with = 
hes body of fleſk, carries about him che feeds 
of cbftuption and diſeaſr. Itti materials arg 
ih fahl te mortality; aud broùgtit by 
| death t6:2 final diſſolution. At the reſur- 
- reftiom, tie wilb leave: corruption in the 
gthwye lathei eternal habitation, they-will 
enz) an ulpefidhüng bloom; « pevpbtuul ſpring; 
. eee arti = 


hw” ; 

"205 are Von en age | 
de all beginning, ahd alway wi * 
"The p 


Tu Reſarreftion of the A, 386+ 

e Fhairenewed;badjes, of the juſt ſhall alle, 
1 dee, Jan incqm- 
prable beantx ; They hall; 5, as,.the, 
brighgnels of the Armament, aud 48 the b | 
fes ever and eg = God himſelf ſhall adorn 
them with the: garments; of ſalvation, and, 
place a disdęem upon their heads. No defects, 
inftmitięs Mall apy; mare diſgniſe, their in: 
ward glory. It will burſt forth, anch diffuſe, 
its radiance. over the whole man. So that 
chen grayds ith teſpect to pious Chriftiaps, 
way be compared to an alembie, Which purges 
theit droßb amay. and. purifies; them hkergally = 
ds sies ſe yen times in che Hüter b int 
ua? e Bans dry FN e ad gaot 75115 

Nos ſhall theſe glorious bodies, be de 
Mixen und wigeur. Though death, 
ton golpoi them, off; their. ſtr ength, they Gall N 
riſe ſy iter than gagles,, and ſtronger than, 
1 bey hall he endowed, With ability 
le angel,, 40 sxechte theig. Creator's, wills, 
© ad Wich avity to:6xplorg his yarious works. 
WII tis he nt ener 9% gte PA 
e n ae, eg ih it freed} 
bow quickly, gafechled . by: yarighy of, ac 
"a Werts, K the golaereRtion of the. 
ſis ey be blgligd, with furh vigor 

| Hewes, that * 
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operations, unweakened- by time} uniffefted 
by eee efforts. Eudued with this 
vigour! they will behold the magnificerice of 
the heavenly court, and the forpaffug glory | 
of che King of kings, and be able to fing to 
all eternity their Maker's and Redeemers 
praiſe. Actuated by this power, they will 
beat an eternal weight of glory, rang 
Kitt nor be en feebled under it. 
S809 00, ee e eee ib GEM: 
Laſtly, they ſhall riſe with ſpiritual bo- 
dies. Fleſh and blood cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of heaven, nor can immortality: be 
put on a frail and natural body. They ſhall, 
therefore, be ſpiritualized with reſpect to their 
qualities, and readily fubſervient to the bull. 
| They ſhall Want none of the fupports of the 
animal life; for they ſhall-not Hunger" any 
mote, nor thirſt any tore. la the reſur⸗- 
'reQion, they neither marry, nor üre gwen ins 
 mirriage, but ſpall be as the angels ef God 
in Heaven. 80 refined will be their confti- 
| tation, that no melincholy ſhall ever diſtufs 
it, 10 drow'ſineßs ſhall ever feize it. S0 grenjt 
will. be their activity, That no obftacles Well 
impede their motion. Like lightning, they 
"will paſs bong the vaſt expanſs, hn wan 


But wWe muſt leave theſe pleaſing contem- 
; to conſider the qualities of thoſe bo- 
dies that belong to wvngodly men. As they 
would not contribute to the ſalvation of their 
own ſouls, by accepting the goſpel - offer, they 
ſhall be. examples of the divine juſtice, by their 
righteous puniſhment. They ſhall, therefore, 
be recalled into life by the commanding power 
of God, and riſe from their graves with hor- 
ror and reluctance. Sin, whoſe odious pro- 
perties are now concealed, and whoſe nature 
is reſtrained from appearing as it is, by par- 
taking in the comforts of the material world, 
will then cover them like a grievous leproſy. 
All the glory and beauty of mortal life-will be 
periſhed in the grave; the chearing beams of + 
light will be withdrawn; the ſun, the moon, 
and the ſtars, will be darkened; and the ſoul 
will be oppreſſed with the ſenſe of its own 
tmniſery, more grievous than the darkneſs. All 
faces, even the moſt beautiful, ſhall gather 
+ blackneſs, the horror of which no vizor can 
. conceal. Oh, how gladly would ſinners then 
immun their very bodies, once the deareſt parts 
of themſelves l With what deteſtation will 
they behold the former) oompanions of their 
joys, and wonder that ver 3 
inet nos or eee ee een 
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v8g8 The Riſurreftion'of the Boly. 
They Will alſo riſe to mame and evetlaſt- 
Ing eontempt. Sinners often 'now ſucdeſß- 
Fully Ride their viees; but ſhame will then 
"follow fin to its | moſt hidden retiremerms. 
Parkneſs will be no protection to the where- 
monger, nor cunning to the moſt fecfet Nil- 
lain. Sbatneleſs ſinnets ſhall then be ſeined 
with inconceivable pangs of confuſion, when 
-their luſts ſnall change their form, and appear 
_ -what they really are. The fight of the awful 
Judge, and the preſence of unnumbered mul- 
titudes, will heighten the eee eee 
ene eee 74. g 
eee eee e ene e 


F It were well if this werd all. But we are 


* 146d, in the moſt awakening language, that 


. * &theyithall have their portion in the lake of 
luite, which is the ſecond death.“ Hund here, 
my brethren, all «deſcription fails; language is 
lat a 0 and hope itſelf requires ihe moſt 
14irny ſüppbrts df faith and love to pre ven its 
nſmking into deſpondeney. eee NY 

add s frotn this dteudful portion! Save us, 
207 thou- Father of merby, frotm this wil | 
Il diſplay of thy juſtice!· But, if we/are-refobved 
td periſhpE:knpw. of no od of oõ ap- 
"iplirabtern oa. Saeed e y erat Pad 


/ 


tion, and mourning, dend woes; In hat 
doleful accents will the preſiaptuens an 
the profane curſe. their folly! How will the 
pilfering thief; and the cunning buyer and 
ſeller, mourn for their diſhoueſt gains, when 
they find their ruſt conſume them like firel 
Aud ho will every moſt, etched ſinnar 
wiſh for another divorce between ſoul an 
body, another death, angther grave, in Which 
themſelves and their woes may be buried and 


en. & 10 ei dr ard 
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= Br, laſtly, from hence we. may ideriveia 
word of comfort to the good and pious, and 
of aer eee vir ener ds et 10 
mr WO 3% „di ved Won ox » 

As for — nas who are Chriſ- 
tians indeed, there is hope in your-end; for 
Chriſt hath gotten you the victory. Fear 
unct, then, to lie down in the duſt : thesgrave 
will not be your everlaſting home. Noπν 
de carried thither with mourning s you ſhall 
into it with emaciated bodies, but you ſhall 
rriſe with immortal youth. Let. this he{your 
»balm, in all the calamities of life; beanithem 
not only with patience, hut With joyyrkagw- 


Lang that your Rodeemer ä Nane 
* Aa 4 ready 
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ready to wipe away pour tears, and give vou 
a erown of life: 7 At, 2 i I 1. ds 10e 
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But ſhould _ you, my brethren; refuſe 
the ealls of mercy, nothing retnains but the 
„„ Hope not 
then againſt hope. The connection between 
hangeable as 
God himſelf. - you have loſt all reliſh 
for happineſs ? Is it indifferent to you, whe- = 

ther you live or die for ever? Oh; be wiſe 
in time! How will ye endure the ſound of 
the laſt trump, the opening of the. graves, 
the. ſolemnity of God's tribunal !- How will 
his voice fill you with-- trembling, which 
you now hear with contempt !- How will 
ydu bear his glorious» appearance; when you 
now fly from his gracious preſence! With 
_- thoſe loathſome bodies, which you will wiſh 
had been for-ever buried! And oh, (I trem- 
dle to ſpeak it,) with what anguiſh will ye 
neee eee an 5 
2 Riſe = my ee eee 
R riſe glorioufly hereafter. . I am the 
eee and DEE bw che 
e þ a 8 & vet 


irnpenitence and ruin is as une 
Can 
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of death is fin, and che firength of fin is tbe 
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yet ſhall he live; and whoſoever liveth and 
believeth in me ſhall never die.“ N Here, 


then, is à ſovereign cure for a dying ſoul. 


Chriſt, as he hath redeemed you from the 
curſe of the law by his death, fo he will fave 


you from ſin, which is the ſting of death, if 
you will take his eaſy yoke upon you. Then 
will his Spirit be in you now, and quicken 
you hereafter. Then, and not till then, you 
may join in the exulting tranſports of the 
apoſtle,——** O death, where is thy ſting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The ſting 


law. But thanks be to God which giveth us 
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A fits Faith Sy Ber, "Fall mot; 4 WT am 
ot yet aſcended to my F aber; lg oo oy. 
e and Tay 1205 them, r aſcend unto 
my Father, ang yt ur Fat ber; and to my God. 


n IA re ear 
"and your Gel, ; 
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NE capital article of a Chriſtian's faith 
is the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. If 
Chriſt be not riſen, our faith is vain,” ſays the 
apoſtle; fince every ſtep preceding his death, 
though he ſpake as never man ſpake, and did 
ſuch works as never man did, would yet have 
fallen iar ſhort not only of what his on de- 
clarations afforded reaſon to expect, but of the 
end of his miſſion, as a triumphant conqueror 
over eos death. r (what might 
1 * 


r 


mann 33 
woll be expcted,) the proofs of this grand 
event are ſuch as were © qo to take away 
every poſſibility of doubt from his immediate 
Followers, uud by this means render them 
weh able, affurèt and unſuſpectedd, witneſſes 
to othets, as to gain the aſſent of all, who are 
not wilfully blinded, and 1 
br ve I HN ic nei | 


2 8 - 7 4 8 " . 2 
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deten require a W e | 
ſermon to diſplay theſe proofs, as given us by 
the evangelical writers. I truſt, my brethren, 
that you ate prepared to attend your riſen 
Lord, and to carry your meditations forward 
to his aſcenfon, that you may build chriſtian | 
improvement upon the foundation of chriſtian 
faith, "Phat Imay aſſiſt you, in this important 
buſineſs, I have choſen the words of the text; 
cle eſus faith unto her, Touch me not; for 
am not / yet aſcended to my Father: but go 
Sto my brethren, and ſay unto them, aſcend 
uhto my Father, rand — Ne and to 
my God, and your God.” | re”, * 10 
29" er e t a tr, eds „0 
o utſe Hd were ſpoken by? ourcbleied 
Bavicur to Mary Magdalen, a perſon remark- 
1abterfor er uffrction ta heri Maſter, aud whom 
a due nonoured — after he 


nabbichot was 


* 


was riſen. She is particularly mentioned, by 
the evangeliſts, as one that watched his ſe- 
pulchre, where he was laid; that having wm 
pared ſpices and balms to anoint his body, the 
roſe very early, the morning after the ſabba * 
to pay this laſt mark of her regard; but find- ö 
ing the ſepulchre open, and his body removed, 
ſhe ran back with conſternation to tell the 
diſciples. After her return, as ſhe was in- 
dulging her grief for his loſs, ſhe at length 
acknowledged the features of her Lord. Tranſ- 
port ſucceeded deſpondeney; ſhe eries out in 
an extacy of joy, Rabboni!' and would have 
embraced his feet to teſtify her affection. But 
here ſhe met with a check and prohibition, 
Touch me not; and the reaſon r . 
4. bel am not "” PR to ry Father.” 
It may has e that meets na 
a check. She had before been forgiven much; 
ſhe had ſeen afar off the Redeemer nailed to 
. © © the croſs, and expire in agony; The had loſt 
his corpſe, and found him riſen. Is it any 
wonder, then, that her gratitude ſhould be 
b proportioned to her debt, and that the moſt 
pungent grief ſhould give way to unutterable 
7 The truth is, this was not the time ſor 


egg es ber tranſports. 3 
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reaſon; which his aſcenſion to heaven might 

- remove; ſince, a ſhort time after, he permit- 
the other Mary and Salome to hold him 
the fert and worſhip him, to remove the 
terror under which they lay; and. to baniſh: 
the ineredulity of his diſciples and Thomas, 
he condeſcendod to afford them the eonviction 
of heir on ſenſes, that a ſpirit had not fleth 


aud bones, a he had. But Magdalen was 


already convinced, and was under no terror. 
Sue doubtleſs thought that it was good for 
ber to- continue with her Maſter, and would 
gadiy have poured forth her ſoul at his feet, 
Our Saviour, by denying this, hath taught us, 
that tranſports are not to be directed by paſ- 
ſion only; and that whatever affection en- 
ters im ſelf-pleafing is to be checked, rather 
than applauded. - The great things of falva- 
tion. conferred through mercy, demand fer- 
veney of ſpirit: but both love and duty re- 
quire the direction of it. And it is certain 
that our love to God muſt be meaſured not 
merely by meltings of ſoul, but by every la- 
bour of love, which he enjoins to all his faith- 
ful followers. Whenever zeal interferes with 
this, it muſt give way, otherwiſe it will be 
Mot: N 4 | d c baſed 


* 


Alf we might hazard a conjectuta, per 
Mary might have. ſome; remains. of jew. N 
tejudices, ſome falſe ĩmagluation: that Chriſt: | 


he was going (0 prepare a ſlace in the mant. 


 dabaſed/bby:1clfh and carnal paſſious, and be-: 


nme blind, imprtuous, and deſtructi ve. 


inv e ans mig rc s, n], poromnm 


was to continue upon garth do gratiſy his ful 


lawess with temporal bleſſings. . Should this“ 


have been the eaſe; her attention, was imtner. 
diately directed to, heavenly things, and that. 


ſons above for: thoſe who Were ſimed to get 


certain; that this way at e fie z 


tisfied -at preſent with ſeeing: m alive ĩnti- 


mating his intention tg continae ſame. tires 5 
| longer upon carth. before he bid fals adι,jHd 
toqhis friends and: diſpiples. tle might haun 

many: things to ſay, many-gomiarts to admin 
niſter, perhaps to Mary Megdsden herſelf, dep. 
fore the time of his-departyres It ο 
expedient at preſent to zo 40 hrethregren 
- 31161 ein iis g1 n ire $i id avi lo ad+ 
Before wẽe K let ud /top a whale (he 
admire the. onde need . | 


ccd it. But nat to iuſiſt upon; this, ita ici 


indulgenee ſhe Sade dada. £2 ama; not ve 


 alended to myEather,”. ſans. Ghoſt 3-herfar; 


it 


The gamen vdr n 


clade Mö brothten, who, after ll war pro» 
| miſes of adherence! ta their Maſter ce hen $0 
| death itſelf : during the bour of dangeb Had 
_ forſouks hits and fledu At the very time be 
ſent thetm the meſſage o his reſutrectibn, 


| they recbidtdʒ by this endearing fitle; h aſſu - 


rance that their ſin was forgiven, and ſhowld 
de no more ferbombered. This joyful day 
was not the ſenſom of rebuke, but of happy 
tidingei Leſt, therefore; his diſciples: ſhould 
fink into dvipondenoy, from q ſenſe either of 
their fbrmer miſdarriage, or their fallen ex- 


pedtitions..bf Redesmer, ſhe; was ſent im- 
medias ely to te vive and cheer their forrowful 


ſpiritst dA leſſon tl to all who are entruſted 
with the glad tidings of falvation,. to deliver 
it with all its comforis to thoſe, for whom i 
is purchaſed; as well us an encouragemeut ta 
thoſe who are capable of adminiſtering, by 
their counſel, the cheerful cordial of hutnan 
lifes; 20 impart it to thoſe who wünt it, that 
theit wounded: ſpirits may be me and 
e gere M AG We þ 0G; 
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1 odafider-lohs | meſſage the 
was enjoined ; . Say unto them, I aſcend 
unto, toy Father, and your Father; and to m 
God, and your God. We cannot but ob- 
* | 3 | YT | | ſerve 
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Come to paſs, ye might belicys.”. 


e 1. ſſeenfin of en | 
ferve that it bone reference to the diſtourſo 
be had made the night, in which he Was be- 
_-rajed;z; when he tald the that he ſhould 
leave them for a ſeaſon, yet a little While 
and ye ſtrali not ſee me; but that he ſhould 


return for a ſhort tie, . yet 4 little while 


and ye ſhall ſee me, | becauſe I go to the Fa - 
ther.“ As his death Proued the fulfilling of 
the former declaration, fo his.reſi Was 
a a preſumption that the latter would likewiſe 
follow in its appointed time.) Though when 
| the diſcourſe. was made; they did not com- 
ptchend its full meaning, yet tllis meſſage 
muſt make the words, he had before ſpoken. 
_ as clear as the morning light. And they muſt 
remember, with NG funken, ſuch 
glorious promiſes as theſe 3, In my Father's 
houſe are many manſions, L go to prepare a 
place for you. And if 1 go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myſelf, that where I am, there ye may 
| be alſo. Ye have heard how: I have ſaid unto 
you, I go away. and come again unto Jou. 4, 
ye loved me, ye would rejoice, becauſe I gd, 
I go unto the Father. And now L have told 
you beſore it come to paſs, that When iis 
The time 
was now. come, when ind ee eee 


The ee e jb 
de completed; and they themſelves Were tg 
behold not only his conqueſt der the grade, 
dut his return tothe manſtons of glory, from 
whetic&he came; and therefore he ſays, I 
aſeend unto my Father, and Jeu mpeg 


to my God, and you,ꝗ,SWsed ?: _ 
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It would be endleſs, as well a8 undeceſſary 78 


b ſpecify fingly all the benefits ariſing from 
the aſcenſion of Chriſt, fince they are all cm 
prized in this very dechiration of our Lord? 
But the ſubſect calls us to conſider the peculiar 
mode of expreſſion, whittt hie uſes in faying! 
flirt, my Father, and then ** your | Pater? 
my God}"and your God. "This plain) points 
out to us, that though he is both bis Fither 
aud bos, his God and our God; yet there 
is difference in the cauſe and” gron of Lacht 


of theſe relations. _ | | 
th OPABIT 201877 12's 12 gow act bro | 
608% th Patber of Chriſt in 4 Weib 


and eminent manner, from the communica” 
non of his divinity. He bad à glory with - 
he Father before the world was, being ic! | 
F «ths brightieſs of God's plbry, "nf tis | 
preſs image of His perſon,” "He Was I the 
form of God, and of the atme efſenee With Pim; 
but the Father Bach His eſſcnee from bine, 
IEA U. | B 3 the 


On * 
— +» , 
a . 


os 85 by ae the Father. 
Here, then, is an identity of „and this 
relation is peculiar; to. Jeſus Chriſt... God is 
the creator, and therefore the father af many 
| eren, who ſtand about his throng. 
t * unto which f the angels ſaid he at 
any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begatten the? So far are they from ſharing 
the ſupreme glories of the Mefliab, that they 
arg miniſtering ſpirits not only to hirn, but to 
thoſe whom he bas redegmed. This relation 
regeived a peculiar luſtre, hen he aſcended | 
up on high, in the character of a Mediator. 
Having finiſhed his appointed work, his in- 

wand, glory could no longer be obſcured. But 


Some into the world, ere 
re eee 3 
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© Therclation, which Chriſtians bear to God, 
as. their Father, is through Chriſt the Ne- 
W Abe title, which belonged 10 hinz 
by. Wenn, is gurs by adoption into his fav 
wie Hi is the claim,;, our's the gift, B. 
Vrtue of his redeeming our fouls from fin} 
Ie, hacomp..peconciled 10 God, and receive, 


as he came forth from the Father, and was & 


. eee e 
ſpirit 4s frſt the ſpirit of life, then of” adGp- 
tion: Through this, we ate united to Chriſt 

dur ſpiritual head, and derive enlivening 


energy from him the living vine; we are takefi 
ite that family, which he hath purchaſed, 


and of Which he is become the firſt- born, 


and elder brother. As God, then, is well 


pleaſed with him; the head, he looks with 
complacency upon the living members of his 
body. Henee we are directed to pray to God, 
as Our Father; which is in heaven. A 
character; which contains in it love, meroy, 
kindneſs, forbearance, and tho rich ſupply of 
all goodneſs. Henee we are aſſured of the 


hand of a father to ſupport us in our trials, 


conduct us through this wilderneſs of woe. 
Thrice happy children! it is well with them! 
they may be chaſtized, but not caſt down; 
afflicted, but not deſtroyed. © Their very 
eorre&ions bear the marks of love; the un- 
willing hand that chaſtens, wilt one day pour 
the balm of comfort into the wounds it 98 70 
ding 0x act 43 DENT 631, 453,444 0 


0 er NG! Pia REM this 
Father is God; and therefore our Saviour 


adds, 42 te my God, and your God. Cbriſt 


4006 10"; * e | * aſcended 
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to'prote&t' us in the hour of extremity, and 
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eat Chr, 


++ to the Father, conſtituted to be a 
mediator in behalf of, his people; and there · 
for e When be calls God, my God,” it is 
with reference to his mediatorial character. 
As the Son of God by nature, he is his Fa- 
ther; but as the Son of man, he is his God. 
Hence it was, when he hung upon the croſs, 
and the vials of the divine wrath were poured 
vpon his guiltleſs head, and every conſolation 
was withdrawn, that could alleviate: the pu- 
niſhment which human gvuilt required, he 
cried out in the anguiſh of his ſoul, My 
God, 3 why baſt thou forſaken me! | 
It was in this character that he prayed to 


wh God; that be Was ſtrengthened by angels; 


chat he; be carne; obedient, 40, the law. that 
with ſupreme reſignation he ſaid, Not mx 
will, but thine be done. Nevertheleſs, the 
original glory which he had with the Father 


| received no impeachment, nor dimmution, 


nc he was from all eternity os 0 bs 
2 God of God, Tee Jight.” det vi iti 
But this e. 65 ee ſenall e 
to the fallen race of man, had he not under - 
taken to reconcile our nature to God, and by 
chat means reſtored God to us; ſo that, he is 
| ee, God by\cgvepant, by. 
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promiſe; and is himfelf both our rewarder, 
and our reward. If, then, the title of a 


Father denotes love, that of 'a Father and a. 


God united denotes love uncontrouled, in- 

conceivable, eternal, infnite';::fo:that fincere 
Chriſtians may ſay with confidence not to be 
ſhaken, Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? It is God that juſti- 
fieth, who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt 


that died, yea, rather, that is riſen again; who 


is even at the right hand of 1 
_— interceſſion-for us... 


210911 N 


* is then to the aſcenſion of Chriſt into 
| n we owe the ground of our hope and 


our ſegurity. His reſurrection was neceſſary to 
prove that he had power to take that life again, 
which) he had voluntarily laid down; and that 


he had triumphed over ſin, through which 


death entered. But he aſcended into heaven 


to give the work its full accompliſhment, and 


he now ſits upon his throne both a king aud . 


2 prieſt. We have, indeed, a Father there; 
but it is a Father whom. we often offend. 
Tired of. the, diſcipline of his family, how 
| mally, | like: the prodigal, leave; their Father's 

houſe, and learn by their ſufferings the hap- 
pineſs and bleſſings of his obedient, chiluren. 
This aggravates their fault; but, ſhould they 
B b 3 be 


3 


be filled with teal ſtrrew for their; Gee 


this is: the voice of their Advocate in hea ue 


Fatheri forgive them, for they xhO. nd 5 


what they do.“ This? muſt prevaib: the 
ranſom ãs alteady paid; . andthe Father for» 
gives bersuſe he is 4 Father, the Father of 
his only-begotten don, and though him of 


the, ſons and daughters which he bath pur- 
#haſed:: Should Satan, then, noctife, 'the 


Interceſloy: ſtands in the way, ever preſent 
bafoce che! throne, ever 'ready to note and 


preſent” the tears and eee 


penitents. e 
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base Wer have netz ſuys the” epic! ff 


kigb⸗Prieſt that eativor' be tebchech With the 


feeling uf dur infirmiries, fr he hath aſs 


us need mot fill us Wil defpair 3 Tory k HO. 
ing the-ufflidtions of his people; he ſends the 


DOeertfotter for their relief and ſopport! It i 35 
tough this Comforter that he is preſent 


with us in ſpirit; and where he is preſent; 
thete i that prace wich overcomes the 


Word. Should” our dee inifirenities prevail | 
against us, he way fuffer us fer à While #6 


amen, a0 we abet ut the wen 
ag bl yo! ” 7 5 Al 5 2051906 We" * "of 
. nd 4H 


den turnpted as We are, yet Witbedt HS 
He bath jeſt us, indeed, but his abſehce fro 


FE. 


een 5 
25 of God's freberly relation to us. Perhaps -. 


cout” him for all enemy, and ate ready tb 
fink inte deſpair,” "What ther does the world 
avail * we find no ray of comfort, whilſt our 
Fathers ſtmiles not upon us. But will he ab- 
ſent himſelf for ever? It cannot be W 
have a Guardian and a Friend in heaven. 
Sod enly tries us that he may humble us. 
He ſufſers our en backſhdingsꝰ ro correct 
Us; tö teach us watehfulneſs; auc at length 
NRbres 46 ob dur Nine cortiforts by tha 
Spirit, hoſe vfffee it is to heal the Drake, 
rte Het bod ade — TEE <G2 


aſa»: (9 be bis „0h de bodega 


ite the Redeemer ee on 

abit u Han curleNis} it's from . 
bl it he irhpafts his ſtrength unto us. 
What would 4 Father have aviiled, if we 
could not love him ?—or a God, if we co,ẽ 
not enjoy him? But his grace is' ſufficient 
bor us: bg hath*Purchaſed, and he will _ 
it. His liberatity makes not h pbor, but 
it makes us rich indeed. At the ſame time 
that we art knabled to return the affection of 
children to ouf heavenly Father, we thall e. 
jbice with trembling before him. 
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ave; thall improve the talents and gifts. he 
beſtoms upon us; and, from the confideratiop | 
f his faithfulneſs and veracity; ſhall be aſſured 
that the God whom We ſerveß if e are not 
wanting 10. ourſelyes, ſhall mne 
ver and ever. 10 A Motti 36% 

e, ut bat ls bas elt as 3 


bly be a doubt af this? In- 


3 ad: ee inoutivguiſhohle, are 
— — — 
above all heavens is his, reſdence ; and wher 
the head is, there the body ſhall alſo be. He 
bath opened the door, and none can exclude 
thoſe, whom. he hath purchaſed. Father, 
Lys be, (ang. may hig words peryade and ani: 
Mae our fouls!), 5 L. Will, that they whom 

thoy haſt giyen e, be with me, where, Lam, 
iht bey may behold my glory, which then 
| halt Sn . b Md 5760 200 bh 
ai litter 08m ad 15 C4914 ie 100 
„ Laſty: pany benge we. may derive. 3 | 
5 worked. reproof, $0, tho whqnegle&. their 
aſcended. Spviour. Arg. there; none of gut 
my brethreg, that arg wholly. regardleſs, of 
theſe traths, and never meditate, on the glory 
Le ws the love of god in If, ſuch there 
then the Moes J Mya born eum, | 
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of the imagination, which they can never 
enjoy. They have a Father, but give him. 
no ſincere affection; they have a God, but 
pay him no obedience. They pretend to 
believe in an exalted Saviour, yet crucify 
him afreſn, They are probationers for glory, 
vlt their purſuits are conſined / to the earth. 
Alas] my brethren, how large the catalagu: 
of ſuch. Chriſtians as theſe!. Ho great the 
number of thoſe, amongſt you, ho have Joſt 
the very form of religion The very com- 
memoration of your Saviour's glory, on the 
day of his aſcenſſon, is now confined. ta few 
nhüſt che. many are employed: on this, and 
other the. moſt ſacred ſeaſons, in giving t 
World tbe full ſcope in their affectians, as if 
they expected no, other hezwen than, what 
dhe cargal mind could beſtow, and no other 


rewarꝗ than the mammon of unrighteouſneſa. 
Indeed, the chriſtian feſtivals return to ad. 


moniſh you of your chriſtian. privileges; but 
they; pals oyer you, years ſucceeding years, 
without imptovement, and are reckoned to 
your account. We have no proſpect, in ſuch 
an age as this, of reviving, amongſt you pri- | 
meval devotion; but we.are obliged 99am 
eee gur ſouls. 


br 


8 D engen Reon of Ch * Bi 
Same fo; hve, here we Ml left who 


Hot fytheir portibt here; ut in tat fog 
Where their Redeemer lives. v1: You, my 
deppen, have ehofen wiſely ; agalnſt e 
—— mama life, you hade got a charm; 

t, prevailing” e. 
we, weed d. e ver en pd 
2888 bands the path! of dot) as the pech erf 
„et ho'triaF [of yours th (difhiGartes 
Seeed oC yo dee bat you. 

tr me be (Srete,” reren, 

ae every obſtru&ion, 2 
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la receive me? You neither know real 


nor can fnjey it It is ſelf-evident, 
i 4— ſite" the 7850 ſtupid mind; that = 


not abſalutely ſunk in the depths of 1 
ſuality, that where the treaſure is, — 
muſt the heart be alſo. Do you look, then, 
for the inheritance of fons?—bear not about 
you the! mark And! character of faves. Do 
you expect a treaſura a heaven ?—carry your 
— thither. If God be your Father, he 
is your God, and your. excegding great re- 
ward. You ea win © no more, you can en- 
joy: no mare. Whilſt you ſojourn harre, you 
win Gy, with the' patriarch Jacob,.** Lhove 
| nice; forgby Simtian, O Tad aud uten 
according 8. his wendy Revere, they, the 
goctrine of Chriſt's aſcenſion in its full mean- 
ing, and divine energy. I intreat you, now, 
my brethren, for his ſake who is gone before 
you,” and/is alive for evermore: I intidat you 
for your own fakes, leſt while he is'rifen and 
aſoended, to be followed by unnumbered mul | 
titudes into the ſame manſions with himſelf, 
you ſhall riſe indeed, but not 'aſbend; and 
remain the monuments ee n 
Ji gw pat geen ee. : 
ö sER. 
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eld it gun cut fi. Paſt afterward" thit "Þ-will 
pour out "wy Spirit" Won all eſs!" aud Yeh 


Ven and your dag beer, Mal propheſy," your 
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1D wenge che pus ee 

ceomforted his poaple with the promiſe ‚ 
of many temporal bleflings, | proceeds to lay 

— grace, which would 

ſanctify their abundance, and make them 

neh indeed. He would appear by theſe to 
be in the moſt 8 | 
theis . and th —— | 


v4 
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the whole tenor of the new. eovenant, that 
the promiſes of the moſaic. diſpenſation point 
out to ſome uobler proviſion afterwards to be 
conferted upon them. Their plenty of corn 
and wine repreſented that ſpiritual food, which 
Chriſt was to adminiſter; and Canaan, the 
land of patriarchal hope, typified the heavenly. 
Jeruſalem; whieh is the true eountry and in- 
heritance of the faithful. Since, then, grace 
was the Proper introduction to the future 
kingdom of the Meſſiah, the ncater that 
| kingdom approached, the more largely were 
its views diſplayed. When: deſolation loyers 
ſpread the earthly Canan, the promiſed effu- 
ſion of the Spirit in the latter days 


afforded 
ſome — ne to ay afflictions of 


caſt them-oi for ever, N een 
viſit them with the moſt e b 
of his love. h een it n le 

ee ee ee et h git * 
During the twilight, that preceded the 
Soſpel age, ſpiritual gifts were more ſparingly 


| adminiſtered; for God proportions! his exter- 


nal aſſiſtances to his external diſpenſations. 
The church, therefore, being under the ſer - 
vitude of the law, was not prepared to re- 
* une Xiſtinfion, it aſter- 
2 wards | 


1 ee e 


at . ein en 
wards obtained 3: though every-Iſraclite had 
ſuſticient helps. in the way of gadlineſs, and 
_ forme brighter prophetic ſpirits aroſe, - who 
| witneſſed iuperior endowments, / and were 
guides to others in the will of God. But 

when: Jeſus Chriſt, o was the end of tho 
, / had-quſlified his miſſion, and finiſhed 
his work on carth; aſter he had died, and 
roſe again, and aſcended. into heavens he 
chen in an eminent manner gave giſts unto 
men. He then fully united his kingly and | 

mediatorial offices, and poured. forth With 4 
liberal hand thoſe - ſpiritual bleſſings, which 
were the purchaſe * Wen ee 


36230115 1148939 5 
een e „ 
alone. All deſh was invited to partake of 
che beneſits of that ranſom, which was paid 
for all. For this purpoſe, the Spirit was to 
come down with ſuch a powerful energy, as 
to throw. down the partition of ſeparate diſ-- 
tinctions, and gather an univerſal church from 
_ - the utmoſt corners of the earth. Ve ate 
all one,”-faith the apoſtle, ( the children-of 
God Gs _ nn I 
n 9 = 785 \ be 


be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's ſeed; and 
heirs according to the promiſe.” Agreeably 
to which, God had declared by the prophet 
Iſaiah, „ Iwill pour water upon him that is 
will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my 
ſpring up as among the graſs, as willows by 
the water-courſes.” And alſo by the prophet 
Ezekiel, I will give them one heart, and 
Lwill put a new ſpirit within you; and I 
and 1 will give them an heart of fleſh: that 
they may walk in my ſtatutes, and keep mine 
ordinances. and do them: and 1, be 
my people, and 1 illbe hair Gods". 1 ee 
enen eh 972 18 Ain As ns WD 
„The Words as the text eee 
aud determinate, prophecy of the plentiful 
were to be diſplayed in the latter. days. The 
x tions he ola dt «che — —— 


25. — 


tecoſt, their eee 
nch vr eee ee e yy. 


; nihing ers for thege! apptated unte 
fat--upon- tach of gk, Abd 1 
filled wich the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 
ſpeak with other W e ee 
thera utteram . een 341 
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Von cannot but obſerve that the Spirit is 
bere repreſented as a diviue agent, deſecnd- 
nnn Alia ce ee 
preſence, 


one intriufic ſanctky belongs, tothe other 
the communication of that ſanctity to others. 
40 it is by bim chat all the men: of God were 
formed from the 
de diltribures ſuch aſfſtances, — a 


ceſſities Wen If we di 


Boss to this day's feſtival, — ; 


an important æra was immediately to! take” 
place; Chriſt had aſcended into heaven in 


i WPI 


4 


of che world, ſo 


His office is e ran | 


j 
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| 407 be employed were weak: and ignorant, 
| choſen on purpoſe that the arm bf God might _ + 
appear unrivalled, and the faith of his people 
be aſtabliſned, not on the wiſdom of men, 
but divine power. Then it was that powers 
anknown, to nature, and unexperienced by 
the world, were imparted to thoſe, who were 
neither h noticed by the world, - nof:obehblden 
30/mazwne} Though. they: proceeded from one 
Spirit, they were various in their operations. 
The ame giſts were not granted equally ta 
all. Same were enabled to ſpeak divers lan- 
. the.,Jlad: tidings 
Others wers-ingired-to- dite be will of 
- Gad; 12nd 89: be. unerting guides to future 
ages. Somg were-gndowed wyith'a prophetic 
ſpiriti bath, ta ex pound the word, and declare 
the davioe-decyecs. One man could Werk 
+5cal- miracles:; anether could diſpenn falſe | 
pretences from genuine gits: To ſome, God 
vouvhſaſedꝭ to ſpeak. in ä — of 
the day;-to dthers. in nigiiy dreams. mm 
ung and old, men and Women, euperienond 
iimediate revelations. To ſore were givap = 
the giſts-of healing, to biber the power 


iuflicting immeqiate. death. % All theſe,” 


den trek eee | 
81 Vor. II. | C S & 


s meh, Nb. 
Gelb ute Spirit,“ cividing to every 
| te wilt: d 3505 eg 16, — Td 
ald aiffito f off brig „bol zA agg! | 
- 1>Theoapefiks;' who e nb 0 | 
Ahe Spich mad deubtleſs à todble: portion. 
_ wer buſo10" dehnte of gift they 
fulneſs, hat / they 
ade to others vivers of living, 
water. i Their wotk Was great, and therefore 
their aſſiſtauees were great alſd To Jemoliſh 
che powerbef Satan totern en from dark- 
neſs te lighuę wo cunHeH che wefld ho was 
Altec rothe ſu things? The eus were 
pPrejudicen i behalf:of he evernity of their 
Raw zh Gentil were diger te / idolatry; 
he Grech unν Rottians Oppoſed their learn - 
ing ind pHlofophy” tothe Tiinpticity of >the 
wi We 


WESC was highly eſtevmi- 
* 2 thisy - 
| Sree TThe kings und prie tset 
i#he exrth ple their power againſt it. 
Net only therefore the ſpirit if „falttè and 
a — fortitude and e 3 


n off do gb 


ey werr fighting againſt God. a uur 95 
- 45 19116 vooM cots; 0856. bun Znigzgal yd. 
ban dd, Sed, net oui ſend his Seu ift 

_ the, World, but made his den gm 
Ide Holy Spirit completed what Chriſt Jeſus 
had begun. . The, one planted, the other 
matergd;; the one ſowed, the, beaxraly ferd, 


the othen, in the appointed tunes; put the 
Hiekle to the corn, and reaped) the, harveſt of 


Ded. Our faith, then, ſtands upqn the teſ- 
 [ithmagny;of God himſelf. Chriſt, Was- hereby 
ed to be the Meſſiah hy tafold . 
-an , qutward. appeal to the 


Sint pon, their obparts.. The power and 
vent) of Jeu Chriſt. are hereby fully. eſta- 
 [hliſhed; and faith, in bis faving name, is built 
„uon u foundation, which: neither the power 
A, Satan bor che malice of, evil men, can 
cesthrg / z. ſo: that impiety is left :withopt 
en and anbdelity without a. r \ 


i rait nods ige * linie wid of 


ifs Nut, in praportien-cas the. gaſpel ſpread, 


elt all tige had received; the Know- 
enge af, there Was no necefiity, 92 
e ä them, . Jor 


. Every 
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to-alafth pppoſecs; with the apprehenſion that 


rs 


__  migacplous gifts Were withdrawn, , When | 


ns 25. c he 
every nation bred its proper teachefs Re- 
cordingly, languages can now only be attained 
by learning and lication. Many other en- 
Semen f the primitive Ekrillans were 
"fo ternp ary; ſince, when the church was 
f ell, there was no occafioh''to exert 
iner Notwithſtanding the ordinary gifts 
of dhe Spirit are 5 al fecit nectMry;' ſuch as the 
Word of willlon and öf knowledge!” the G- 
vile art of inſtruction, the ſpirit of ptayer and 
"Fopplicationi, and whatever other ability tends | 
ito" ' prothibte' the-holpet/ The uſe, for which 
"ity are intended, 45,” not 16 much to ann 
te man Han, as to profit bthers. Chr, 
ben HP ended ah or big, age. ſome, 
aoftles : süd ſome, Proj dete; Ad Letze, 
cvangeliſte: aud me, {ters rid tehetiers; 
for the” perfeEtit the inte, för the Wöfk 
'Uf the aitifity, för the edifying"of the body 
"5 Chriſti ahd be Bas promiſed to- be with 
"them abbr, even bo che end of the World. 
| Accordingly, he fill imparts'vatious' kabel 
to his miniſters, which, though different in 
their meaſure and their nature, have Al this 
©tendency to enforet aud recommend true re- 
5 e ence, whit ſomef having attained 
I in languages, employ their pious | 
KILEY we L _— 
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text of the Old and New Teſtament: others 
enter into their labours, and unfold the ſerip- 
tures for the ediſication of the unlearned. 


Some are employed in detecting falſe doc- 


trines, and vindicating the purity of the 
chriſtian faith from the gloomineſs of ſupet 
ſtition, and the horrors of fanaticiſm; others, 
in defending the peace and unity of the 
church, againſt the arrogance of ſchiſmaticks. 
Whilſt ſome prefer the taſk of ſecuring the 
chriſtian ſcheme againſt the undermining ; ins 
fidel; others ſhew the neceſſity of building, 
upon that foundation, thoſe practical, ſub- 
lime, and neceſſary duties, which diſtinguiſh it 
from a name, an appearance, and a deluſion. 
Whilſt ſome excel in fluency of expreſſion, 
A others do in ſolid judgment. Some are en- 
dowed with boldneſs in rebuking ſin; others 
chuſe the milder tatk of perſuaſion, of in- 
treaty, and of pouring the oil of conſolation 
over the infirmities and afflictions of their 
fellow creatures. Though, then, many ages 
bave elapſed ſince the coming of Chriſt in 
the fleſh, yet theſe endowments that remain, 
that bis arm is not ſhortened, nor his 
promiſe weakened: by. length of time. Ac» 
cordingly, iu every period of his kingdom 
3 up many eee, of his 
_—_ - N - glory. 
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glory, and the churchꝭ gd. Buer the 
darkeſt ages of ſuperſtitiun havæ beheldi mo 
extinQ, have left a long track of light behind. 
tem, that has entended to! dſtant climes, 
arid? nn Natty waar genbra- 
tions,” Soong 12 moted Siri; wort 
263 % 4314), ban $428 903 RW oh 115 
But the Holy Spirit is alſo the author of 
fuch graces, ag renew the heart of man. Ex- 
| perience, as ell as revelation, both corvinee 
vb, that there is itt man We ee 
of God, and an entnity ag alete 
bo that upconſeious of hit glory 
goodneſs, he is enflayed to di ls ha” 
frons, whilſt his conſcience jneffectually re. 
monſtrates againſt the uſurpation. Hence it 
& that the works of the fleſh are yarious, 
diſgraeeful, and deſtructive. But how dif- 
ſerent are the effects produced byüs power | 
fratn on liigh 1 The fruit of the Spirit, 
ſys the apoſtle, * is love, joy, Pence, long. 
fulferitig; gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- 
neſs, 'temperanc In theſe conſiſt out or- 
nament, our bealth, our life and reſtoration: 
and none We who. LOS Le oy | 
ww. 
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to our mee, hath, given us this graciouf 0 
promiſe ** I wih put my; laws: into heit 
"hearts, and in their minds will I write them 
and their ſins and iniquities will E reer 
ber no more. His Spirit, then, purehaſed 
and given through Chriſt, entering into the 
foul of mas, and dwelling there, brings with 
it a ſerene and heavenly Hght, which diſpels 
the old darkneſs, and the conceits of falſe 
wiſdom. Depoſing the tyrant Sin, it abo- 
liſhes its deſtructive power. It firſt makes 
the heart tender, and then engraves the law 
of God upon it, in fair and legible characters, 
ſo that the renewed man pays g willing eher 
dience to it, and it becomes his delight and 
joy. His affections being ſanctiſied hy the 
renewal of his mind, are no longer debaſel 
by ſin, but pant NN AT bliſs. It is 
this celeſtial gueſt, which is a, ſaſeguard i in 
danger, a, preſervative, in temptation, a ſurę x 
anchor in the ſtormy. cormotiaus. of the 
SE and a guide in every condition. This 1 
is the ſeal of God upon us, che: earneſt of his 
love, the witneſs of our adoption, the pledes 
of vom e An to ARYA + 3443 * 
11. in bas 1 Beg 5g 
. chen is. the, Holy: Ghoſt. beth n. 
aue and 2 comforter; and under theſt 
"7 C4 gracious . 
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„„ eee eee, 
& westen checur he inwfered Wall, vn 

_ humbly//and:devomtly-ſeck; bio; + Eis intel- 
_ leQtuil: gifts are indeod"ignpanted but to few. 
Iv belongs to. ſev; to-he/wile, or eloquent. or 
Jeariiod in the:wark, of God but his (graces 
. are andere toad mme 
| majils, though vaft bee — 
may yet haue ſuch x portion af the. Spirit, as 
will fill- em with; ſaving knowledge and 
ee ft 4-3 1 0 $16: 23048 . 
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er e ae erithva bebe 
wn; particular age, or country; they are as 
4 ve as the- influence of the goſpel; or 
of the ſun: For the promiſe,” 


2 
2 St. Peter to the Jews, 4 is to you und 


to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God ſnall call.“ 
And as graces are far more extenſive than 
ordinary gifts, ſo they are far more excellent, 

world, and more regarded; but the other 
"  , epdear us to our Father, our Redeemer, and 
the elect angels of God. The. one often puff 
vp the poſſeſſors, and fill them with ſpiritual 
ell. conceit; the other cloath us with humi- 
. nd aach. ys 30 eſteem. others"botter 

than 
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many populer ende ments but none can 
zũmit the grace of God into their hearts, 
without being, id ſome meaſur, changed 
into the ſume image, and made partakers of 
his holineſs; Thoſe, moreover; "ate tran- 
ftory and flecting: „Wbether there be 
propheeies, they ſhal falt; Whether there 
be "tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; Whether there 
de knowledge,” -r-hall vaniſh away.“ But 
charity, and every ſuch like virtue, ſhall Eve 
and flouriſn in the paradiſe of God, and rom 
dorch fruit unto all eternity. Mense de 
W <4 30 „ 1 * 19 tt n ed 

Laſtiy, from the eonderatzon of the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Holy Ghbſt; let us lem 
to praiſe and glorify? their ogrtatꝰ Diſpenſer. 
What, though many years are: fled away, 
er the Fi of 'totigucs,” which we this day 
commemorate? It is through that, that the 
voice of the goſpeb was heard im every land, 
and that both Jewe and Gentiles were — 
one fold under ont Stepherd i The mirathe 
has indeed-ceafed, but the bleſſed effect of t 
ſtill continues, and will chntinue; dll time 
ſhall be no more: Let us alſo adore the 
providence of God, that he has hereby ſet- 
nne 1 90 upon a firm ſoundatibn, having 
wad ; himſelf 
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Which things:forth in ther wing of- the 


apqſtles and cyangeliſta;,that they being dead, 
yet ſpeaks. having, left us iche precious, treat 
ſure of the gaſpel-, which, is able to enrich 


our ſouls with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt 


Jeſus. Let us 4 value the ineſtimable 
gift, and receive it as the word of God; that 


| though-we had not the happineſs of ſeeing 


Chriſt in the fleſh, and witneſſing the won- 
ders of his grace on the day of; Pentecoſt, 
we may, which is; ſtill more deficeable,, im 
print his ſacred truths in our hearts, to guide 
our feet in ee eee, 
w manſions.of light and immortality. ...., ' 
7 7s 11 tog 21: 36 4228/78 

Ae ae 8 of 
gits, let neither, ingaleneg Ob Gang ther, nor 
yanity ſpoil them; but let us employ them 


with modeſty, humility, and ſabriety-.. Slothy 


fulneſs and intruſion are alike, adious/ in the 
ſight of God. Leti us alſo remember got ip 


alt dune ann per 
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| be a fa ee 
_ fofar n Slory, that 
they bring with theta the greater charge, 
and rare; ſolemn; reckoning... Should. none 
of theſe fall to our ſhare, the talents. of others 
will be reckoned ta our account; becauſe they 
were given us for aur edification. Inſtead, 
then; of jadging them with prejudice and 
2 tet us Rp — 
alas 40 God. The: 3 gifts of 
others, which/are appointed and directed to 
our good, will riſe up in judgment againſt 
us, if diſregarded or unimprovod. There are 
no talents ſo mean, but they will have power 
ON e e t 3 n 


Above all i my brethren, we muſt 
not be wanting to ourſelves in cultivating the 
graces of the Spirit. Though we are deſti- 
tute of all other excellencies, theſe we muſt 
not be without, unleſs we renounce our pro- 
Aden, and give up our portion in Chriſt 
Let us then uſe every means to en- 
ge: the defireable inhabitant, that he may 


de wich wh and not pen fun u. Should 
we:geove lin to thay bis gras 
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| gion ef demons, the:harpics of wo. 
the luſts of the'fleſhj; continually lie in ait 
to ſcie us, as} their abandoned prey. — 
luſt ſtate will then be worſe than the firſt) if 
ve femain polluted, after God hath ſtretcheil 
forth his hand to cleanſe us! The more we 
receive from him, ſhould raiſe in us an ar- 
dent defire of receiving more. We cannot 
: dere be too importunate, ſince in proportion 
to our hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs; 
f ſuch will our fulneſs be. Nor let our defires 
only be employed: - Let us ſhew. that we live 
i under his gracious influence, by abounding in 
cyery good work. Let us ſtrengthen our 
graces by exerciſe, that they may be uni- 
formly, ſpread. ꝓver our whole conduct, in- 
creaſe with our years, Wen ne 


heaven. 


e then. 5 anos lo 

- whether vou be in 2 faith, or not; prove 
own ſelves. Know ye not that the 
Spirit of Chriſt dwelleth in you, except ye 
be reprobates? But if ye are neither ruled; 
nor deſire to be ruled by him, your Pentecoſt 

is not yet come; you have” neither part nor 
lot in this matter. If ye are in love with 

NN of the earthy uin vuin are ye 
2 | invited 
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| The Gifts of the Spirit. 397 
invited A partake of living waters. To what 
pu is it that the Spirit is poured down 
in Ned 5f your hearts are ſhut 
to this very day? What pity is it, my bre- 
thren, that after all the care and cultivation 
of the heavenly hoſbandman, you ſhould ſtill 
remain barren and impracticable? and that 
it mould ſtill be ſaid wich 5g e 
„ the harvelt of God i paſt, the ſummer 
ended, and ye are not fred? Oh! Loder 
that God's Spirit will not ſtrive for ever. 
This very day, therefope, if ye will hear his 
voice, Walden not your hearts. Behold, he 
Iſtands at the door and 'knoeks. Give chen 
imumnediate admittance to your: Lord, leſt he 
ſhould leave: you. to the deep detufion of your 
own minds, and never more return, till be 
i yaw io death and jidgracnts.H N, 
nr I aint ei noi ena bot 
5:1 God "the Father; God the! Sm exdiGhd 
H © Sperit,'-br all adarativ/t an 
ee "now, . for cue: 20n0569 
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made pure be Liu Jer C6r:if; 4h Abe 
rf be of Gd, and the umi wf Khun 
r ae, e Mann bl oiſt 


od wr vom 459921 bas ebninm* mag 
WII bampirebanirve, apilaf- 
fectionate benediction is this! You 
_ Liverofient hard id pramnuncad, and Have 
. ͤ — A officacy.audipower, 
It cannot them de unſitabie t unfuld, And 
dwell upon, the privileges it contains, that 
wee, Per, only be apprized of the value 
your calling, but animated to purſue it 
t you may not alway be ſeeking and aſk- 
ing a blefling from God, mi py 195 rt 
cited to obtain ĩt. 8 
Aae D for 
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3 of 


W dais 
dviQtvditfhfypat maybe buſeſul to ncke'two = 
or three obvious refletions!1i Here are three 
_diftm@qerſons,: from whom iti is implored. 
by baptifin,hwe are baptized in the name uf 
dhe Frherg and che. Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
e ſo tei gracidus influstice is deceſſarj 0 
ſupport; andi cod uit, aud to remain 
ew pacunite alie fend. Nadi of theſt᷑ has ths 
Peculiay offiags'andibleflings/ovitit” reſpioct to 
anan, · d therufdre ech requires his peculidc 


 *oknowlotgments of worthiy and praiia. 401 
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of vevelatioh that. 
lchrbe Porſouvlare. bn God, In hat abner 
they are united, we are no where told. This 

is one mark, amongſt innumerable others, of 
ns idem en that te lesend W auch 
ch it Me Mani d is Tuited ate: h Eb 
tin und hislesgattty tand tbolawo un un- 
 Hhomibl» dbyſbof his ine titure-ts flor 

_ _-adorationt Thb we (nvlaffiated df othardas 
the mmi divirie attributes carebgiven-toath 
— — . 
2 Aendte heir; u] un⁰iL with N 
— Dvei che * titre. — 
ieee grace 
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e . 
grace of Chiiſt-upon:the Corinthiane ker gtace 

as likewiſe attributed ot the Fatheryiincother - 
parts of his epiſtles. Does he mentiem the 
Jove!:of /God5?-rthe love bf. the Sou is not 
excluded; fur Who ſhalli ſeparate belie vers 
from the love bf Chriſt d And, though be 
ert exprefily . allot. 
= ins i 8 that 
ey arochlled th fillewihig) of the Fam, 
Jets Ohriſt our Land. St. Jolin alſo.acquaints 
e tnt: Truhy gur fallowſhip.iibo with: the 
Fither, and: with his Son Jeſus Cliriſt. n 80 
dat the-chivine gropertich, exenciſt.5ncbohalf 
of man, and attributed to each perſon in the 
Wabed, ſhew their unian in! that. godbead, 
and abat dt is the (ane Gd. wha warketh all 
Bll. ies 9126407 an vi em batiny os oe 
20 di SId#t5munni lotions! him ono ki 


18 «be denied, thatubare 
aden ade which: arc in an eminent;may- 
am apprepneted: to: one wictheldidivine iptr- 
lava more:thap amber! Thee of ine 5 
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clas fone blelling —.— 'ts each; 
dating ut the fame time; 
of the divine 
deiner rendes, the love of God is manifeſted, 


and the fanAifying influences of the oe 
a nd pe mk the bletling, | ne 
' en . at hho Py 4 


6 Sul 560 be defirous to enquire why the 


fime order of perlons is not preſerved in this 
bereditidn, 4s in the baptiſinal adraiftion to 


= the covetiant” or mercy, the followin conſi- 
deration may ſoggelt a reaſon. In e ori- 


nal provi ion made for the redemption of 
cop of the Father has the pre- 
eminence that Tove,” 


hic h ü: is extended over all the works of God. 


J not willing that! any ſhould periſh, but. 


at all ſhould « come to repentance. Without 
wid have mom N a _— 


—— * — bn. Rut this mercy 


being once ſhewn in the incarnation, - and 

death, and reſurrection of 'Chriſt, the pro- 
miſcb of Gd made to man bore a perpetual | 
reference to the Redeemer; and the grace, 


Which appeared through bjm, became the 3 in. 
8 bleſſing he beſto ws. 
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graces, N 


| by which he looked 
with an "eye! of pity” upon his fallen creatures ; 
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ven Weh we het er t dh, 
nay, that the luv 18 the ſtrengtk of ab, for it 


| fills the awakened conſt] ience with terror, and 


unleſs alleviated by werey, would augment 


both” che guilt and putüthment of — 17 


Mah; then, through the grace that cam 
_Ctrift,” is vice mofe put into a pe of 


Alvation ; and though, without him, Be 


could Nabe no title to a blefling 8, yet throug 2h 


im there 18 n mercy, grace, no Wag, 
hit he 18 capable bf, but he may enjoy. "Are 


we blind brcügh the bean . his 7 216 
Volpel, We becbine light in the Lord. 7 


have redemption diroag n his blood.” 128 
we at entity with God Ene hath made ou 


phice. ' Have we forkeited the privileges * ; 


— chillilten ?—he hath given us power again to 


' We art thabled' to do what he 


_ cotrimands, and fulfer What he 7 for 


his grace is ſufficient for 1 us. He p ually 


there is more. An nag vir 79 e 


_- femalns, cent, and to refreth, nd to 
bop ur the 'waiith of the nies 'S. 
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iu us Kam 


3 dh, "apo an 


5 


we told to Satan reg h fn ?—by Rim, we 


besame the ibs of God. Eanobled by thele | 


"yt 


| 0 Tad 2 r oat” 
* will be conferred upon us, For if eU = | 
to þe a perpetual, adyorate, withthe Father, == 
* eternal high brief. ty dlz WN - 
r N n wr 21 — e U 
next clauſe, 3 m the apoſtol 


diftion, is the Jave of God. This follows, our 
gh the death of 


reconeiliation to him, throu 


Christ. When our Saviour was abant to 
aſcend. into heaven, he ſent to inform his 
diſciples, * « ] aſcend t to my Father, and your | 
Father ; >. and to my God, and your. God” 
is ſtands then i in the relation of a father and 
to the redeemed. It the relation. gf a - 
kae r denotes love, that of a heavenly father 
denotes] love infinite.” „This wor d. indeed, i is 
not the "theatre, where i its rh tre i is diſ- 1 
played. " Its operations, here. ate, howeyer, No 
| directed 'by ſupreme wiſdom, 40d Propor- 5 
8 tioned. to the v nts, of people, Aber | 
ve here 45 5 migit of 22 but love i 
watchful ; and be, that. keepeth them neither 
ſlumbers nor, leeps. His, angels guard, their 
bed, and refreſh their \weary ſtepß, 1 T hough 5 
they are troubled, they are not in deſpair; 
caſt, down, but. vot forſaken. His 1 ength 
ſupports 1 them 1 in their conflicts: 27 in the moſt : 
. they lay hold on. this,, xa 25 


ad cem dhe purifying 2 1705 
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| forth re | 
We 5.46413" 


Ai green paſtures, hes feedeth, me. [hefides the 


„The Lord is, my 


J ſhall; not Want, . He mpketh me ie don 


till waters.” The. fm .gοννẽ⁊ſs do g 
experience eng Content and cheerful- 
neſs) ace. the, paſtures, which. fill and, farisfy 
their deſires. It is n Wonder, the, love.tof 
Sod ſhould have, this effect, ſinge it bath 
enlacges and puriſies the heart. Where, he 
reigus, no baſe idol is tempted: to intrude; 

Where he. reſides. a peaceful ſerenity / is ex- 
panded over the affections, God's, oye never 
faileth: he is, too bouutiful to; withdraw his 


ſtores are inexhauſtible, Should his kindneſs 
be withbeld without a cauſe, it would be 


_ quently chaſtiſes, for their profit, . not his 
PW pleaſur: 6. Without giſcipline, we Thould 


380 aſtray ; .therefqre. he lays the yoke upon 
us, and exhihits his love, even in the wid | 
2 the wounds which he mflicts. 


Ic Our S ioc that palhing might be want- 
ing to our ſalvation, before his departure out 
of this world, promiſed us a Comforter, who 
"RM continue with us, . the conſummay 

fiend | S Hon | 
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kindneſs i begauſe he, is ſtill the ſame, his 


FLontrary to bie perfections. and make us poop | 
Indeed! It is true, whom he loves, he ffer 


- eee 
tivis of all things Well therefore! des the = 


apoſtle conchode his benediStion to the church 
at Corinth, that the mn of the Spirit 
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reer 17 
God works in us, it is by his Spirit; if our 
Saviour hath purchaſed for us gifts and graces, 
3 they are conveyed to us. 
Na pes Ferraro pry with ds 
att neceſſary truth. We reg nat hu contbtitel | 
way of godlinels, and ue Ad = Threaghb 
bim, out gifts are fanctified, and made ſub- 
ſervient to the divine glory. Our own'#pirits- 
may deceive us, and lead us aſtray through 
| the by⸗ paths of hereſy, and ſehiſin, and di- 
viſions; but his powerful energy beats down 
every vain imagination and oonceited thought, 
that we ay ne e wn meckneſs the © en. 


- grafted wo 


| This word, r 
his grace, is nut batren, ar utttruitful; it 
1 forth the fruits of holineks. -% The 

ee. 
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Ty ins? what. is al eee d. 


turnifhed. voip. all Sed, webs th v3 thn ty 
en b Nee pant! 5s 
but a camfacter 200. 
— as eur 0 t his diſei- 
— LOO world. is. not, their hom; if it 
t. wuſt haue changed, its natur and, 


| eds „ n ogie7 1 v3 
1 then, from; howdy, my beethiresig 
the benign. tendency f yourrebgion.r If 
vu ccreiye ii in its e,ẽ½ and powers. id 
fills, you. with. ſpisitual. bleflings. All. han 
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bl ire es. that 
inconſſſtent with a Baſe and Carhat wa 
Sia predees raniiinlthe- heart, i the 
ſpeech, Ahe mann, lad the Whole con- 
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Fes Ae ebe e Dubai nice bo Unt 0 
ich vainprofefiicns, but remember him who 
- ſays, -** If ye love me, keep my command 
ments? and, He rthat hath my command 
mente, he it is that loveth me, and my Fa- 
ther will love him, and we will come and 
make our abode with him.“ From the com- 
wm of ithe Holy Spirit, the fame conclu- 
| © Gon ſollous ; for to what purpoſe does he re- 
divine image, that we may be acknowledged 
as bearing eee del. W b 
belong f . (Re. Mt: We IIS 
eines enen r e een 
net Güäftegs 5 5 no leſa inconſiſtent 
N principles. The Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, are all concerned 
| 2 tand to fave us. Shall we non? 
this and yet be unconcerned, whether this 
bleſſed effect be roaght upon us, or) no? 
If we are ever: called to fear and trembling, 
ire is here, leſt they ſhould bleſtand a Ihouj,jH“ 
not be bleſſed,” For if we ſotego this pr ]- 
lege of our calling, what other priuilege is 
worth the having? Our deſires, then, aſter 
| theſe bleſſings ſhould be both earneſt and 


urgent. For, is it poſſible that grace and 
Vor. Il. | Ee . 8 love 
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— ebe 
atteuch to the goſpel uf Chriſt and rect be 
mami of grace it admipiſteh h eV fit 
- at His fert toihear his ard, or heat it with- 
- eutimprovement? · Cn tliey belong to thoſe, 
honever commurerwith him in ꝓrivate, rr 
nnn Ii 6 D 95 
1 9113 mt n Warlitt 110¹⁰%⁰ bock % air 
But A wWoỹUũ hope? better things of vou, 
and uf exhort; you to turn your Attention 
dlelſsd b God «The foundatiam is laid for 
you the divine oraches ? it 8 your: buſineſs 
to build upon this foundation. Not the ſtub- 
ble of curious enquiry, but vital edification. 
It is ˖ duty to: ſeek: to be hleſſecbun the 
nate afathe Trinity, rather than diſpute ahont 
biz stodrejpice With r ene and holy awe, 
vupoh A view of your privileges, rathetq than 
erte 10 inveſtigae em with a hold -and-pry- 
< mg; eye. 5 Orthodoxy i is of little value, 
hen: not attended with rigbt affections: 


lhateas a man of à humble, pious, and truly 


- catholic ſpirit, will bear the victorious. palm, 
though oppoſed ee of narrom and 
Pe- 92 1500 „Rent ? "9019 And 
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B 5 e there is, ſomething peculiarly, in- 
TED ſtructive to the miniſters of religion in his 
benediction of St. Faul. The apoſtle, ng 


Corinth. Fer the ſpirit, of ſchiſm and 
tion is coeval with, Chriſtianity z aud no qua- 


-lifications,. of the part Of u miniſters, can 


prevent the effects of pride and FF opinign. 
Moreover, be faw many things: to blame in 
(YE conduct, and ęyen threatens to exert 
bis authority, amongſt them. Vet all this 

= did noh prevent \the, affecting, beyediQion, in 


the text. He implored a bleſſing, ygon al. : 


Thhis ſhould teach us the proper ſpirit of our 
„ministry, and our diſpoſition towards ghoſe 


eommittag 0. our gare, Do we beheld 
| vaongſt, them great corruption of manners, 


an almoſt;uniyerſal licence of behaviour, and 


Hife gard to juſt authority ? Are we, daily 
(witneſſes of zu aſtoniſhing. deglect of the 
d fee. them, however they 
differ in religious opjpions. uniting in felf- 


means of grace, pd 


will and a contempt of every relative duty ? 
till it is our duty: to intreat and beſeech, 


| notwithſtanding. this. Though they curſe, 


©. we muſt bleſs, - Sboyld. they think us their 


enemies, becauſe we are conſtrained to ſpeak 


. ene 1 1 hung or the impa- 


tient 


e "> e 


- find, by (this ,epiſtle, had man), cxemic . 
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1 edlen, And daily ititettede at chte did 


"of miercy, on their behalf. There wil be 
n doubt yh, but though ſome may continue 


mardened, the héarts of others may be turned, 


18 ne wlenge the divine goodneſs, o eo 


bopetate with te divine grace, and become 


- profitable to themſelbes, and to tis alls. For 
"this we are ſure of, that every ſinbete Cbriſ- 
"Yan will return blefßing for bleffing; and pray 
for us, that we through mercy may be ac- 


epted, and receive the pptobation cc de 
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